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Awful  Conflagration  of  the  Steam 
Boat  LEXINGTON  In  Long  Island  Sound. 

( Currier  &  Ives  print) 

American  Coin  T reasures  and  Hoards 

by  Q.  David  Bowers  is  now  in  the  final 
manuscript  stages  and  is  expected  to  go 
to  the  printer  in  November,  and  is 
to  be  ready  for  distribution  early  in 
1997.  Well  over  400  pages  in 
length,  quality  hardbound,  this 
is  one  of  the  most  exciting,  inter¬ 
esting  books  that  Dave  has  ever 
written. 

Twenty-one  chapters  are  divided 
into  stories  of  treasures  that  have 
been  found,  bringing  to  light  a 
rich  variety  of  United  States 
coins  and  paper  money  not 
known  to  exist  earlier.  You’ll 
read  about  the  famous  Randall 
Hoard  of  large  cents  of  the 
1816-1820  years,  the  fabulous 
find  ol  gold  coins  hidden  in  a 
cellar  in  Baltimore,  the  unbeliev¬ 
able  Treasury  hoard  of  Morgan  and  Peace 
dollars  distributed  in  1962-1964  (together  with  com¬ 
ments  concerning  each  and  every  date  and  mint — 
worth  the  price  of  the  book  all  by  itself!),  hoards  of 
United  States  commemoratives,  the  fabulous 
Economite  Hoard  discovered  in  Pennsylvania  in  1 878 
(and  a  listing  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the  many 


thousands  ol  1794- 1836  silver  coins  in  it),  the  fabulous 
golden  treasure  of  the  Central  America ,  sunk  in  a 
hurricane  in  1857,  the  little  known  and  very  exciting 
saga  of  the  Lexington  sunk  in  the  frigid  waters  of  Long 
Island  Sound  in  January  1 840,  the  fabulous  rarities 
hoarded  by  Virgil  M.  Brand,  Massachusetts  silver  coins 
such  as  Pine  Tree  shillings  dug  up  on  the  coast  ofMaine 
in  1840,  and  more! 

The  volume  describes  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
different  issues  ranging  from  half  cents  to  double 
eagles,  from  colonials  to  commemoratives,  from  paper 
money  to  Confederate  bonds.  There  has  never  been  a 
book  like  this  before,  and  there  will  never  be  one 
like  it  again.  Each  chapter  is  an  exciting  adven¬ 
ture  in  itself.  Beyond  that,  you  will  be  able  to 
cross-reference  coins  in  your  own  collection — 
or  pieces  that  you  are  going  to  buy — with  the 
hoards  mentioned,  the  evaluation  of  their  rar¬ 
ity,  and  much  more.  All  of  this  is  completely 
indexed  so  that  any  coin  or  item  can  be  found 
in  an  instant. 

Michael  Hodder  has  been  research  associ¬ 
ate  to  the  project,  and  a  foreword  is  included  by 
Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  president  of  the  American 
N  umismatic  Association,  editor  of  A  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins. 

Bearing  a  cover  price  of  $59.95  this  great 
book  (Stock  No.  BBM-404)  can  now  be 
ordered  at  a  special  pre-publication  value  of 
just  $45.00.  (No  further  discounts  apply.) 


Original  illustration  entitled  “ Unde r  an  Old  Gambling  Half  ”  depicting  one 
of  the  many  finds  chronicled  in  this  volume.  (Sandy  Martin  illustration ) 


Dave  s  Desk 


Welcome  to  the  latest  issue  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review.  Times  have  been  very  exciting  around 
here  lately — what  with  several  new  book  titles  released  or  at  least  in  the  process  of  being  so, 
the  incomparable  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian  coins  about  to  cross  the  auction  block, 
working  on  the  next  section  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  and  more — all  of  this  in  the  midst 
of  a  strong,  healthy  coin  market  with  lots  of  enthusiastic  buyers! 

Ifl  could  put  on  “hold”  the  coin  market  and  freeze  it  as  of  the  moment,  I  certainly  would 
want  to  do  so.  There  seems  to  be  a  vitality  not  present  in  a  long  time,  and  a  real  growth  in  many 
areas.  At  one  end  of  the  spectrum  the  Penny  Boards™  being  distributed  by  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild — and  containing  spaces  for  one  each  of  the  Lincoln  cents  with  the 
Memorial  Reverse  minted  from  1959  to  1995 — have  been  enthusiastically  received.  School 
kids  and  adults  who  begin  numismatics  by  picking  coins  out  of  circulation  today  are  apt  to 
be  the  connoisseurs  of  tomorrow. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum  the  market  for  scarce  and  rare  issues  is  intense.  Quite 
a  few  observers  attribute  this  to  the  fantastic  reception  given  to  our  Eliasberg  Collection  sale 
last  May,  an  auction  which  covered  the  federal  series  from  half  cents  through  1 0-cent  pieces, 
plys  some  other  series  as  well.  Now  being  prepared  is  the  second  and  final  offering  of  the 
federal  pieces  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  known  to  exist  from 
the  1875  20-cent  piece,  continuing  through  quarter  dollars,  half  dollars,  and  silver  dollars,  and 
culminating  with  a  fabulous  1 885  trade  dollar  rarity!  In  addition,  it  is  anticipated  there  will 
be  some  interesting  other  series,  including  currency,  tokens,  and  more. 

With  all  thy  getting,  get  understanding.  This  is  an  old  phrase,  and  it  is  one  worth 
repeating.  Check  our  offering  of  Books  for  Sale  in  this  issue — and  take  advantage  of  special 
offers  on  new  and  forthcoming  titles  as  well  as  a  very  nice  selection  of  books  already  in  print. 
By  building  a  basic  numismatic  library  for  a  few  hundred  dollars  you  can  double,  quadruple, 
or  even  further  increase  your  enjoyment  and  fascination  with  pieces  you  already  own  or  are 
about  to  buy.  The  good  news  is  that  a  fine  numismatic  library  can  be  built  for  a  very  reasonable 
cost,  and  as  a  Bowers  and  Merena  client  you  can  do  this — while  taking  an  attractive  discount 
on  everything  you  buy! 

We  are  collectors  at  heart  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  we  enjoy  what  we 
do.  I  am  sure  you  can  tell  this  from  reading  our  catalogues  and  doing  business  with  us.  Check 
this  listing  carefully,  and  give  Gail  Watson  a  call  at  1  -800-222-5993  and  order  the  items  you 
would  like  to  own.  For  publications,  use  the  same  number  and  ask  for  Mary  Tocci.  I  work  very 
closely  with  Gail,  and  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  buying  the  coins  that  she  sells.  All  of  this  is 
a  team  effort,  with  Mark  Borckardt,  Ray  Merena,  and  others  doing  their  part  as  well. 

If  quality  is  what  you’re  seeking,  and  at  a  price  that  is  reasonable,  you  have  come  to  the 
right  place.  To  seek  quality  is  absolutely  essential,  in  my  opinion.  It  would  be  far  easier  for  us 
to  loosen  our  standards  and  not  buy  quality  coins,  for  we  could  sell  them  more  cheaply,  and 
they  would  probably  sell  faster.  However,  if  this  were  the  case  we  would  not  have  achieved  the 
extraordinary  success  that  has  been  ours  over  a  long  period  of  decades.  If  there  is  a  secret  to 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  success  story  it  is  that  our  clients  are  very  loyal.  Many  people  who  will 
order  from  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  have  been  buying  from  us  ever  since  they  started 
collecting,  with  some  people  going  back  to  the  1 950s  (we  first  hung  our  shingle  as  a  rare  coin 
dealer  in  1953). 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  is  chock  full  of  interesting  new  purchases,  great  buys, 
and  other  values — pieces  you  will  really  enjoy  owning.  When  your  package  arrives  in  the 
mailbox  you  will  see  some  of  the  finest  pieces  you  have  ever  acquired.  We  all  look  forward  to 
receiving  your  order  soon.  Thank  you  for  your  business. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 
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About  the  Cover 

The  cover  of  this  issue  features  another 
beautiful  shot  our  photographer,  Doug 
Placensia,  took  while  in  Colorado  Springs 
this  summer.  Also  featured  is  a  1723  Rosa 
Americana  Twopence  which  we  sold  as 
Lot  2435  in  our  1 988  sale  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  Part  II. 


Subscribe  Today! 

A  12-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  and  The  Coin  Collector,  plus  five  Grand 
Format™  auction  catalogues  produced  by  Auc¬ 
tions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  (with  prices 
realized),  and  special  offers  and  mailings.  A 
value  of  over  $200  if  purchased  separately! 
Domestic  Subscription  $95.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (via  first-class  mail)  $1 50.00 
Foreign  Subscriptions  (via  air  mail)  $200.00 

For  Instant  Service  Call 
1-800-222-5993  (orders  only,  please) 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 

Commentary:  We  congratulate  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  on  its  acquisition 
ot  The  Colonial  Newsletter.  Founded  by  James  C. 
Spilman  in  1960,  this  publication  has  been  the 
“journal  of  record”  for  its  intended  series  ever  since. 
Congratulations,  too,  to  Jim  Spilman  for  the  in¬ 
credible  and  excellent  work  he’s  done  for  so  long. 

In  the  columns  to  follow  we  offer  a  nice  selection 
ol  colonial  coins,  a  field  that  encompasses  pieces 
produced  by  the  various  colonies  and  states  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  coins  pro¬ 
duced  elsewhere  and  circulated  in  the  United  States, 
and  associated  issues.  Attributions  are  to  standard 
sources  including  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper 
coins,  Ryder  on  Massachusetts  copper,  Noe  on 
Massachusetts  silver  and  others.  As  a  good  general 
reference,  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  monumental  1875 
work,  Early  Coins  of  America,  has  never  been  super¬ 
seded.  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
Coins  is  exceedingly  valuable  as  well  (in  fact,  this  is 
a  book  essential  to  any  numismatic  library).  Infor¬ 
mation  in  both  of  these  volumes,  il  retained,  will 
go  a  long  way  toward  making  you  an  expert  and 
enthusiast. 

Each  coin  is  offered  with  a  30-day  return  privi¬ 
lege,  giving  you  time  to  check  it  carefully.  No  two 
colonial  coins  are  alike,  due  to  the  peculiarities  of 
their  dies,  the  crude  conditions  under  which  they 
were  struck,  variations  in  metal,  and  so  on. 

We  have  always  enjoyed  colonial  American  series 
and  commend  it  to  your  interest  and  attention.  We 
also  mention  that  our  forthcoming  book,  discussed 
elsewhere  with  a  special  pre-publication  offer, 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  will  have  sev¬ 
eral  interesting  accounts  of  finds  of  buried  and  oth¬ 
erwise  hidden  colonial  coins,  some  of  them  with 
fascinating  stories. 


High-Grade  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe-1.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 


(PCGS).  71.5  grains.  Lovely  silver  gray  surfaces 
with  a  slightly  wavy  planchet.  Prominent  die 
breaks  are  noted  through  the  date . 5,895 


Pleasing  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  N-8.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 

(PCGS).  Dark  gray  toning.  The  planchet  is 
round  save  for  a  small  void  at  5:00 . 4,995 


1652  N-30.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Small  planchet.  VF-20. 

(PCGS) . 2,495 

1723  Breen- 157.  Woods  Hibernia  halfpenny.  VF- 
20.  An  inexpensive  example  of  this  popular  is¬ 
sue  . 89 

1723  B-172.  Woods  Hibernia  farthing  (1/4  penny). 
EF-40.  Light  brown  surfaces . 195 

Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 
O  Over  E  Variety 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  token.  F-12.  Variety  with 
O  over  E  in  PROPRIETORS  (first  misspelled 
as  PROPRIETF/RS  and  then  corrected).  Attrac¬ 
tive  light  brown  surfaces.  Smooth,  even  wear. 
A  very  handsome  specimen.  Elephant  well  de¬ 
fined  on  obverse.  Reverse  with  most  lettering 
clear,  and  with  the  O  over  E  feature  well  de¬ 


fined.  This  is  one  ol  the  most  famous  rarities  in 
the  early  colonial  series,  and  over  the  years  when¬ 
ever  a  specimen  has  been  offered  it  has  created 
a  great  deal  of  attention.  The  present  coin,  very 
attractive,  will  be  a  centerpiece  in  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  its  next  owner . 4,495 

This  and  related  copper  tokens  with  legends  pertaining 
to  New  England  and  London  were  believed  to  have  been 
made  in  the  British  Isles.  The  intent  of  the  presently  offered 
piece  was  to  circulate  in  the  Carolinas,  or  at  least  to  call  at¬ 
tention  to  settlements  there.  Most  examples  probably  circu¬ 
lated  at  the  value  of  a  halfpenny. 

Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 
1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  Italian  2  lire.  Kenney-4.  Mint 
State  with  light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply 
struck  and  defined  with  excellent  details.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized 
of  Bolen’s  productions.  Richard  D.  Kenney  in 
Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins  stated  that 

just  two  were  struck  in  this  metal . 2,650 

John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a 
prominent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare 
early  American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that 
might  otherwise  lack  them.  He  was  careful  to  mark  his  pro¬ 
ductions  with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present 
instance  with  a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other 
differences;  cf.  Kenney,  p.  9). 

Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces.  Issued  in  pro¬ 
test  of  the  1765  Stamp  Act  of  George  111.2,995 

In  Lake  Wentworth  here  in  Wolfeboro,  NH,  is  Stamp 
Act  Island,  named  during  the  18th  century  when  reaction  to 
the  aforementioned  legislation  was  intense.  Around  1900  there 
was  some  effort  to  change  the  name,  it  being  quite  obsolete 
by  then,  but  it  remained.  Today,  it  is  a  historical  curiosity. 

Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a 
coin  is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guar¬ 
antee  forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is 
authentic! 
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COLONIAL  AIM II  COPPER  COINS 


1 766  Pitt  halfpenny.  B-251.  EF-45.  Smooth  light 
brown  surfaces  which  are  problem-free.  2,195 
1779  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Breen-1141. 
With  wreath  in  place  of  the  effaced  vlugtende 
(“fleeing  ).  AU-53  (PCGS).  Copper  composi¬ 
tion  (“brass”).  A  high-grade,  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  issue  with  inscriptions  and  devices 


relating  to  the  Revolutionary  War . 1,695 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby.  2-B. 
AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,195 


1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  Rays.  C 
3-C.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Old  scratch  at  date.  Me¬ 
dium  brown  planchet.  Well-struck  and  well 
defined.  An  especially  high-grade  specimen  of 

this  interesting  issue . 1,275 

The  Blunt  Rays  type  has  the  reverse  inscription  mis¬ 
spelled  CONSTELATIO.  The  same  die  was  used  with  a 
1785-dated  obverse.  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  from 
a  late  state  of  the  obverse  die  with  breaks  at  ER  and  cud 
break  at  rim  with  branch  extending  to  ornament  separating 
S  and  J. 

1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  rays. 

CONSTELATIO  spelling.  EF-40 . 450 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  Rarity- 
5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive-brown  and  prob¬ 
lem  free  save  for  slightly  dull  surfaces . 1,025 

As  we  have  an  old-fashioned  way  of  thinking,  especially 
when  it  comes  to  colonial  coins,  we  haven't  quite  gotten  used 
to  the  idea  of  colonials  in  PCGS  “slabs.”  However,  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  community  seems  to  have  embraced  the  idea,  and 
we  have  received  several  favorable  comments  as  it  does  give 
an  outside  opinion  as  to  grade.  S’pose  that  anyone  not  liking 
his  or  her  coin  slabbed  can  break  it  out. 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  R  5-A.  Rarity-3+. 
EF-40  (PCGS) . .925 

The  state  of  Massachusetts  operated  its  own  mint.  All 
went  well  until  an  audit  disclosed  that  each  half  cent  cost  a 
cent  to  produce,  and  each  cent  cost  two  cents.  The  mint  was 
then  shuttered. 

1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2b-A.  Rarity-3. 

Horned  Eagle  variety.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Smooth, 
dark  brown  surfaces.  Problem  free  and  very  at¬ 
tractive.  This  variety  is  instantly  recognized  by 
the  die  break  which  projects  from  the  top  of 
the  eagles  h6ad . 650 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  10-L.  Period  after 

MASSACHUSETTS.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  a 
slightly  higher  grade,  but  lightly  porous.  Quite 
attractive  overall . 455 

From  Lester  Merkins  sale  of  June  1970,  Lot  589. 

1786  Connecticut.  Miller  5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Mailed 

Bust  Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  af¬ 
fecting  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse 
and  INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown 
surfaces . 330 

1787  Connecticut  Ml.l-A  Small  head.  Slight  po¬ 
rosity.  106.6  grains.  VG-10 . 265 

This  is  one  of  the  great  classics  attributed  to  Machins 
Mills.  The  small  portrait  gives  it  an  attractive  cameo-like 
appearance. 


Operated  by  Captain  I  homas  Machin,  who  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  distinguished  himself  by  engineering  the 
stretching  of  the  chain  across  the  Hudson  River  at  West  Point 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  ships  beyond  that  point,  the  coin¬ 
age  facility  was  located  at  the  outlet  of  Orange  Pond  near 
present-day  Newburgh,  New  York.  The  facility  officially 
struck  some  coins  (such  as  Vermont  coppers  under  a  contrac¬ 
tual  arrangement),  but  the  main  production  seems  to  have 
been  imitating  or  counterfeiting  the  issues  of  others,  includ- 
ing  in  particular  the  state  of  Connecticut  and  the  regal 
halfpence  of  George  Ill  of  England. 

1787  Connecticut.  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  Connecticut.  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 395 

1787  Connecticut.  M31.1-r.4.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
F-l  5.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  Tiny  planchet 

defect  on  rim . 145 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 235 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z  5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-l  2 . 179 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.5-T.2.  Rarity-5.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  “Skeleton  Hand”  variety,  so  called 
from  the  appearance  of  the  branch  arm  and  hand 
of  the  seated  figure  on  the  reverse.  VF-25.  .  395 
1787  Connecticut.  M33.7-R.2.  F-l  5.  Very  faint 

porosity. . 135 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.36-T.2.  Rarity-2.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  “Skeleton  Hand,”  a  reflection  of  the 
bony  appearance  of  the  arm  and  hand.  A  reap¬ 
pearance  of  the  same  reverse  die  used  to  coin 
M33.5-T.2.  VF-25.  Some  original  planchet  sur¬ 
face  is  still  seen  at  the  centers,  due  to  incom¬ 
plete  striking  up  in  these  areas  (not  unusual  for 
the  variety).  Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces; 

a  superb  piece  overall . 275 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45-  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 895 

1787  Connecticut.  M37.3-i.  Rarity-3.  Draped  Bust 

Left.  VF-20.  Medium  brown  surfaces . 275 

1787  Connecticut.  M43.1-Y.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 
12.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail 
for  the  grade . 175 

1787  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F-l  5 

(PCGS) . 210 

1788  Connecticut.  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

1788  Connecticut.  Mll-G.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15 . 170 

1786  New  Jersey.  Maris-17-K.  Rarity-4.  F-l  2. 235 

Obverse  with  horse’s  head  and  inscription  NOVA 
C/ESAREA  (New  Jersey),  date  below.  Reverse  with  shield 
and  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM.  This  general  motif  was  contin¬ 


Ask  To  See  It 

Any  colonial  coin  listed  here  can  be  sent 
to  you  lor  approval  inspection.  In  that  way 
you  can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  ol  the 
piece.  These  early  coins  are  very  attractive 
and  interesting,  and  often  in-person  in¬ 
spection  is  more  revealing  than  are  short 
descriptions  in  the  present  listing. 


ued  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  1788. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M32-T.  F-l  5.  late  die  state.  275 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  F-l  5  (PCGS)  or  a  bit 
better,  with  some  serious  claims  to  VF-20. 265 

Late  state  of  reverse  die  with  massive  diagonal  break  from 
upper  left  to  lower  right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  VC-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 
shield .  129 

1787  New  Jersey.  M64-t.  Small  planchet.  VF-20 

(PCGS).  Somewhat  irregular  planchet  surfaces, 
especially  on  the  reverse,  where  certain  of  the 
original  planchet  characteristics  are  visible  on  the 
shield . 375 

1786  Vermont.  Ryder-6.  Landscape  type, 

VERMONTENSIUM  spelling  in  inscription. 
F-l 2  (PCGS).  Pleasing  brown  with  a  thin  di¬ 
agonal  planchet  defect  on  the  obverse  (all 
pieces  of  this  issue  were  made  on  irregular 
planchets) .  695 

1 788  Vermont.  R-l  6.  Mailed  Bust  right  style.  F-l  5 

(PCGS) . 419 

1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  Breen-1147.  EF-40. 

Obverse  design  similar  to  the  Connecticut 
Draped  Bust  Left  coppers . 825 

1789  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  planchet, 

plain  edge.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die 
state  with  a  die  break  attached  to  the  upper  left 
edge  of  the  clock  but  not  affecting  the  D  in 
GOLD . 1,195 

1789  Mott  token.  B-1020.  Thick  planchet. 
166.64  grains.  AU-50.  Late  die  state  with  the 
die  break  very  large,  obliterating  the  D  in 

GOLD.  A  very  attractive  piece . 1 ,1 50 

Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm's  1789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later.  An  1842  New  York  City  directory  in  our  reference 
library  lists  Mott  in  two  places — as  jewelry  retailers  and  as 
jewelry  manufacturers.  Does  any  reader  have  more  informa¬ 
tion?  Help! 

1789  Mott  token.  B-1022.  Thick  Planchet.  202.2 
grains.  Listed  in  the  Breen  Encyclopedia  as  “very 
rare”  at  this  weight  standard.  AU-50 . 1,1 50 

Rare  Albany  Church  Penny 


Albany  Church  penny.  (1790).  Copper.  104.4 
grains.  F-VF  or  better  where  struck  up.  An  un¬ 
usual  specimen  in  that  the  otherwise  blank  re¬ 
verse  has  been  countersunk  with  the  obverse  ol  a 
Classic  Head  large  cent  (1808-1814  type).  The 
obverse  of  the  large  cent  was  evidently  used  as  a 
die  and  impressed  into  the  back  of  the  church 
penny,  causing  reversed  incusations  of  the  large 
cent's  design  on  the  host  piece’s  reverse,  and  some 
flatness  on  the  obverse  of  the  church  penny  as 
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well.  Overall,  a  handsome  and  certainly  inter¬ 
esting  example  of  this  famous  early  issue.  3,450 
H81  North  American  token.  Breen-1 143.  VF-35 
(PCGS) . 350 

Believed  to  have  been  struck  early  in  the  19th  century. 
Curiously,  this  token  is  virtually  always  seen  in  worn  grades. 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Lancaster 
edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR 
BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare 
so  fine! . 1 ,295 

The  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  with  Michael  J .  Hodder  as  re¬ 
search  associate,  will  discuss  several  hundred  “finds”  of  in¬ 
teresting  American-related  coins,  including  a  section  about 
Kentucky  tokens. 

Apropos  of  the  Kentucky  token  here  offered,  if  you  want 
to  see  its  lettered  edge,  you  will  have  to  break  it  out  of  its 
holder.  At  least  you  will  know  how  PCGS  graded  it. 

Kentucky  token,  undated,  circa  1792.  Plain  edge. 

AU-50 . 350 

Undated  Double  Head  Washington  cent.  Breen- 
1204.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces . 765 

Stylized  or  “generic”  head  of  Washington,  quite  resem¬ 
bling  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

1783  B-l  184.  Georgius  Triumpho.  F-15  . 295 

One  of  the  more  curious  Washington  tokens;  maker 
unknown,  but  possibly  related  to  the  1783  Nova  Constellatio 
coinage  as  the  date  styles  are  similar. 

1783  Washington  cent.  UNITY  STATES.  B-l  188. 

EF-45  (PCGS) . 385 

1783  Washington  cent.  UNITY  STATES.  B-l  188. 

EF-40  (PCGS) . 365 

1783  Washington  token.  B-l  202.  Small  Military 

Bust,  Plain  Edge.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 350 

1783  Washington  token.  B-l 203.  Baker-4.  Large 
Military  Bust.  VF-20.  T.W.I.  and  E.S.  engraver 
and  designer  signatures  on  reverse.  Light  brown 
surfaces . 295 


(1795)  Washington  Liberty  &  Security  penny. 
B-1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Large  and  impres¬ 
sive  coin.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  olive 
highlights  and  faint  traces  of  mint  red. ...  2,1 50 
1795  Washington  Grate  token.  B-l  271.  MS-60. 
Lustrous  surfaces.  Mostly  golden  brown  with 
some  traces  of  faded  mint  red . 595 

Struck  by  the  Kempson  Mint  in  Birmingham,  England 
for  the  London  firm  of  Clark  &  Harris,  whose  establishment 
was  on  Wormwood  St.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  Washington 
and  eulogistic  inscription;  reverse  with  coal-burning  fireplace 
and  grate,  with  inscriptions  pertaining  to  Clark  &  Harris. 

A  somewhat  mysterious  “hoard"  of  these  is  discussed  in 
the  forthcoming  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  book. 

1795  North  Wales  halfpenny.  VF-20.  One  of  the 
more  rustic  issues  of  the  scries-which,  of  course, 
makes  it  ail  the  more  interesting!  . 375 


1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  Newman  6-W.l.  Rar- 
ity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splendid  specimen 
in  every  respect . 1,895 

A  case  can  be  made  tor  the  1787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro¬ 
duced  privately  under  contract,  there  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 

Hall  Cents 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  half 
cents  beginning  with  the  rare  1793  and  continu¬ 
ing  into  later  years,  including  Draped  Bust  half 
cents,  following  which  will  be  found  some  desir¬ 
able  Classic  Head  issues,  concluding  with  Braided 
Hair  types  of  the  1840s  and  1850s. 

Mark  Borckardt,  Dave  Bowers,  and  Ray  Merena 
have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  buying  these  pieces 
for  our  stock — and  copper  coins,  more  than  any 
other  series,  require  close  scrutiny.  We  believe  that 
you  will  be  pleasantly  rewarded  with  nice  quality 
when  you  receive  your  order — whether  the  pieces 
you  order  are  well  worn  or  are  close  to  Mint  State. 

And,  pause  a  few  moments  and  contemplate  the 
first  coin  offered:  a  truly  remarkable  1 793,  the  likes 


of  which  would  be  difficult  to  replicate. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  “B”  and  “C” 
numbers  from  Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

Superb  Quality  1793  Half  Cent 
Sharp  and  Lustrous 


1793  Breen-3,  Cohen-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  BN 

(NGC).  A  superbly  struck  specimen  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail  in  all  areas  including  the  hair  strands 
of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  the  words 
HALF  CENT  on  the  reverse.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur  and  discriminating  specialist.  Quality 
with  a  capital  Q!  Not  one  in  10  1793  half  cents 
at  this  grade  level  is  this  nice! . 22,750 

Most  1793  half  cents  in  collections  today  are  in  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  grade  levels.  Even  a  quality  Extremely  Fine  speci- 


At  the  1996 ANA  Convention. . . 


•4  Bob  Brueggeman  (executive  director  of 
the  Professional  Numismatist  Guild),  our 
own  Ray  Merena  (current  president  of  the 
Professional  Numismatist  Guild),  and  ANA 
president  Ken  Bressett,  this  reading  left  to 
right.  They  are  behind  a  podium  at  a  forum 
at  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
convention  this  past  August. 


►  From  left  to  right: 
Eric  P.  Newman,  who 
was  being  honored  at 
his  “Numismatist  of 
the  Year”  dinner  at 
the  ANA  convention, 
Q.  David  Bowers, 
former  ANA  presi¬ 
dent  David  A.  Ganz, 
and  current  president 
Ken  Bressett. 
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men  would  be  unusual.  More  often  than  not,  a  typical  1793 
half  cent  is  very  weak  at  the  reverse  center,  with  HALF  CENT 
being  indistinct  in  portions.  Numerical  grade  is  often,  one  thing 
and  quality  another.  I  he  present  coin  “has  it  all”  and  is  truly 
remarkable  for  its  quality. 

Sharp  Mint  State  1800  Half  Cent 


1800  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces  with  some  lighter  tinges,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  Very  well  struck  and  finely  detailed  in¬ 
cluding  on  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  on  the  obverse  and 
in  the  leaf  veins  on  the  reverse . 2,895 

This  marks  the  first  appearance  of  the  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  in  the  half  cent  denomination,  the  motif  having  been 
used  earlier  in  other  series,  first  on  the  silver  dollars  of  1795. 
The  portrait  was  from  noted  artist  Gilbert  Stuart’s  image  of 
a  Newport  socialite. 

In  the  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards  (working  title),  scheduled  for  publication  in  early 
1997,  there  will  be  several  fascinating  hoards  of  half  cents 
discussed-among  hundreds  of  other  notable  finds. 

1800  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 450 

1804  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-3.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20 . 200 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

The  “spike”  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  en¬ 
graving  tool. 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 
1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  MS-63 
BN  (NGC).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces;  lus¬ 
trous.  Ideal  for  the  type  collector  as  well  as  the 

specialist . 1,950 

1804  B-10,  C-l 3.  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich, 

lustrous  brown  surfaces . 1 ,050 

1804  B-l  2,  C-l  1.  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1 804  B-l  2,  C-l  1 .  F-l  2.  Small  planchet  clip . 89 

1804  B-l  2,  C-l  1 .  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 
VG-8 . 85 

1806  B-4,  C-4.  Large  6.  VG-8.  Uneven  strike.  39 

1807  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces. 
A  very  attractive  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  usu¬ 
ally  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades,  Good 


to  Fine  being  typical.  Rare  so  nice!  Die  State 

III . , .  519 

1809/6  (9  over  inverted  9).  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  275 

1 809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  date.  AU-55  (NGC).  Some 

traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1810  B-l ,  C-l .  VF-30.  Perfect  obverse  die . 325 


1811  B-2,  C-2.  VF-35  (ANACS).  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  A  rare  issue  in  all  grades,  especially 
elusive  as  attractive  as  the  present  coin.  Just 


purchased . 1,295 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1826  B-l,  C-l.  EF-45 . 175 

1826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35 . 235 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  MS-64,  red  and  brown. 
A  lovely  specimen  exhibiting  light  brown  com¬ 
bined  with  mint  orange-red . 650 

1828  B-2,  C-3.  13  Stars.  EF-45 . 95 


1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

1832  B-3,  C-3.  EF-40 . 89 

1 835  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  One  of  the  very 
finest  seen.  A  nice  mixture  of  fiery  mint  red  with 
lustrous  brown.  An  excellent  candidate  for  a  type 

set  or  specialized  collection . 1,495 

1 835  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-63  brown.  One  of  hundreds  of 
new  purchases  offered  for  the  first  time  in  this 

Rare  Coin  Review. . 325 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  EF-40 . 80 


Gem  Proof  1841  Rarity 
Original,  Large  Berries 


1841  Original,  Large  Berries.  Proof-65  BN. 
Original.  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  specimen  of 
this  famous  issue,  a  coin  combining  superb 
quality  with  classic  rarity.  Mirror  surfaces  are 
light  brown  with  ample  original  mint  red  and 
iridescent  hues.  Extremely  well  struck.  One  of 
the  very  finest  extant  specimens  among  only  a  few 

dozen  known . 8,500 

The  original  is  characterized  by  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath  (restrikes  have  small  berries).  Such  coins  were 
issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets  in  the  year  indicated. 

The  present  specimen,  as  with  all  seen,  has  a  small  die 
break  on  the  obverse  commencing  near  the  second  star  and 
exiting  near  the  seventh. 

1849  B-4,  C-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS). 
Just  purchased!  . 595 

1 849  B-4,  C-l .  Large  Date.  MS-60.  Lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  A  few  normal  marks  away  from  MS-62 
or  63.  Very  sharp.  A  nice  specimen  of  the  only 
business  strike  issue  dated  in  the  1 840s . 450 

1850  B-l,  C-2.  Rarity-2+.  EF-40.  Somewhat  scarcer 


than  generally  believed . 150 

1851  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-58 . 179 

1851  B-l,  C-l,  AU-55 . 159 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 79 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 139 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  VF-30 . 65 

1 854  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck, 

with  lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 975 


Collecting  possibility:  Assemble  a  complete  collection 
of  Braided  Hair  half  cents  made  in  business  strike  (intended 
for  circulation).  This  would  consist  of  one  each  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  1849  Large  Date,  1850,  1851.  1853,  1854,  1855, 
1856,  and  1857.  This  present  listing  will  give  you  a  nice 


start! 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 139 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 149 

1 855  B-l ,  C-l .  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1 39 


1 857  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-62  RB  mostly  brown.  Scarce  so 
fine  (in  fact,  scarce  in  any  grade).  We  always  buy 
1 856  and  1 857  half  cents  whenever  we  can  find 
high  quality  coins  for  reasonable  prices . 445 

James  Ross  Snowden,  director  of  the  Mint  when  these 
were  coined,  wrote  that  most  of  the  1857  half  cents,  already 
a  small  mintage,  were  melted  and  not  released. 


1 857  B-l ,  C-l .  MS-62,  brown . 375 

1 857  B-l ,  C-l .  EF-45  (PCGS) . 159 


Larop  rents 

Commentary:  I  he  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Com 
Review  is  rich  in  its  offering  of  large  cents.  Among 
the  selection  will  be  found  scarcities  and  rarities 
such  as  1793,  1809,  1821  and  1823,  and  many 
others,  including  high-grade  examples  of  various 
dates. 

Mark  Borckardt  has  been  working  intensely  on 
editing  and  expanding  Walter  Breen’s  manuscript 
on  1793-1814  cents,  and  from  what  the  present 
writer  (QDB)  has  seen,  it  will  be  a  delightful  work. 
It  is  interesting,  unusual,  and  wonderful  that  early 
American  copper  cents  have  served  as  a  forum,  a 
focal  point,  for  the  attention  of  so  many  histori¬ 
ans,  writers,  and  numismatists  over  the  years. 

High-Grade  S-6  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Vine  and  Bars  Edge;  EF-40 


1793  Sheldon-6.  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge. 
EF-40  (PCGS).  Splendid  medium  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  Extremely  attractive  overall.  Certainly  in 
the  top  10%  quality-wise  of  1793  cents  at  the 
EF-40  level.  From  an  old-time  New  England 
collection,  off  the  market  for  years . 8,950 

Over  the  years  the  possession  of  a  beautiful  1 793  Wreath 
cent  has  been  a  mark  of  distinction  for  any  numismatist.  Of 
the  entire  universe  of  extant  1793  cents  of  this  general  de¬ 
sign,  perhaps  several  thousand  in  all,  most  are  in  lower  grades 
from  About  Good  through  VG,  after  which  will  be  found 
some  Fines,  an  occasional  VF,  an  even  more  occasional  EF 
(as  here  offered),  and,  rarely,  an  example  even  higher. 

There  is  something  very  special  about  a  1793  cent  in 
any  grade.  A  piece  such  as  the  beautiful  EF-40  Sheldon-8 
offered  here  is  very  special,  and  when  it  is  sold  we  will  cher¬ 
ish  the  idea  of  having  it  back  someday  (nice  coins  have  a  way 
of  returning  to  us  when  collections  are  sold  or  auctioned). 


Mint  State  Atniable  Face  1794  S-30 
An  Extraordinary  Specimen 


1794  S-30.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attractive. 
Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  this  the  Amiable  Face 
variety;  Miss  Liberty  seems  to  be  smiling.  An 
extraordinary  specimen  of  an  early  American 
classic,  a  gorgeous  example  of  one  of  the  most 

aesthetically  pleasing  dies  of  the  war . 7,295 

1797  S-127.  Rarity-4.  Head  of  VG-8  Pleas 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  114 


Page  S 


COLONIAL  ANMOPPER  COINS 


ing  medium  brown  surfaces  and  well  centered 
with  full  obverse  and  reverse  denticles . 325 

1798  S-148.  Rarity-2.  First  Hair  Style.  Net  F- 
15.  Sharpness  of  VF-25  with  a  few  minor 
scrapes  and  rim  bruises,  primarily  on  the  ob¬ 
verse .  285 

1802  S-232.  EF-40.  Curious  die  blunder  with  T 

cut  over  Y  in  LIBERTY.  A  very  pleasing  coin. 
Advanced  reverse  rim  cud  above  ATE  in 
STATES.  A  tiny  planchet  Haw  is  noted  on  the 
obverse  rim  at  12:00 . 695 

1803  S-258.  EF-40.  Large  fraction,  short  fraction 

bar.  Superb  dark  brown  surfaces  with  the  de¬ 
vices  framed  by  lighter  tan . 895 

Ex  Homer  K  Downing  collection,  1952  ANA, 
Lot  1954. 

1803  S-258.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rich  medium 

brown  surfaces.  Arc-shaped  die  crack  in  ob¬ 
verse  field .  895 

1804  MS-63,  brown.  Restrike.  One  of  the  nicest 

we’ve  seen  in  a  long  time . 975 

This  so-called  “restrike"  is  actually  a  fantasy  coin  struck 
outside  the  Mint  using  discarded  dies.  The  obverse  is  that  of 
1803  Sheldon-261  while  the  reverse  is  from  the  die  of  1820 
Newcomb-12.  Once  considered  a  disgrace  to  any  coin  cabi¬ 
net,  this  emission  is  now  widely  accepted  and  quite  popular. 
We  buy  them  for  our  inventory  whenever  we  need  one  and 
see  a  pleasing  example. 

1808  S-279.  VF-25 . 595 


Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 


1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1808-1814 


Classic  Head  series . 4,995 

1809  S-280.  VG-8.  Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new 
purchases  in  this  issue  of  the  RCR . 195 


Delightful  1811  Cent 


1811  S-287.  Normal  Date.  AU-58  BN  (NGC). 
Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  with  incredible, 
problem-free  surfaces.  Just  shy  of  the  Condition 
Census  for  this  variety  although  almost  certainly 
among  the  top  20  known  examples.  This  example 
was  recently  sold  by  us  and  later  repurchased  as 
the  collector  further  upgraded  his  collection.  If 


you  missed  this  before,  here  is  another  chance. 
Don't  miss  this  one  again! .  5,650 

One  thing  about  high-grade  large  cents  is  that  they  do 
tend  to  move  around  a  bit.  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  a  half 
dozen  or  more  names  in  a  pedigree  listing. 

1811  S-287.  Normal  Date.  VF-20.  Steel  brown  and 
mahogany  with  very  faint  surface  corrosion. 
1  his  date  and  1 809  are  the  two  scarcest  coin¬ 
age  dates  of  the  Classic  Head  design  type.  525 
1817  Newcomb-16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  in  all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious 
variety  of  its  era,  and  every  collection  should 


have  one . 575 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  important  date . 1,495 


Among  later  date  large  cents  1816-1857,  the  1821  is  sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1823  in  terms  of  elusivity  in  higher  grades. 
The  vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades  from 
Good  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples  are  elusive. 

1821  N-l.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  brown.  A 
splendid  specimen . 595 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1822 


1822  N-10.  Rarity-2.  MS-63.  Lustrous,  glossy 
brown  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
early  Matron  Head  date,  one  that  was  not  rep¬ 
resented  in  any  hoard . 2,650 

Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate) . 2,695 


Attractive  and  Rare  1823  Cent 


1823  N-2.  Normal  Date.  EF-40.  Medium  brown 
surfaces.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  the  date 
among  later  large  cents  of  the  1816-1857  era. 
Our  only  regret  is  that  we  have  only  one  speci¬ 


men  in  stock;  wed  love  to  buy  a  handful.  When 
seen,  the  1823  is  nearly  always  in  lower  grades, 
and  even  a  nice  VF  would  be  unusual.  ..3,695 
1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  the  year  1 826  are  nearly  al¬ 
ways  seen  in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in 
200  specimens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 


Lustrous  Gem  1827  N-3 


1827  N-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-64,  brown.  A  glossy,  lus¬ 
trous  gem  specimen  of  a  date  that  is  fairly  elu¬ 
sive  in  higher  grades.  Die  break  among  left-side 

stars;  die  breaks  on  neck . 2,970 

1827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to 
find  at  the  AU  level.  This  piece  is  very  bluntly 
struck .  795 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 

1827  N-8.  VF-25 . 95 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63,  brown.  Light  brown  fields,  me¬ 
dium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid 
specimen  from  our  recent  buying  trip . 2,100 


Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


1828  N-6.  MS-64,  brown.  Light  brown  fields, 
glossy  and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in 
every  regard . 2,850 


Don  t  Miss  the  Book  Section ! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books  as  well  as  some 
brand  new  titles. 
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Numismatic 

Nostalgia 


Our  forthcoming  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards, 
is  filled  with  the  stories  of  hundreds  of  finds  of  interesting  coins. 
For  our  “Numismatic  Nostalgia’  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Revieivwe  present  information  on  the  Randall  Hoard.  This  does 
two  things  for  your  editor:  First,  it  enables  me  to  continue 
preparing  the  Treasure  book  tor  press,  without  having  to  create 
something  new.  Second,  it  gives  you  a  peek  at  what  is  in  store  for 
you  if  you  order  a  copy  of  the  book — which  I  hope  you  do! 

The  Randall  Hoard 


Hidden:  1830s 
Found:  by  1869 

Treasure :  Thousands  of  large  cents 


The  Hidden  Keg(s) 

Of  all  19th-century  American  coin  finds,  the 
most  famous  is  the  so-called  Randall  Hoard, 
named  after  a  later  owner  of  the  cache. 

Even  today,  mention  ot  the  Randall 
Hoard  recurs  with  frequency  in  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  and  sale  lists. 

Among  United  States  large  cents 
of  the  early  years  of  the  Matron  Head 


1  However,  in  most  modern  references 
and  citations  the  1816  is  included;  e.g., 

John  D.  Wright,  The  Cent  Book,  1992,  p.  4, 
concerning  1816  Newcomb-2:  “Possibly  a  few 
thousand  Mint  State  examples  survive  from  the 
Randall  Hoard  circa  1867. 

2  Representing  the  first  decade  ofgrowing  popularity 

of  the  railroad,  if  indeed  a  railroad  platform  was  involved. 
Atlanta,  settled  in  1 833,  was  founded  in  1 837  at  the  end  of 
the  Western  &  Atlantic  Railroad  and  at  first  was  named 
Terminus.  However,  there  were  many  other  Georgia  cities 
and  towns  antedating  the  railroad,  that  could  have  received 
a  keg  of  copper  cents  in  the  1820s,  shortly  after  their 
manufacture.  However,  it  is  likely  that  no  railroad  platform 
was  involved  (see  later  footnote). 

'  Walter  H.  Breen,  “Survey  of  American  Coin  Hoards,” 
The  Numismatist,  January  1952. 


design,  nearly  all  are  very  elusive  in  Mint  State, 
except  for  the  first  five  years,  1816  through 
1820.  Today,  many  of  these  exist,  with  1818 
and  1 820  being  the  most  numerous.  Such  coins 
arecommonlyattributed  to  the  Randall  Hoard. 
Cents  dated  1816  are  in  the  minority  and  are 
not  even  mentioned  in  some  historical  accounts 
of  the  hoard  and  may  be  from  another  source. 

While  notices  about  the  Randall  Hoard 
differ  in  some  details,  it  seems  to  be  the  con¬ 
sensus  that  a  small  wooden  keg  (or  perhaps 
more  than  one  keg)  filled  with  Uncirculated 
copper  cents  was  found  beneath  a  railroad 
platform  in  Georgia  after  the  Civil  War,  but 
before  autumn  1869. 

The  cents  may  have  been  hidden  during  the 
1861-1865  Civil  War  to  prevent  discover)',  or  they  may  have  been 
stored  in  such  a  railroad  facility  before  that  time,  possibly  as  early 
as  the  late  1830s7  Alternatively,  the  hoard  may  have  had  nothing 
to  do  with  any  railroad  platform  (as  usual,  hard  facts  are  scarce). 

Walter  Breen  related  that  in  the  1816-1 820  period  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  reused  wooden  kegs  that  had  been  obtained  from 
Boulton’s  establishment  in  Birmingham,  England,  from  whom  the 
Mint  bought  blank  planchets.1 2 3  These  kegs  typically  held  about 
1 4,000  cents  or  cent  planchets,  although  Mint  records  exist  of  kegs 
containing  1 2,000  to  1 8,000.  However,  as  the  Randall  Hoard  coins 
were  described  as  being  in  a  small  keg,  quite  possibly  the  number 
was  less,  perhaps  on  the  order  of 5,000  to  1 0,000  coins.  Again,  hard 
facts  are  lacking. 

An  early  citation  (given  below)  indicates  that  some  1 825-dated 
cents  were  included  as  well,  but  for  a  long  time  specialists  {e.g., 
Walter  Breen)  considered  this  unlikely,  as  Mint  State  cents  of  that 
date  are  very  rare  and  have  been  fora  long  time.  In  his  sale  of  August 
1 6,  1 887,  under  Lot  654,  W.  Elliot  Woodward,  stated  the  Randall 
Hoard  contained  cents  from  1817  to  1856,  but  the  latter  date  was 
probably  a  typographical  error  or  a  slip  of  memory. 

What  the  Hoard  Contained 

The  knowledge  we  have  today  of  the  hoard  is 
due  in  large  part  to  the  publication  in  1 869  of  an 
answer  to  a  correspondent.  Ebenezer  Mason, 
Philadelphia  coin  and  stamp  dealer,  published 
this  in  his  magazine: 

L.M.  Troy.  Beware  of  bright  pennies  of 
old  dates.  Buy  them  as  restrikes,  but  not  as 
originals.  We  can  send  1816,  1817,  1818, 
1819  (large  and  small  dates)  and  1 820 
U.S.  cents  for  25  cents  each,  or 
fair  ones  for  2  cents  each. 

This  evoked  a  response 
from  veteran  dealer  Ed¬ 
ward  D.  Cogan,  who 
wrote  this  to  Dr.  Charles 
E.  Anthon,  for  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics. 
The  date  was  January  1 1 , 
1870: 

My  Dear  Sir: — 

When  I  presented  to  our 
Society,  through  my  friend  Mr. 
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Betts,  at  the  last  meeting,  the  cents  of  1817,  18,  19,  and  ’20, 1  did  so  upon 
the  full  conviction  that  they  were  from  the  issues  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  struck 
in  the  years  of  which  they  bear  the  date.  Judge,  then,  of  my  surprise  to  find 
in  Mason  &  Co.’s  Magazine,  of  this  month,  a  caution  against  buying  these 
pieces  as  being  re-strikes. 

1  believe  all  these  pieces  were  purchased  of  Mr.  J.  Swan  Randall,  of 
Norwich,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  I  immediately  wrote  to  this 
gentleman,  asking  him  whether  he  had  any  idea  of  their  having  been  re¬ 
struck  from  the  original  die,  and  herewith  I  send  his  reply,  which  exculpates 
him  from  having  reason  to  believe  that  he 
was  offering  anything  but  original  pieces; 
and  from  his  statement  I  must  say  I  believe 
them — as  I  have  from  the  time  1  purchased 
them — to  have  been  struck  at  the  Mint  in  the 
years  of  their  respective  dates. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Edward  Cogan. 

Randall’s  letter,  datelined  Norwich, 

January  7,  1870,  is  given  herewith: 

Edward  Cogan,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir: — 

1  should  not  sell  coin  that  I  knew  or 
believed  to  be  re-strikes  without  letting  it  be 
known.  The  bright,  Uncirculated  cents  I 
have  sold  of  1817,  1818,  1819,  1820,  and 
1825,  I  am  very  sure  are  not  re-strikes.  1 
bought  them  of  Wm.  H.  Chapman  &  Co., 
dry  goods  merchants  of  this  village,  and  the 
head  of  the  firm,  W.H.C.,  informed  me  that 
he  got  them  of  a  wholesale  merchant  in  New 
York,  who  informed  him  that  he  got  them 
from  a  merchant  in  Georgia;  that  he  took  them  as  a  payment  on  a  debt,  and 
that  the  Georgia  merchant  wrote  him  that  they  were  found  since  the  war  in 
Georgia  buried  in  the  earth.1 

Mr.  Chapman  said  to  me  that  he  was  in  New  York  about  the  time  the 
cents  were  received  there,  and  that  the  merchant  who  had  (ditto)  thought 
they  were  too  large  to  use,  and  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  them;  and  that 
he  (Chapman),  thinking  that  his  customers  here  would  be  pleased  with 
bright  cents,  offered  ninety  cents  a  hundred  for  them,  which  was  immedi¬ 
ately  taken.2 

Chapman  &  Co.  commenced  paying  them  out  here,  and  their  bright 
appearance  and  old  dates  made  many  think  they  were  counterfeits,  and  they 
were  called  “Chapman’s  counterfeits.”  and  the  firm  stopped  paying  them  out. 

I  then  went  to  the  store  and  asked  W.H.  Chapman  if  he  had  disposed 


1  Thus  negating  the  “railroad  platform”  theory  mentioned  by  others  later, 
unless  the  hoard  was  beneath  a  railroad  platform  and  also  buried  in  the  earth. 

2  At  the  time  one-cent  pieces  were  legal  tender  only  to  the  amount  of  lOtf. 
Although  they  normally  circulated  at  par  and  probably  could  have  been  spent  at  par 
in  the  1 860s,  from  time  to  time,  including  for  a  period  in  the  1 840s  and  1850s,  cents 
were  in  oversupply  in  certain  commercial  channels  (such  as  in  New  York  City  from 
1841  through  1853)  and  traded  at  a  discount  for  face  value. 

Significant  contemporary  mention  that  they  were  in  just  one  keg,  and  it  was 
small.  The  hoard  “grew”  as  later  stories  of  it  reach  print,  these  being  by  people  not 
involved  in  the  original  find  or  distribution. 

1  Rarity  information  is  from  Walter  Breen,  United  States  Minor  Coinages  1 793- 
1916 ,  p.  11. 

Breen,  Encyclopedia,  1988,  p.  202. 

*  Pages  21 1-212. 


of  many  of  his  bright  cents;  he  replied,  “No.  I  made  a  bad  bargain,”  and 
laughed  about  their  being  regarded  as  his  counterfeits. 

1  then  offered  to  take  them  at  the  price  he  paid — ninety  cents  a 
hundred — and  he  was  very  willing  to  let  me  have  them.  They  were  loose 
together  in  a  small  keg,’  and  the  great  mass  of  them  were  of  1818;  and  a 
great  many,  though  apparently  Uncirculated,  were  more  or  less  corroded  or 
discolored.  I  enclose  herewith  one  of  the  1817  and  1818,  discolored  on  one 
side  and  bright  on  the  other,  From  this  statement,  you  will  see  that  there  can 
be  very  little  doubt  about  their  being  the  genuine  issues  of  the  United  States 
Mint  of  their  respective  dates. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  Swan  Randall 

Randall  passed  to  his  final  reward  on  January 
1,  1878.  Shortly  thereafter,  on  May  6-9,  1878, 
Edward  D.  Cogan  offered  the  remaining  coins 
at  auction,  comprising  85  dated  1817,  1 ,464  of 
1818,  67  1819,  and  500  “various  dates,”  pre¬ 
sumably  including  many  dated  1820. 

Becoming  Elusive 

The  typical  specimen  seen  today  with  a 
Randall  Hoard  pedigree  is  a  mixture  of  bright 
original  red  with  flecks  and  stains  of  deep  brown 
or  black.  Few  if  any  are  pristine  (uncleaned, 
undipped)  full  mint  red. 

According  to  Walter  Breen’s  research  in  the 
1950s,  the  most  readily  available  variety  attrib¬ 
utable  to  the  Randall  Hoard  is  1818  Newcomb 
1 0,  followed  by  1 820  N- 1 3.4  Curiously,  both  of 
these  varieties  are  usually  seen  with  die  breaks 
linking  the  stars  and  date.  Then  follow  in  de¬ 
scending  order  of  rarity  the  1 817  N- 14,  1816  N-2,  and  the  1819  N-9  and 
N-8  are  encountered. 

However,  by  1988  Breen  revised  his  thoughts  and  stated  that  1816 
N-2  and  1819  N-9,  although  traditionally  ascribed  to  this  hoard,  were 
from  other  groups,  and  that  the  Randall  hoard  included  specimens  of 
1825  N-97  Inasmuch  as  a  few  19th-century  commentaries  did  not 
mention  1816,  but  did  include  1825,  perhaps  this  is  nearer  the  truth, 
if  not  fact. 

As  late  as  the  1950s  it  was  not  unusual  to  see  groups  of  Randall  Hoard 
coins  in  dealers’  stocks.  By  the  1990s  the  supply  had  become  widely 
dispersed,  and  when  seen,  such  coins  were  apt  to  be  single  specimens. 

In  Retrospect:  Not  Plentiful  in  1859 

In  1859  in  his  American  Numismatical  Manual,  Dr.  Montroville  W. 
Dickeson  wrote  of  the  cents  of  various  years,  but  at  this  time  the  hoard  was 
not  known.  Thus,  the  1820  was  viewed  as  being  rare.  Extracts  from 
Dickeson:6 

1816  cent:  They  are  quite  plenty,  and  can  be  procured  looking  as  fresh 
as  when  they  first  came  from  the  Mint. 

1817:  The  metal  of  which  they  were  composed  is  well  milled  and  very 
hard,  which  protects  the  face  of  the  coin.  They  are  hence  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation. 

1818:  Plenty  and  well  preserved. 

1819:  Equally  plenty,  and  in  good  order  with  the  preceding  emission 

out. 

1820:  The  slight  milling  of  the  edges  of  these  coins  render  good 
specimens  difficult  to  be  obtained. 
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1828  N-10.  Small  Date.  AU-50. 


iomimai,  ami  copper  coins 


895 

Gem  1829  N-2  Cent 


1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-65,  brown.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  a  variety  and  year  not  often 
seen  at  the  gem  Mint  State  level . 3,685 

As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  large  cents  dated  from  1821 
through  1 829  are  very  elusive  in  high  Mint  State  grades.  This 
extends  also  to  pieces  dated  1825,  although  some  accounts 
place  cents  of  this  date  as  being  part  of  the  Randall  Hoard. 

A  pleasant  endeavor  is  the  assembly  of  a  date  set  of  so- 
called  Matron  Head  or  “middle  date”  cents  from  1816 
through  1839.  There  are  no  “impossible”  rarities,  although 
dates  such  as  1821  and,  in  particular,  1823  will  mount  a 
serious  challenge.  As  noted,  if  Mint  State  is  aspired  to,  then 
issues  from  1 82 1  through  1 829,  even  through  the  early  1 830s, 
are  not  easy  to  come  by.  There  are  many  interesting  varieties 
w'ithin  this  range,  not  only  a  few  scattered  overdates,  but 
major  portrait  and  letter  variations,  with  1839  taking  the 
cake. 

1831  N-3.  Medium^  Letters.  AU-50.  Lovely  light 

olive  and  tan  surfaces . 525 

1832  N-l.  Rarity-2.  Medium  Letters.  AU-50.  385 

1833  N-4.  VF-25 . 350 

1833  N-5.  Horned  8.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive,  lustrous  specimen  that  will  please  the 
variety  specialist  as  well  as  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector . 695 

The  fanciful  description  of  “Horned  8”  is  from  a 

repunching  visible  at  the  top  of  the  second  numeral. 

1833  N-5.  VF-30 . 75 

1833  N-6.  AU-50.  Double  Profile.  The  entire  pro¬ 
file,  including  the  edge  of  the  coronet  and  the 
neck,  is  sharply  doubled.  Glossy  olive  and  dark 
brown  surfaces . 425 

1836  N-3.  VF-35.  A  very  minor  planchet  clip  is 

noted  at  5:00 . 1 10 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  MS-60  (PCI).  They’re 

selling  fast!  We  recently  bought  a  group  of  these 
and  now  we  offer  them  individually  in  several 
grades.  Feuchtwanger  cents  have  been  widely 
chronicled  and  are,  in  fact,  listed  in  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Adding  a  piece  to 
your  collection  will  make  a  nice  complement 
to  a  federal  cent  coinage  collection . 325 

The  issuer  of  these,  Dr.  Lewis  Feuchtwanger,  proposed 
his  alloy,  a  variation  of  German  silver,  as  a  substitute  for  cop¬ 
per  in  coinage.  In  1 837  many  thousands  of  these  cents  were 
produced  privately.  Today  they  are  eminently  collectible  and 
highly  desired.  Different  die  combinations  can  be  collected 
and  are  delineated  by  Russ  Rulau  in  his  various  references  on 
Hard  Times  tokens. 

Dr.  Feuchtwanger  was  a  man  of  many  talents,  and  sold 
patent  medicines,  operated  a  small  museum,  and  even  wrote 


a  book  (in  1 838)  on  minerals  and  gems. 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58 . 249 

1  837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58  (PCI) . 249 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-55  (PCI) . 235 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

18.37  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 


1838  N-7.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous,  frosty 
brown  with  some  tinges  of  mint  red.  Another 
of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  in  this  is¬ 
sue .  895 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 


1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous 
golden  brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable 

so  fine .  1 ,895 

1839  N-14.  EF-45.  Rarity-3.  Booby  Head.  Dark 
brown  with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety,  destined 
to  become  an  important  component  in  the  spe¬ 
cialists’  cabinet . 695 

Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64,  red  and  brown. 

Much  fiery  mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light 
brown.  A  show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem.  2,350 
1847  N-6.  AU-50 . 175 

1847  N-l  1 .  MS-60.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces.  Outstanding  quality.  . 595 

1848  N-3.  VF-35.  If  you  like  die  varieties,  you’ll 
have  a  field  day  with  all  of  the  1 848  issues  of¬ 
fered  here!  Nearly  all  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our 


stock . 62 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 67 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 . 185 

1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 . 105 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 75 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 58 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-35 . 84 

1848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 60 

1848  N-31.  EF-40 . 130 

1848  N-3 5.  EF-40 . 95 

1848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 235 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 65 

1848  N-41.  AU-50 . 235 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 58 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 

Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1849  N-9.  Rarity-4+.  VF-30 . 95 


1850  N-21.  Rarity-3+.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Lovely 
tan  with  ample  mint  red.  The  centering  is  ex¬ 
cellent  and  the  lustre  full.  A  nice  candidate  for 

the  date,  type,  or  variety  collector . 825 

Late  state  of  the  dies  with  rim  breaks  over  F.  of  STATES 
and  F  A  in  OF  AMERICA. 

1850  N-22.  Rarity-4.  EF-40 . 1 19 

1851  N-l 2.  AU-55 . 135 

The  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col¬ 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1 839- 
1857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  but  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high  quality 
run  of  them. 


1851  N-38.  EF-45 . 95 

1853  N-9.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 275 

1853  N-l 2.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-55 . 159 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-l  6.  VF-20 . 32 

1853  N-33.  EF-45 . 75 


1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64,  red  and  brown. 
Predominately  light  brown  with  just  a  touch 

of  red .  495 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5’s.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-7.  Upright  5  s.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  ...795 
1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-45 . 150 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63,  brown . 495 

We  love  1857  large  cents — their  scarcity,  their  “story" 
as  the  last  large  cent — and  buy  all  of  the  nice  ones  we  can! 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  AU-58 . 285 

1857  N-2.  Small  Date.  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  A 
warm  and  even  blend  of  red  and  light  brown, 
the  color  of  softly  glowing  embers.  One  of  the 
nicest  we  have  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level.  750 
1857  N-4.  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 195 


Plying  Liittlr  Onls 


Dazzling  Gem  1856  FE  Cent 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem  specimen, 
quite  possibly  the  most  deeply  mirrored  and  at¬ 
tractively  lightly  toned  specimen  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale  in  over  40  years  ol  being  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  handling  more  than  our  share  of  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cents!  Far  Finer  than  any  other 
we’ve  seen  certified  at  the  Proof-65  level  and  far 
Finer  than  any  of  the  Beck  hoard  coins  distributed 
years  ago.  If  you've  been  looking  for  a  creme  de  la 
creme  specimen  of  this  American  numismatic  land¬ 
mark,  your  search  ends  right  here! . 23,850 

Somewhat  under  1 ,000  18V>  Living  1  aglc  ,ents  arc  Iv 
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lievcd  to  have  been  struck  in  1856  and  early  1857  to 
provide  samples  tor  distribution  to  newspaper  editors,  con¬ 
gressmen,  and  others  ot  influence  -to  acquaint  them  with 
the  new  design  and  tormat.  Everyone  involved  had  spent  their 
adult  lifetime  with  the  old  “large"  cent,  and  the  new  copper- 
nickel  cent  represented  a  major  change.  These  new  pieces 
were  nearly  all  in  “Uncirculated”  or  business  strike  finish. 

It  soon  developed  that  here,  indeed,  was  a  curious  coin, 
and  one  worth  owning.  At  the  time  there  was  a  great  interest 
developing  in  numismatics,  and  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 
was  at  the  center  ot  the  activity.  Mint  Director  James  Ross 
Snowden  announced  in  1 859  that  restrikes  of  earlier  patterns 
would  be  made  so  as  to  provide  a  supply  for  those  who  wanted 
them.  For  a  time — apparently  a  rather  short  time — this  re¬ 
striking  was  open.  Then  it  went  “underground.”  During  this 
period,  additional  pieces  were  made,  perhaps  1 ,500  or  so,  all 
in  Proof  tormat. 

Ever  since  the  days  of  the  1850s,  the  1856  Flying  Eagle 
cent  has  had  a  large  measure  of  fame  all  its  own.  The  owner¬ 
ship  ot  an  example  in  any  grade  has  always  been  a  badge  of 
distinction. 

Choice  Proof  1856  F.E.  Cent 


1856  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Attractive,  sharply  struck, 


and  desirable  in  every  way.  Another  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  an  American  numismatic  land¬ 
mark . 8,425 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue. 

Far  above  average  strike . 2,1 50 

1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  brown  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces  with  a  couple  negligible 
spots.  Especially  frosty  and  quite  desirable  as 

such . 2,150 

1 857  Snow-2.  Obverse  letters  type  of  1 856.  MS- 
64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous . 1,395 

It  is  believed  that  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents  with  the  let¬ 
tering  style  of  1856  (“square”  inside  to  O  in  OF,  etc.)  were 
produced  very  early  in  the  year,  perhaps  only  in  March  and 
April. 

1857  S-9.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  clashed  with 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  die.  A  sharp  and 
very  well  defined  specimen  of  one  of  the  most 
curious  coins  in  American  numismatics.  Lightly 
toned  golden  surfaces  with  a  few  hints  of  ma- 


More  on 
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They  still  keep  coming...  Our  naive  mention  in  Rare  Coin  Review,  #113,  page  8,  of 
Rimersburg,  without  knowing  what  state  it  was/is  in,  continues  to  bring  in  many  responses 
from  our  alert  readers,  and  elsewhere  in  the  present  issue  are  some  mentions  of  your 
editor’s  lack  of  knowledge  of  Pennsylvania-iana  (although  he  was  born  in  Honesdale,  PA). 

One  of  the  most  extensive  replies  was  received  from  Jay  Burrup,  who,  like  the  others, 
pointed  out  that  it  is  located  in  Clarion  County,  Pennsylvania,  but  added  excerpts  from 
the  town’s  history  printed  circa  1887.  “It  is  not  every  Eastern  American  town  that  could 
claim  an  undertaking  enterprise  as  one  of  its  chief  industries  and  an  Anti-Horsethief 
Association  as  a  social  club,”  reader  Burrup  commented.  “Sounds  more  like  the  western 
frontier  ala  Colorado,  Nevada,  or  Arizona.  From  the  amount  of  alcohol  reportedly 
consumed  in  Rimersburg,  perhaps  we  shouldn’t  wonder  that  undertaking  was  such  a  big 
business!”  His  enclosure  also  noted  that  its  earliest  settler,  John  Rimer,  turned  out  a 
popular  brand  of  whiskey,  and  possibly  because  of  this  the  name  Rimersburg  was  selected 
for  the  town  over  the  contending  name  of  Pinksville. 


genta.  A  prize  for  the  cabinet  of  the  connois¬ 
seur  and  specialist . 1 ,475 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brown-toned  surfaces.  495 

1 857  S-7,  bearing  on  the  obverse  clash  marks  from 

a  $20  Liberty  Head  coin.  F-12 . 545 

1 857  S-8,  bearing  on  the  reverse  clash  marks  from 

a  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar.  VF-35 . 295 

1857  FS-003.  Bearing  on  the  obverse  clash  marks 
from  a  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  die.  Fascinat¬ 
ing!  VG-8 . 125 


Famous  1858/7  Overdate 


1858/7  Overdate.  S-l.  MS-63  (NGC).  Interme¬ 
diate  die  state  with  the  under-digit  weak  yet 
visible.  Tip  of  7  protrudes  from  the  upper  right 
of  the  8.  Light  golden  tan  surfaces  with  traces 
of  russet  toning.  Very  attractive  and  quite  popu¬ 
lar . 3,695 


1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  and  lightly  toned  golden  olive  surfaces. 

Not  often  seen  at  this  quality  level . 2,395 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned 
lustrous  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  specimen.  875 
1 858  Large  Letters.  MS-60.  Light  golden  surfaces. 
Very  nice  strike . 235 

Inilian  I  lead  Cents 

Commentary:  It  is  now  being  printed!  As  you  read 
these  words,  Dave  Bowers'  new  book,  A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast's  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents, 
is  being  printed.  We  expect  to  begin  shipping  orders 
(which  are  coming  in  at  a  very  delightful  rate!)  in 
November.  If  you’ve  ordered  your  copy,  watch  your 
mailbox  at  that  time.  If  you  haven’t  ordered  one  yet, 
see  our  Books  for  Sale  section  and  do  so.  A  lot  of 
time,  effort,  and  money  has  been  spent  to  create  what 
we  hope  you’ll  find  to  be  a  fascinating,  highly  read¬ 
able,  and  highly  informative  book. 

Now  to  the  listing  of  coins  for  sale:  Indian  cents 
have  always  been  a  specialty  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  and  through  judicious  purchas¬ 
ing  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  very  nice  stock  of 
them.  However,  demand  often  outruns  supply,  and 
for  this  reason  no  listing  is  ever  complete. 

As  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to  press 
we  have  added  a  number  of  choice,  high-grade  ex¬ 
amples  that  will  satisfy  the  connoisseur.  Many  id 
these  came  from  a  set  we  recently  acquired  from  a 
very  “fussy”  old-time  collector.  In  addition,  there 
are  numerous  “type”  coins  and  common  dates 
something  for  everyone. 
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1 859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Just  purchased. 
Becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  find  in  choice 
condition . 995 


1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre. 
First  year  of  the  Indian  obverse,  only  year  with 
the  laurel  wreath  reverse . 995 

1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous.  Lightly 
toned . 425 

1859  MS-60  (PCGS) . 225 

1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bold  strike. 

Fairly  scarce  at  this  level;  far  scarcer  than,  for 
example,  1862  or  1863.  A  far  finer  than  usu¬ 
ally  seen  specimen  of  this  quite  interesting,  but 
little  known  variant . 1,250 

First  year  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  design,  the  basic 
motif  continued  through  to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1909. 


1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 

surfaces . 425 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Iridescent  golden  rose.  Lus¬ 
trous  and  very  attractive . 725 

1861  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  highly-prized  low-mintage 
Civil  War  date . 365 

1861  MS-60 . 199 


1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  superb  gem  specimen 
of  this  Civil  War  date.  A  glittering,  mirror  Proof 
that  will  please  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 
Very  rare  so  fine!*. . 1,895 

The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  the  mintage  was  550  pieces. 
Most  of  the  survivors  are  in  grades  considerably  below  that 
offered  here. 


1862  Proof-62.  Brilliant . 450 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  possibility 

for  a  type  set . 275 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge  and  not  visible  from 

obverse  or  reverse,  mint  error . 110 

1863  MS-65.  Lustrous . 625 

1863  MS-64.  Light  golden  surfaces.  Lustrous, 

lovely.  . 259 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  259 

1863  AU-58  (PCGS) . 55 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-64 . 295 

1864  Copper-nickel.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 1 10 

1864  Bronze.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 785 

Prominent  and  rather  interesting  die  break  at  top  two 
feathers  and  final  S  of  STATES. 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-60 . 315 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-50 . 219 

1865  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1865  MS-63,  red . 275 

1865  AU-58.  Interesting  heavy  die  clash . 49 

1 866  MS-65,  red  and  brown.  Slightly  more  brown 

than  red.  Great  strike! . 895 


Specialists  in  Indian  cents  are  beginning  to  appreciate 
that  “red  and  brown”  represents  a  very  nice  surface  charac¬ 
teristic  for  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents,  if  the  colors  are  nicely 
blended.  Certification  services  are  no  help,  for  the  general 
notation  “RB”  can  mean  a  nicely  blended  coin  such  as  of¬ 
fered  here,  or  it  can  also  mean  one  with  extensive  spots.  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  “RB"  designation  applies  equally,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
certification  services,  to  coins  with  25%  red,  75%  red,  or 
even  90%  red.  When  seeking  pieces  for  inventory  we  en¬ 
deavor  to  acquire  pieces  that  are  visually  attractive. 


1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 375 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 539 


18b6  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 325 

1866  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 325 

1866  AU-50 . 189 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top  quality  specimen 

of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 


1867  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  We  buy  nice  Indian 
cents  whenever  and  wherever  we  Find  them!  495 


1867  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 495 

1 867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red 
and  brown  toning . 450 

1867  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 465 


1867  Repunched  7  in  date.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  595 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin.  750 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen. 

Not  many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times . 1,395 

1868  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 289 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date.  Nicely  blended  toning  in 
fields . 1,295 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown 
toning  with  fiery  original  mint  red.  Another  In¬ 
dian  cent  for  the  discriminating  buyer.  ...  1,195 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Scarce  at  this  grade 
level .  725 

1869  VF-20 . 235 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 

In  our  experience,  an  1 870  Indian  cent  at  this  grade  level 
is  two  to  three  times  scarcer  than  one  dated  1 868  or  1 869 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  sleeper. 

1870  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Virtually  full  red,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  very  desirable . 1,195 

1870  Snow-7.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  red. 
“Pick- Axe”  variety,  doubled  die  reverse  (we  charge 
no  premium  for  this  interesting  feature). ..  1,195 

1 870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with  this 
combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and  high 


quality.  . 895 

1870  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1870  MS-60 . 475 

1870  EF-45 . 375 


1871  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  medium 

brown  surfaces.  Rare  so  fine! . 1,095 

1871  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  A  “find” 
for  the  buyer  who  wants  an  excellent  combina¬ 
tion  of  quality  and  rarity.  A  “lot  of  coin  for  the 
money,”  considering  the  market  value  of  lesser 


grade  pieces . 865 

1871  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 615 

1871  MS-61,  brown.  Rare . 525 

1871  VF-30 . 295 


Order  it  Today, 

Enjoy  It  Tomorrow 

Request  our  overnight  service;  free  on 
coin  orders  of  $500  or  more,  just  $10  for 
orders  below  that  amount.  In  this  way  that 
special  coin  can  be  in  your  hands  just  hours 
from  now! 


1871  VF-20 . 259 

1872  MS-63,  brown.  An  attractive  key  date  issue. 

Another  “lot  of  coin  for  the  money  item,  con¬ 
sidering  the  market  prices  of  EF  and  AU  speci¬ 
mens.  Always  in  demand . 825 

1872  MS-62,  brown.  A  lustrous,  very  attractive 

coin  that’s  sure  to  please! . 725 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS).  Rich,  lustrous  brown 

surfaces . 725 

1872  VF-35  (ANACS) . 299 

1 872  VF-20.  Key  date . 285 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-62,  brown.  Delightful  with 

rich  brown  surfaces  tinged  with  a  bit  of  mint 
red.  One  of  many  recent  purchases . 375 

1873  Open  3.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS) . 595 

1873  Open  3,  MS-64,  red.  Struck  only  in  business 
strike  format,  unlike  the  Closed  3  variety  which 
is  available  in  both  Mint  State  and  Proof.  1 ,495 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 219 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 1,095 

1874  MS-63,  brown . 225 

1874  AU-50 . 119 

1874  EF-45 . 99 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 650 

1875  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Slightly  mellow  mint 

red . 850 

1875  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 235 

1876  MS-65,  red  and  brown.  Centennial  year  is¬ 
sue . 725 

1 876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Intense  red  lustre  begin¬ 
ning  to  change,  gradually,  to  attractive  brown. 

A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  issue . 725 

1876  MS-63,  red . 550 


Classic  Gem  1877  Proof  Rarity 


1877  Proof-64,  red  and  brown.  A  gorgeous, 
sharply  struck  gem  specimen  of  the  classic  date 
in  the  series.  A  great  addition  to  any  advanced 
collection . 2,950 

Among  all  Indian  cents  the  1877  is  the  most  desired 
date.  The  number  of  Proofs  minted  is  not  known,  and  esti¬ 
mates  have  varied  from  about  510  to  1,250,  with  our  esti¬ 
mate  being  toward  the  latter.  Of  those  that  were  struck,  the 
piece  offered  here  is  probably  in  the  top  couple  hundred  re¬ 
maining  examples  quality-wise.  As  such,  it  is  an  important 
find  for  the  connoisseur. 

1877  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
landmark  issue,  the  rarest  and  most  desired 


Indian  cent  date . 1,850 

1877  VG-8 . 475 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 950 

1879  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Generous  amounts  of 

mint  red  on  lustrous  surfaces . 275 

Base  of  1  in  date  repunched. 

1879  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 195 

1880  Proof-65,  red  and  brown . 330 

1880  Proof-64,  red  and  brown . 195 

1880  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 249 

1880  MS -64,  brown .  145 
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1881  Proof-65,  red  and  brown . 375 

1881  I’root-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  piece  of  hand¬ 
picked  quality  significantly  finer  than  that 
usually  seen .  325 

1881  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1882  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 145 

1883  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS) . 425 

1883  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS) . 250 

1 883  Proof-64,  brown.  A  splendid  specimen  and,  in 

our  opinion,  inexpensive  on  todays  market.  235 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1884  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 395 

1884  MS-64,  brown . 175 

1885  Proof-63,  brown . 189 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 

The  surfaces  are  a  mixrure  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown. 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces.  ...399 

1885  MS-64,  brown . 245 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65,  red  and  brown..  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Lots  of  value  here! . 795 


Oops. . . ! 

In  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 12,  page  23, 
we  ran  a  filler  entitled  “On  the  Enduring 
Nature  of  Medals”  which  read: 

This  little  poem  is  translated  from  the 
French  and  is  by  IV.  Beauvais,  1739: 

The  Medal,  faithful  to  its  charge  of  fame, 
Through  climes  and  ages  bear  each  form 
and  name; 

In  one  short  view,  subjected  to  our  eye, 
Gods,  emperors,  heroes,  sages,  beauties  lie. 

On  J uly  11,  1996,  George  Kolbe  wrote 
the  following: 

“I  enjoyed,  as  usual,  sifting  through  the 
most  recent  RCR  for  the  lirtle  gems  of 
numismatic  lore  always  found  therein.  Were 
he  still  alive,  Joseph  Addison,  however, 
might  be  a  little  miffed  at  you.  I  believe  it 
was  he,  not  William  Beauvais,  who  wrote 
the  delightful  lines  cited  in  part  of  page  23 
under  the  headline  'On  the  Enduring  Na¬ 
ture  of  Medals.’  ...” 

And  on  September  10,  1996,  George 
Kolbe  wrote  again: 

“Well. .  .1  got  it  wrong  also!  I  am  unpack¬ 
ing  a  fine  library  of  early  works  on  numis¬ 
matics  for  my  December  New  York  sale  and 
came  across  a  1 753  edition  of  Addison  and 
also  a  modern  extract  which  I  have  for¬ 
warded.  I  believe  it  is  self-explanatory  and 
clearly  proves  false  my  assertion  about  the 
person  who  might  be  a  little  miffed  at  you 
(Mr.  Pope  might  be  miffed  at  both  of  us!). 
Pope’s  ‘Verses’  apparently  accompanied  the 
later  editions  of  Addison’s  work.” 

“Best  regards,” 

— George 


On  the  Type  I  the  final  feather  in  the  headdress  points 
between  the  1  and  C  in  AMERICA. 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  more  red  than  brown,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  Lots  of  value  here,  too!  . 795 

1 886  Type  I.  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 525 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 
red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 895 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1 886  Type  II.  MS-63  BN  (ANACS).  Mostly  brown 
with  a  tinge  of  mint  red.  Scarce  variety.  ...439 

1887  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 595 

Interesting  die  break  around  rim  at  lower  and  lower  right 
obverse. 

1887  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 295 

1888  Proof-64,  brown . 195 

1888  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 265 

1889  MS-64,  red . 425 

1890  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous . 1,495 

1891  Proof-64,  red  and  brown . 295 

1892  Proof-64,  red  and  brown.  Scarce  in  Proof, 
and  more  or  less  ignored  by  the  marketplace. 


This  adds  up  to  another  Indian  cent  with  a  lot 
of  value  for  the  price  paid . 295 

1892  MS-60 . 35 

1893  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 259 

1893  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 65 

1894  Proof-64,  brown.  Dark  brown  and  iridescent 

blue . 1 95 

1894  MS-63,  red . 175 

1895  Proof-64,  red  and  brown . 195 

1895  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 99 

1896  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 265 

1896  MS-60 . 29 

1897  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 189 

1898  MS-65,  red . 315 

1899  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 795 

1899  Proof-64,  red  and  brown . 250 

1899  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 99 

1903  MS-65,  red . 250 

1903  MS-64,  red . 105 

1906  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 259 

1908-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  675 
1908-S  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 319 

The  first  branch  mint  bronze  cent.  Fairly  scarce  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 

1908-S  MS-63,  brown . 315 

1908-S  AU-50 . 149 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-65,  red  and  brown.  A  delight¬ 
ful  example  of  a  low  mintage  issue.  Although  de¬ 
scribed  by  us  as  red  and  brown,  this  coin  displays 
more  mint  red  than  some  we  have  seen  designated 


full  red  by  the  grading  services . 1 ,095 

1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid 

coin,  mostly  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,095 

1909-S  Indian.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 425 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


liiiuoln  ('(‘ills 

Commentary:  In  the  following  listings  we  offer 
many  high-quality  Lincoln  cents  including  the  ever- 
popular  and  quite  scarce  1909-S  V.D.B.  In  recent 


years  Lincoln  cents — once  the  darling  series  of 
American  numismatics,  but  then  faded  from  the 
limelight — have  been  coming  back  into  their  own. 
The  numismatic  community  looks  forward  to  our 
publication  soon  of  a  major  new  book  on  the  series 
by  David  W.  Lange,  author  and  researcher  (and  past 
contributor  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review).  Watch  for  it! 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  or¬ 
ange-red  with  attractive  brilliant  rose  periph¬ 


eral  toning . 2,150 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64,  red.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A 
gem  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,295 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem 
specimen  of  this  prime  Lincoln  cent  landmark. 
How  nice  this  will  look  in  your  collection!  1 ,295 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  ...  1,195 
1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding  combination 
of  high  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic  appeal 

with  low  (in  this  context)  price .  1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64,  red  and  brown,  with  nearly 
full  original  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse; 
discernible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An 


item  for  the  price-conscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45 . 650 

1909-S  V.D.B.  EF-45  BN  (NGC) . 650 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  This  is  tied  with 
others  for  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS . 595 

1909  Lincoln.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .35 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 525 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 175 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 1  59 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-60 . 139 

1909-S  Lincoln.  AU-55 . 125 

1909- S  Lincoln.  EF-45 . 99 

1910  MS-64,  red,  very  close  to  MS-65.  A  gem.  45 

1910- S  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 110 

1910-  S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 85 

191 1- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 

Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual¬ 
ity! . 525 

191 1-D  MS-65,  brown . 125 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  390 

191 1-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

191 1-D  AU-50 . (V 

191 1- S  AU-55 . 79 

1912  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 165 

1912- D  MS-65,  red . 875 


1912-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  superb  specimen, 
brilliant,  frosty,  and  well  struck,  of  an  issue  that 
is  readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  which  is 
very  rare  at  this  level.  Another  item  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  numismatist . 8~S 

1912-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 229 

1912-S  MS-63,  brown . 145 
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1912-S  MS-60 . 95 

1912- S  AU-55 . 65 

1913  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 225 

191 3- D  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 1 15 

1913-D  MS-63,  brown . 109 

1913-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 350 

1913-S  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 195 

1913-S  MS-63,  brown . 125 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 


1914-D  Key  Date 


1914-D  MS-64  BN  (ANACS).  Glossy  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  iridescent  lilac  and  gold,  faded  from 
mint  red.  A  key  issue  in  the  Lincoln  series.  One 
of  the  nicest  we’ve  had  in  recent  years.  ..2,450 
1914-D  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  this  highly  prized  rarity.  . 1,995 


1914-D  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 1 ,850 


1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  re¬ 
sulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and, 
of  course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of 


coin  for  the  money.”  . 1 ,095 

1914-D  EF-45 . 473 

1914- S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1915  MS-63,  brown . 85 

191 5- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1915- S  EF-40 . 29 

1916  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 95 

1916  MS-65,  brown . 39 

1916- D  MS-65  RB  (PCI).  Very  close  to  full  mint 

red!  Quality!  An  unusually  fine  gem . 595 

1916-D  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 85 

1916- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 265 

1917  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 195 

1917- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 215 

1917-D  MS-60 . 59 

1917-S  MS-64,  brown . 139 

1917- S  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 135 

1918  MS-65,  red . 115 

191 8- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 895 

1918-D  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 145 

191 8-S  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 175 

191 8- S  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 135 

1919  MS-65,  red . 65 

1919  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1919  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 29 

1919- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 235 

1919-D  MS-63,  brown . 69 

191 9-S  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 165 

1919-S  MS-60 . 35 


1920  MS-63,  red . 29 

1920  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 22 

1920-D  MS-60 . ss 

1920-S  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 325 

1920- S  MS-63,  red  and  brown . IS') 

1921  MS-65,  red . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921- S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharper  ai  the  centers 
than  generally  encountered  for  this  variety.  695 

1921-S  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 345 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NC,G).  Sharp  strike,  and  rare 

so . 345 

1921-S  MS-63,  brown . 125 

Popular  1922  “Plain”  Cent 


1922  No  D.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  Absent  the  D  (indeed,  by  definition), 
but  otherwise  quite  a  bit  sharper  on  obverse  and 

reverse  than  usually  seen . 1 ,950 

1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Just 
purchased,  and  what  a  nice  example  it  is!  1,950 
1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse.  (PCGS).  1 ,695 

1922-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem!  Popu¬ 


lar  lower  mintage  issue . 575 

1922-D  EF-40 . 22 

1923  MS-65,  red . 16S 


(Expcrimentqf  Offering* 


( 


In  1942  the  United  States  Mint  began 
searching  for  a  suitable  replacement  for  the 
copper  cent. 

Being  a  strategic  war  material  copper  was  in  high 
demand.  Replacement  material  required  various  proper¬ 
ties  to  simulate  copper  as  closely  as  possible.  Private 
companies  were  contacted  to  explore  materials  as  diverse 
as  plastic  and  glass. 

Special  dies  were  prepared  for  use  in  the  testing 
process.  The  firms  involved  provided  sample  planchets 
which  were  struck  with  these  dies. 

Recently  we  were  fortunate  to  acquire  a  small  quan¬ 
tity  of  plastic  “planchets”  or  disks  which  were  left  over 
from  one  of  the  private  companies  involved.  We  have 
two  different  types  of  material: 

General  purpose  phenolic  resin  is  very  dark  brown. 
Each  weighs  10.30  grains  and  has  six  concentric  circles 
raised  on  each  side. 

Urea-formaldehyde  plastic  is  olive  and  weighs  1 0.76 
grains.  These  also  have  six  raised  circles  on  each  side. 

Order  either  type  for  $79.00  each. 


V\|i  important 
d^escarcfi  Opportunity 

As  part  of  the  purchase  of  the  plastic  disks  we  also 
have  acquired  a  handwritten  (in  pencil)  report  to  the 
United  States  Mint  from  a  successful  scientist  in¬ 
volved  in  the  testing  of  various  samples  submitted  as 
replacements. 

This  rough  draft  consists  of  approximately  40 
pages  providing  test  procedures  and  results.  The 
tests  includes:  Specific  gravity,  dimension,  water 
absorption,  impact  strength,  resistance  to  abrasion, 
flammability,  color  stability,  and  accelerated  service. 

We  cannot  overstate  the  importance  of  this  re¬ 
port  to  the  researcher  studying  the  1 942  plastic  cent 
issues.  To  our  knowledge,  this  report  is  unique. 

We  hope  that  the  person  who  acquires  this 
information  uses  it  to  further  the  pub¬ 
lished  knowledge  of  these  issues.  $1,995. 
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1923  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 35 

1923-S  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  Scarce  so  tine.  One 

of  the  key  dates  ot  the  decade . 595 

1923-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1923-S  MS-63,  brown.  Very  frosty.  Key  date.  295 

1923- S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1924  MS-65,  red . 155 

1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 45 

1924- D  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer 
than  generally  appreciated,  in  our  opinion.  425 

1924-D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 425 

1924-D  AU-55 . 189 

1924- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 375 

1925  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 25 

1925- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 825 

1925-D  MS-64,  brown.  Full  reverse  strike.  ...  189 

1925-S  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 595 

1925- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1,275 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 69 

1926  MS-65,  red . 45 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 45 

1926  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  4951926-D  MS-64 

RD  (PCGS) . 495 

1926-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 295 

1926-D  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 85 

1926-S  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  One  of  the  key 

dates  of  the  decade  of  the  1920s . 295 

1926-S  MS-63,  brown . 125 

1926-S  MS-62  BN  (ANACS) . 125 

1926- S  AU-50 . 49 

1927  MS-65,  red . 75 

1927  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 75 

1927- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 

gem!  . 265 

1927-D  MS-64,  brown . 69 

1927-S  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 1 19 

1 927-  S  MS-63,  brown . 109 

1928- D  MS-64,  red . 119 

1928-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 119 

1928-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 145 

1928- S  MS-63,  red . 145 

1929  MS-64,  red . 35 

1929- S  MS-65,  red . 119 

1930  MS-65,  red . 29 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS) . 69 

1930-D  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 39 

1930-D  MS-63,  red . 29 

1930- S  MS-63,  red . 19 

1931  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1931  MS-65,  brown . 39 

1 93 1- D  MS-64,  red . 109 

1931-D  AU-58 . 42 

193 1-D  AU-55 . 38 

1931-S  MS-65,  red.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen  of 

this  popular  low-mintage  date . 245 

1931-S  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 65 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39 


1932  MS-65,  red . 35 

1932-D  MS-65,  red  and  brown . 39 

1933  MS-64,  red . 29 

1935-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1935- S  MS-65,  brown . 19 

1936- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1937  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 379 

1937- D  MS-66  RD  (ANACS) . 45 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 259 

1938  Proof-65,  red . 1 19 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 119 

1938  MS-66  RD  (Hallmark) . 39 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 199 

1939-D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS) . 75 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 235 


1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

We  recently  bought  an  old-time  cache  of  gem  Proof  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  of  this  era.  Take  advantage  of  our  offering  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  dates  you  need. 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1941  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1941  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 99 

1942  Proof-63,  red  and  brown . 29 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  lus¬ 
trous,  attractive  specimen  of  this  curious  vari¬ 
ety.  . 695 

The  first  mintmark,  an  S,  protrudes  above  the  second 
and  the  final  mintmark,  a  D.  Readily  discernible  under  low- 
power  magnification. 

1946-S/D  MS-64  RD  (PCI).  A  blazing  red  speci¬ 


men . 425 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1951  Proof-63,  red . 24 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58 . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 615 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Commentary:  The  short-lived  two-cent  series 
began  in  1864  and  ended  in  1873.  The  present 
listing  includes  most  of  the  different  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  scarce  and  high  quality  varieties. 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-50.  The  classic  business 

strike  rarity  of  the  denomination . 415 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  tan  lustrous  surfaces. ..  975 

1864  Large  Motto.  Obverse  doubled  die.  Breen- 

2377.  AU-50 . 375 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1865  MS-60 . 85 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Another  of 

the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  in  this  Rare 
Coin  Review  (to  save  space  we  mention  only  a 
few) .  550 

1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC)  Brilliant . 435 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1 869/8  Breen-2399.  Alternatively,  1 869  repunched 

date.  EF-45  (ANACS) . . . 805 

1  871  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  this  state 
and,  in  our  opinion,  quite  undervalued.  Just 
purchased . 625 


Gem  1872  2 <t  Rarity 


1872  Proof-65,  red  and  brown,  mostly  red.  A  glit¬ 
tering  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  important 

issues  in  the  series . 1 ,950 

1872  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  In  Mint  State  this  is  a  great 
rarity;  only  a  few  were  saved  at  the  time  of  issue. 
Last  business  strike  date  in  the  series . 1,795 

It  is  not  clear  why  business  strike  1872  two-cent  pieces 
were  made.  In  1871  the  Mint  gathered  in  many  two-cent 
pieces  of  earlier  dates,  and  these  were  subsequently  melted 
and  converted  into  planchet  strip  for  Indian  cents  (account¬ 
ing  in  part  for  increased  mintages  of  Indian  cents  after  1 872). 
We  would  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  most  1872  two-cent 
pieces  never  left  the  Mint,  but  were  melted. 

1872  VF-20.  Rare! . 295 

1873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  nice 

specimen  of  this  classic  rare  issue.  Gems  such 
as  this  are  always  in  demand.  Estimated  600 
pieces  struck,  all  Proofs  (with  no  related  busi¬ 
ness  strikes).  Always  in  demand! . 1,850 

Nickel  Pieces 

Commentary:  Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  produced 
from  1865  through  1889,  are  interesting  to  col¬ 
lect.  A  complete  date  run  can  be  acquired  for  rela¬ 
tively  low  cost  on  today’s  market,  and  this  includes 
examples  in  higher  grades  such  as  Mint  State  and 
Proof.  Issues  toward  the  end  of  the  series,  begin¬ 
ning  in  1877,  are  in  most  instances,  remarkable 
for  their  low  mintages. 

We  offer  a  selection  that  includes  some  of  the 
popular  low-mintage  issues  of  the  1880s. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 


portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...715 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1865  MS-62  (PCGS) . 115 

1865  AU-58.  Interesting  die  clash . 49 

1868  MS-63 . 159 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1870  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 


Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1 872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 395 


1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur . 1 ,850 
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The 

Shield  Nickel 


by  Tom  LaMarre 


Traveling  through  the  South  in  1865,  historian  Carl  Schurz 
said  that  the  countryside  “looked  for  many  miles  like  a  broad 
black  streak  of  ruin  and  desolation — the  fences  all  gone;  lone¬ 
some  smokestacks,  surrounded  by  dark  heaps  of  ashes  and 
cinders,  marking  the  spots  where  human  habitations  had  stood; 
the  fields  along  the  road  wildly  overgrown  by  weeds.” 

America’s  monetary  system  had  fared  little 
better  during  the  Civil  War.  Pressed  to  the 
brink  of  bankruptcy,  Congress  authorized 
the  T reasury  Department  to  issue  $60  mil¬ 
lion  worth  of  Demand  Notes.  In  Decem¬ 
ber  1861,  the  government  suspended  specie 
payments.  According  to  Register  of  the 
Treasury  Lucius  E.  Chittenden,  gold  and 
silver  coins  disappeared  from  circulation 
“with  marvelous  celerity.” 

“They  seemed  to  vanish  in  the  day,”  he  wrote, 

“probably  into  the  private  hoards  of  the  people,  since  the 
specie  of  the  banks  failed  to  show  any  considerable 
increase.  War  existed,  no  one  could  predict  the  future,  and 
the  thrift  and  caution  of  the  people  led  them  to  lay 
something  aside  which  could  not  lose  its  purchasing  power. 

“  They  hastened  to  lay  hold  of  these  coins  and  secure  them 
where  they  could  be  found  when  other  means  of  subsistence 
failed.  The  scarcity  of  these  coins  produced  great  inconvenience 
in  business.  It  became  almost  impossible  to  make  change  in  the 
ordinary  purchases  from  dealers  and  merchants.” 

One  solution  was  postage  and  fractional  currency,  including 
a  paper  five-cent  denomination.  After  the  war,  Mint  Director 
James  Pollock  called  for  a  new  five-cent  piece  to  replace  the 
worn  fractional  notes  that  were  still  in  circulation.  Pollock 
envisioned  a  temporary  life  for  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  which 
would  be  minted  only  until  silver  coins  had  a  chance  to  emerge 
from  wartime  hoards. 

Authorized  by  the  Act  of  May  1 6,  1 866,  the  new  coin  was 
composed  of  75  percent  copper  and  25  percent  nickel,  and  was 
slightly  smaller  and  thicker  than  today’s  Jefferson  nickel. 

The  Mint’s  chief  engraver,  James  B.  Longacre,  designed 
the  nickel,  using  the  two-cent  piece  as  his  inspiration.  Critics 
called  the  nickel  “the  ugliest  of  all  known  coins”  and  described 
the  obverse  shields  as  “a  tombstone  surmounted  by  a  cross 
overhung  by  weeping  willows.”  Early  examples  had  stars  and 
rays  encircling  the  “5”  that  dominated  the  reverse,  but  the  rays 
were  eliminated  part  way  through  the  production  run  of 


1867-dated  nickels. 

Much  of  the  nickel  that  was  used  in  the 
production  of  five-cent  pieces  initially  came 
from  Joseph  Wharton’s  Gap  Nickel  Mines  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.  In  1867,  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  nickel  began  coming  from  new,  more 
productive  mines  in  Ontario. 

All  Shield  nickels  were  struck  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  (it  was  not  until  1912 
that  a  branch  Mint — the  Denver  Mint — 
struck  its  first  nickels).  Peak  production 
occurred  in  1  867  and  1  868,  with  nearly  30 
million  examples  struck  each  year.  Not 
included  in  the  official  tallies  were  Shield 
“nickels”  that  originated  outside  the  Mint. 
The  March  1870  issue  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics  reported: 

The  Sub-Treasury  lately  found  they  were  redeeming  counter¬ 
feit  nickel  “fives.”  A  lot  was  assayed  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and 
proved  to  be  deficient  in  nearly  1 1%  of  nickel,  being  about  14 
instead  of  25,  and  only  70  instead  of  77  grains  in  weight.  Zinc  was 
added,  making  a  “German  silver,”  and  the  counterfeits  very' 
naturally  turned  yellow. 

This  and  a  certain  coarseness  of  finish,  coupled  with  an 
undue  size  in  the  motto  “In  God  We  Trust,”  first  led  to 
suspicion.  The  specific  gravity  is  also  about  8.72  when  it 
should  be  nearly  9  in  the  genuine. 

This  counterfeit,  like  some  other  “good  things,” 
seems  to  be  a  New  York  institution.  Thus  far  it  has 
been  found  with  the  dates  1867,  ’68,  and  '69. 

The  problem  proved  to  be  minor,  and  in 
1873  Congress  eliminated  the  silver  half 
dime,  leaving  the  Shield  nickel  as  the 
only  five-cent  piece.  Later  that  year,  a 
financial  panic  began  when  one  of  the 
nation’s  leading  banks,  Jay  Cook  and 
Company,  collapsed  after  investing 
too  heavily  in  railroad  securities.  For 
the  first  time  in  history,  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange  was  forced  to  close  be¬ 
cause  of  a  banking  crisis. 

President  Ulysses  S.  Grant  and  Secretary'  of 
the  Treasury  William  Richardson  decided  to  let  the  panic  run  its 
course,  and  it  did,  for  several  years,  eventually  taking  its  toll  on 
nickel  production.  Only  Proofs  were  struck  in  1 877  and  1 878.  In 
1 879,  fewer  than  30,000  nickels  were  minted,  an  amazingly  small 
quantity  for  a  country  with  more  the  47  million  people. 

I  he  April  1 880  issue  of  The  Coin  Collectors'  Journal  reported 
that  1 6,000  “nickel  five  cents"  were  struck  in  January  1 880,  by  far 
the  lowest  output  of  any  denomination  in  that  particular  month. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  the  Mint  turned  out  only  7,000 
more  nickels. 

Production  shot  to  1  1  million  pieces  in  1 882,  then  dropped  to 
1 .4  million  in  1883,  including  an  undetermined  quantity  of  the 
desirable  1883/2  minting  variety. 

Later  in  1883  the  Shield  nickel  gave  way  to  the  Liberty'  Head 
nickel,  but  not  before  it  had  established  the  durable  five-cent  piece 
as  a  mainstay  of  the  coinage  system.  More  than  a  centurv  after  the 
first  “temporary'”  nickels  were  released,  the  five-cent  piece  is  still 
being  struck  in  its  original  alloy,  an  accomplishment  worthy  of 
Ripley’s  “Believe  it  or  Not.” 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  I  1 4 


Page  1  S 


18'"'  Proof-64  (PC  CiS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  the  most  wanted  date  in  the  series,  a 
rare  Proof-only  issue.  This  particular  example, 
just  purchased,  is  a  gem  and  is  nicer  than  some 
Proof-65  coins  we’ve  seen! . 1 ,495 

1 878  VF-20.  A  coin  collector  must  have  spent  this 
one!  Very  rare  in  worn  grades  (far  rarer  than 
high-grade  Proof1.) . 545 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS) . 195 

1883  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 349 

Tiny  die  break  at  upper  left  of  the  reverse,  unusual  for  a 
Proof.  Perhaps  this  was  struck  from  a  Proof  die  which  con¬ 
tinued  in  use  for  business  strikes.  Interesting! 

1883  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  325 

1886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  Avery  appeal¬ 
ing  specimen . 525 

Rare  Proof-only  date.  No  business  strikes  were  produced 
this  year. 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  specimen 


of  the  last  year  of  the  denomination . 495 

1889  MS-64.  Very  lustrous . 495 


Silver  3D  Pieces 

Commentary:  As  a  class,  silver  three-cent  pieces 
(dare  we  call  them  “trimes  ”?)  are  scarcer  today  than 
are  nickel  three-cent  pieces.  The  silver  issues  were 
first  produced  in  1851  and  made  in  quantity 
through  1862,  after  which  coinage  was  severely 
curtailed.  The  last  year,  1873,  was  limited  only  to 
Proofs.  Today,  all  dates  are  collectible,  but  those 
after  1 862  are  scarcer  and  more  expensive. 

1852  AU-58  (PCGS) . 149 

1853  MS-60.  Especially  lustrous . 169 

1858  AU-50  (PCGS) . 185 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1861  EF-40 . 65 

1870  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Rare  and  desirable  date. 
Where  else  can  you  get  a  choice  Proof  rarity  for 
only . 525 

Nickel  5P  Pieces 

Shield  Nickels 

Sharp  Gem  1866  Nickel 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  First  year  of  issue. 
Sharply  struck  (very  unusual  for  this  date), 
frosty,  and  lustrous.  A  premium  quality  example 
for  the  connoisseur;  not  one  in  1 0  coins  has  this 
aesthetic  appeal . 2,450 

If  you  arc  building  a  collection  of  American  coins  by  de- 
agn  rvpes.  wc  nore  that  with  sharply  struck  features  the  1 866 
With  Ravs  nickel  is  one  of  the  most  elusive  coins  of  its  era. 


1867  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning. 
Very  scarce,  much  more  so  that  market  prices 
indicate . 495 

A  very  interesting  piece  with  extensive  die  breaks  on  the 
obverse  and,  especially,  the  reverse. 

1867  Rays.  MS-62.  Rare  variety.  Brilliant . 395 

With  massive  die  breaks  on  obverse  and  reverse;  one  of 
the  most  startling  Shield  nickels  we  have  ever  seen  in  this 
regard.  A  prime  find  for  the  specialist  in  the  series,  a  great 
“story  coin”  and  a  rare  variety  as  well! 

1867  Rays.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 199 

1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  275 

1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces. 
THE  key  issue  among  Shield  nickels.  ...  1 ,450 

1878  Proof-61  (ANACS).  Proof-only  issue.  Bril¬ 

liant.  A  19th-century  classic  rarity  is  yours  for 
only . 569 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous . 259 

1883  Shield.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden 

toning . 325 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1883  Shield.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of 
this  attractive  (in  our  opinion)  and  popular  (fact: 
after  a  few  years  of  lassitude,  there  has  been  a  great 
vitality  in  this  series)  design.  Take  your  pick  of  these 
beauties,  each  guaranteed  to  please: 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 925 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant.  We  recently  bought  a  small  group  of  these. 

Only  a  few  are  left.  Buy  one  for . 325 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64 . 85 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 85 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  235 

1883  Liberty.  With  CENTS.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  125 

1884  MS-63.  (PCGS) . 235 

1886  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and 

rare.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series.  It’s  yours 
for . 795 

1887  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  toning. 

Very  inexpensive  on  todays  market . 165 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1893  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous . 139 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  139 

1912  Liberty  nickel  hub  trial.  Deep  impression  of 

1912  obverse  die,  complete,  on  a  large,  thick 
copper  flan.  Possibly  unique . 995 

IlnlTalo  Nickels 

Commentary:  Buffalo  nickels,  minted  from 

1913  through  1 938,  are  very  popular  in  the  present 
market  and  have  been  for  a  long  time. 

The  obverse  design  featuring  a  Native  American 
is  true  to  life,  rather  than  stylistic  (as  on  the  Indian 
cent).  The  reverse  depicts  a  bison  (as  it  is  properly 
known),  popularly  called  a  “buffalo,”  also  taken 
from  life.  Among  Mint  State  coins,  branch  mint 
varieties  in  the  early  and  mid-1920s  are  particu¬ 


larly  elusive  if  decently  struck.  Many  pieces,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  at  the  Denver  Mint,  are  as  flat  the 
proverbial  pancake. 

We  always  buy  nice  Buffalo  nickels  of  varieties 
not  in  our  stock.  Enjoy!  As  always,  your  satisfac¬ 
tion  is  guaranteed. 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  175 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  95 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  55 
1 91 3-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 79 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-63 . 1 15 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  289 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 289 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64 . 1 10 

Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<t 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and 
somewhat  proof  like.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but 
quite  unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few 
high-grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist 
will  really  appreciate  this  one! . 3,650 

Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rarity”  among 
Buffalo  nickels . 3,650 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S  Type  II 
years  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  top  two  or  three 
“key”  issues,  but  today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it 
is  somewhat  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  genera¬ 
tions  of  collectors  come  and  go  and  emphasize  different 
things. 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen!.  Whenever  we  see  a  very  nice  1 9 1 3- 
S  Type  11  at  a  reasonable  pnce,  we  buy  it! ...  975 
1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  gem.  What  a  selec¬ 
tion  we  have  in  this  issue!  .  975 
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IVICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


1913- S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  AU-50 . 280 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..363 

1914- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 295 

1915- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .625 

191 5- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade  and  with  the  quality 
of  the  example  here  offered . 1 , 1 50 

1916  MS-64  (ANACS) . 98 

1916- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 450 

1916-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light  and  quite  at¬ 
tractive  toning . 199 

Important  1916-S  Gem 


1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful. 
Not  often  do  we  have  a  1916-S  of  this  quality. 
A  find  for  the  connoisseur! . 2,795 

1916-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 530 

1916- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 79 

1917  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 475 

1917- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 719 

191 8/7- D  VG-8  (ANACS).  Rare  and  desirable  in 
all  grades,  a  key  issue  in  the  series . 539 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..215 

1918- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful  .  1,195 

1918-D  EF-40 . 169 

1918- S  EF-40 . 145 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

191 9- S  EF-40.  Somewhat  scarce  branch  mint  is¬ 
sue . 169 

1920- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful 

with  delicate  toning  over  brilliant  surfaces.  Key 
issue  at  this  grade  level . 1,450 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 535 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 
of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 785 

1923- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.785 

1924- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning— 

the  way  we  like  them.  Another  beauty! . 765 

Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  for  the 


specialist . 3,1  50 

1924-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 


1  925-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Delicate  toning . 425 

1925-D  VF-20.  Planchet  lamination . 49 

1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 
this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series . 1,850 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1926- S  VF-20 . 295 

1927  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 550 

1927- D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces . 285 

1928- D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 89 


Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5<t 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 

grade  level . 4,950 

1928-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 615 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  very  pleas¬ 
ing.  We  bought  four(!)  of  these  little  beauties, 
and  we  expect  them  to  sell  right  away.  Buy  one 
for:  . 615 

1928- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 475 

1929  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1929  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1929- D  MS-64 . 245 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 125 

1 929- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  pewter  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights . 125 

1930  MS-63.  Brilliant . 49 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 435 

1930- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 435 

1931- S  MS-65-  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem . 195 

The  1931-S  has  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  the  1930s 
in  this  series;  just  1.2  million  pieces  were  struck. 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces . 240 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 89 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 390 

1935-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 


1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 55 

1936  Type  I.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  One  of  the  nicest  we’ve  seen  in  recent 
times.  Could  easily  be  called  Proof-65 . 925 

This  was  among  the  first  Proof  strikes  in  1 936  and  has  a 
somewhat  satiny  or  matte-like  finish  quite  unlike  the  so-called 
Type  11  or  mirror  finish  variety.  Rarer  than  the  latter. 

1936  Type  IL  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Tins 
is  the  Type  II  or  deep  mirror  surface  issue  that 


is  in  such  great  demand . 1,195 

1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1936-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1937  Proof-64.  Light  golden  toning.  A  nice  coin 

for  a  high-grade  type  set . 795 

1937  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 59 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 


toning  over  lustrous  surface.  One  of  the  nicest 

we  have  ever  seen  or  handled . 3,450 

1937-D  3-Legged.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Much  lustre 

still  remains . 575 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-45  (ANACS) . 519 

1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40 . 425 


1937-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  We  only 
have  a  few  left  from  a  nice  group  of  NGC-en- 
capsulated  pieces  Mark  Borckardt  recently  pur¬ 
chased.  Going!  Going!  Nearly  gone!  Order  one 


for:  . 189 

1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1937- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 35 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

Mlmon  Nickels 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1942  Type  I.  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1942  Type  II.  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 145 

1942-PType  II.  Proof-66  (ANACS).  Brilliant  159 
1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  1 59 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1949-D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

1951  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1952  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1953  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 35 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 32 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 15 


1955-D/S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce.  59 


—  To  Order  — 

Call  toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
or  by  fax  1-603-569-5319 


1937-D  3-Legged 
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Uuestion  & 
Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


QI  have  been  us¬ 
ing  your  book,  A 
Buyer’s  Guide  to 
the  Rare  Coin 
Market,  as,  literally,  my 
guide  to  buying,  and  I  have 
found  it  to  be  the  most 
useful  text  I  have  encoun¬ 
tered  anywhere.  Is  a  new 
edition  in  the  works?  It  would  be  useful  to 
update  it  to  include  events  of  the  past  several 
years.  — L.B. 


A  few  years  back  I 
purchased  a  191 4- 
S  Barber  quarter 
dollar  at  a  coin  show.  The 
coin  graded  VT-30.  The  coin 
overall  is  nice  and  I  agree  with 
the  grade.  The  problem  is  the  “S” 
mintmark  is  Fdled,  looks  more  like 
a  blob  or  a  build  up  of  metal  yet  can 
be  recognized  by  a  trained  eye  as  an  “S”  mintmark  even 
though  the  blobs  are  fdled.  1  then  pointed  out  to  the  dealer 
that  the  coin  was  pleasing  but  I  would  pass  on  it  because  of 
the  blob  “S”  mintmark.  He  then  replied  that,  “you  will  find 
this  to  be  the  case  on  most  all  1914-S  quarters.” 

Well,  I  guess  it  didn't  take  much  to  talk  me  into  buying 
that  coin.  After  a  few  months  went  by  the  thought  occurred 
to  me  that  seeing  how  the  1914-S  quarter  has  a  very  low 
mintage  how  could  the  mintmark  get  in  such  a  bad  state. 

My  questions  are:  (1.)  Is  there  any  truth  in  saying  that 
most  1914-S  quarters  have  a  blob  “S?” 

And,  (2.)  am  I  right  in  thinking  that  it  would  be  unusual 
for  a  mintmark  to  be  in  such  a  bad  state  after  about  250,000 
blows?  Thank  you  for  your  time  and  any  effort  in  response 
to  this  letter.  — D.F. 

A  David  Lawrence,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber 
Quarters,  p.  110,  notes  that  at  least  lour  different 
mintmark  positions  are  known  for  the  1914-S,  and 
“one  or  two  of  these  have  a  flat,  filled  in 
S.”  Further,  “Coins  with  a  soft,  filled  S 
are  genuine,  though  they  may  look  odd.  ” 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  foregoing 
with  specific  regard  to  the  1914-S,  ex¬ 
cept  to  say  that  for  all  coins,  the  more  a 
piece  is  worn,  the  “larger”  the  mintmark 
will  appear  to  be.  This  is  because  the  top 
of  the  S  mintmark  is  normally  a  rounded 
ridge.  As  wear  occurs,  the  rounded  fea¬ 
ture  becomes  flat.  Eventually,  the 
mintmark  will  lose  most  of  its  relief  and 
will  be  limited  to  the  mass  of  the 
mintmark  closest  to  the  field  of  the  coin. 

The  place  where  the  mintmark  meets  the 
field  on  a  worn  coin  will  display  a  larger 
area  than  the  curved  top  of  an  unworn 
mintmark,  the  mintmark  will  appear  larger  and,  sometimes, 
“filled.” 


A 


On  our  “good  intentions”  list  is  pro¬ 
ducing  an  update  sometime  in  1997. 
Hopefully,  the  precepts  and  guidelines 
are  non  time-sensitive,  and  you  will  continue  to  find  the  book 
to  be  worthwhile.  When  a  new  version  is  ready  we  will 
announce  it  in  advance  and  have  some  type  of  a  pre-publica¬ 
tion  offer. 

It  A  A 

I  have  three  Morgan  dollars — an  1882-CC  in 
MS-65,  an  1881  -S  in  MS-65,  and  an  1898-0  in 
MS-63.  Each  of  these  is  from  a  different  mint, 
as  you  can  see.  I  am  trying  to  plan  a  course  of  action  to 
acquire  more  Morgan  dollars,  but  don’t  know  how  to  go 
about  doing  it.  I  don’t  believe  I  will  ever  be  able  to  afford 
an  Uncirculated  or  a  Mint  State  1889-CC,  and  I  don’t 
know  about  the  1895  Philadelphia.  I  can  take  care  of  most 
of  the  others,  but  I  don’t  know  what  grades  to  buy.  Any 
ideas? — A.M. 


Q 


A 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


Not  knowing  your  monthly  or  yearly  budget,  I  can 
only  give  some  general  ideas.  These  thoughts  may 
prove  helpful: 

Pick  an  upper  price  limit  range  for  MS-65,  perhaps  $200, 
perhaps  $300,  or  perhaps  $500.  Once  that  is  done,  based  upon 
your  budget,  acquire  all  of  the  different  dates  and  mintmarks 
you  can  at  that  limit  or  lower.  Some  of  these  will  be  quite 
inexpensive  and  others  will  test  the  upper  limit  of  $500  or 
whatever. 

Once  that  is  done,  evaluate  the  dates  and  mintmarks  you 
have  yet  to  acquire.  Then  in  the  MS-64 
range  set  similar  limits,  $200,  $300,  and 
$500,  or  whatever.  Buy  all  of  the  pieces 
you  can  within  that  price  range. 

At  this  point,  take  a  survey  of  the 
pieces  you  still  need,  and  do  the  same 
thing  but  now  with  the  MS-63  grade. 

Once  that  is  done,  you  will  find  that 
you  have  the  majority  of  dollars  in  the 
1878-1921  Morgan  series.  Then  on  a 
coin-by-coin  basis  you  can  evaluate  what 
grades  you  wish  to  acquire.  For  example, 
perhaps  you  will  want  to  get  the  1889- 
CC  in  a  grade  such  as  VF-20  or  EF-40. 
With  regard  to  the  1895  Philadelphia 
Mint  coin,  known  only  in  Proof  or  im¬ 
paired  Proof  preservation,  you  might 
eliminate  this  entirely — on  the  grounds  that  you  have  a 
collection  of  business  strike  varieties  and  do  not  need  to 
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QUESTION  &  ANSWER  FORUM 


include  1  roofs.  Or,  you  can  wait  until  an  impaired  Proof  comes 
along,  but  this  will  probably  test  the  $  1 0,000  mark.  However,  if  you 
do  acquire  one  of  these  it  will  be  a  highlight  to  add  to  your  collection, 
something  very  special. 

If  you  follow  my  suggestions  and  after  you  complete  your  collection 
in  the  MS-63  to  MS-63  level,  drop  me  a  note  with  the  dates  and 
mintmarks  you  have  remaining,  and  I  can  make  a  specific  recommen¬ 
dations  to  you  in  a  separate  letter. 

&  t  i 

QA  friend  of  mine  collects  coins,  and  is  building  a  type 
set  of  United  States  pieces  through  your  company.  He 
already  has  most  of  the  issues  and  now  needs  some  of 
the  early  pieces.  I  am  not  a  collector  myself,  but  would  like  to  be, 
and  he  suggested  that  I  write  to  you.  While  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  start  a  type  set  of  United  States  coins,  as  1  don't  know  much 
about  it,  what  should  I  start  buying  in  order  to  become  interested 
in  coin  collecting  without  spending  too  much  money  until  I 
know  what  I  am  doing?  — R.C. 

A  Why  not  start  a  type  set  of  20th-century  coins?  This 
would  involve  one  ofeach  copper,  nickel,  and  silver  coin, 
the  design  for  which  was  minted  from  1901  to  the 
present  time.  You  can  easily  start  by  getting 
issues  from  the  1940s  onward  for  very  little 
money.  In  fact,  for  less  than  $100  you  can 
get  just  about  everything.  I  would  set  as  a 
goal  MS-63  grade,  but  there  is  no  harm 
trying  MS-64  or  MS-63  depending  on  how 
much  you  want  to  spend.  Your  friend  can 
probably  give  you  some  guidance  in  this 
direction. 

You  can  then  work  backwards  and  ac¬ 
quire  some  of  the  earlier,  scarcer,  20th- 
century  issues,  such  as  the  Barber  dime,  quar¬ 
ter,  and  half  dollar,  the  Liberty  Head  nickel,  the  Indian  cent,  and 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  (which  comes  in  two  design  variations,  the 
Type  I  and  Type  II).  These  pieces  I  have  just  mentioned  can  be 
acquired  last,  by  which  time  you  will  have  several  dozen  inexpensive 
varieties. 

At  the  same  time  I  suggest  that  you  buy  a  few  books.  Our  Books  for 
Sale  section  in  the  back  of  this  issue  will  give  you  some  ideas.  If  you 
don’t  have  any  strong  preferences  and  don’t  already  possess  a  copy,  I 
consider  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  to  be  absolutely  essential  to  any  library — beginning  or  advanced. 
You’ll  find  this  book  will  quickly  pay  for  itself. 

*  i  A 

Help!  I  just  bought  a  set  of 
Jefferson  nickels  from  1938  to 
1960  in  a  Library  of  Coins  al¬ 
bum.  The  pieces  are  all  Mint  State,  al¬ 
though  some  have  some  marks.  I  thought 
the  set  was  very  cheap  as  I  paid  just  $310  for  it. 

There  are  even  a  few  Proofs  mixed  in. 

I  was  enjoying  my  set  until  a  friend  who  is  a 
coin  collector  said  Jefferson  nickels  are  not  popu¬ 
lar  and  that  1  should  buy  something  else.  I  like  them, 
but  don’t  know  what  to  do.  Do  you  have  any  suggestions?  What  is 
popular  to  collect? — J.C.L. 


^fjCLOPEDu 
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A  Your  inquiry  is  a  classic,  perhaps  what  they  call  a  FAQ  on 
the  computer  circuit — a  “frequently  asked  question.” 

In  all  instances — no  matter  what  the  coin  market  is,  no 
matter  what  popularity  trends  are,  or  no  matter  what  else  is  going  on — 
you  should  collect  what  interests  you.  Collecting  something  that  your 
friend  finds  interesting  but  you  don’t,  makes  no  sense  to  me.  Ifyou  arc 
decorating  your  home  and  found  an  inexpensive  painting  that  you 
thought  was  beautiful,  would  you  take  it  down  and  replace  it  with 
something  your  neighbor  thought  looked  nicer? 

All  too  often,  people  follow  popularity  trends  and  ignore  what 
they  re  heart  and  eyes  tell  them.  For  my  money,  the  Jefferson  nickel  set 
is  a  great  thing  to  have,  and  a  good  way  to  go.  I’m  not  commenting  on 
your  specific  set,  as  I  haven’t  seen  it  in  person,  but  I’m  just  remarking 
in  general  terms.  Right  nowjefferson  nickels  are  a  bit  out  of  favor,  and 
issues  that  used  to  be  in  great  demand — the  1939-D  is  the  key  to  the 
series — are  now  relatively  neglected.  The  1 950-D  nickel  was  once  the 
focal  point  of  the  entire  numismatic  market — this  was  in  1963  and 
1964.  If  one  were  to  name  a  single  “hot”  coin  back  then,  the  1 950-D 
would  be  it!  And  now  in  1996  the  1 950-D  Jefferson  is  just  about 
forgotten,  and  sells  for  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  $40  it  once  commanded. 
I  admit  that  the  $40  was  a  bit  high,  but  the  present  market  price  of 
under  $10  for  a  Mint  State  coin  certainly  cannot  be  viewed  as 
overpriced,  considering  this  is  the  lowest  mintage  issue  in  the  series. 

I’m  not  trying  to  sell  you  on  the  idea  of  collecting  Jefferson 
nickels,  as  you  already  have  a  set.  However,  I  do  think  it  is  good 
when  exploring  avenues  of  coin  collecting  to  buy  what  you  find 
interesting,  as  you  have  to  live  with  it.  Let  your  coin  collecting 
friend  buy  what  he  wants,  and  you  continue  buying  what  you  want. 
Ifyou  latch  upon  a  series  that  is  out  of  favor,  all  this  means  is  that 
the  prices  are  apt  to  be  quite  inexpensive  compared  to  an  issue 
which  is  in  the  limelight.  Many  years  ago  Bernard  Barouch  was 
asked  about  his  secret  to  success  in  the  stock  market,  and  he  stated 
that  his  plan  was  to  buy  stocks  that  were  out  of  favor — when  others 
were  eager  to  unload  unpopular  stocks,  he  was  a  buyer.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  a  stock  seemed  to  be  extremely  popular  and  priced 
more  than  he  felt  it  was  worth,  he  sold  his.  The  last  thing  he  would 
have  done  would  be  to  buy  more. 

Follow  your  own  inclinations.  You  will  probably  find  these  are 
best  in  the  long  run.  At  the  same  time  keep  an  eye  out  for  quality  and 
be  sure  you  are  getting  your  money’s  worth. 


From  a  Fellow  Dealer 

This  is  from  M.B.H. 

“Bonjour,  my  fellow  numismatist  dealer. 

“Thank  you  so  much  Mr.  Bowers  for  your  reply  to  a  question  I 
sentyou  some  time  ago  for  use  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  I  was  pleased 
to  see  my  question  answered  in  the  “Question  &  Answer  Forum" 
in  issue  No.  1 02.  The  question  asked  was  why  Morgan  silver  dollars 
minted  in  San  Francisco  have  more  lustre  than  their  counterparts 
(Philadelphia,  New  Orleans,  and  Carson  City)  and  sometimes  have 
a  better  strike. 

“Not  only  did  you  cover  the  production  techniques  of  making 
‘great-looking’  Morgan  coins,  but  you  also  covered  some  psycho¬ 
logical  factors  as  well.  I  always  enjoy  receiving  my  copy  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review.  It  has  helped  me  expand  my  knowledge  of  rare  coins 
made  in  the  United  States.” 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Hall  Dimes 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  half 
dimes,  always  a  pleasant  series  to  collect.  Recently, 
when  cataloguing  the  Norweb  Collection  of  Cana¬ 
dian  coins  for  our  November  auction  we  were  quite 
impressed  with  the  Canadian  five-cent  silver  pieces 
and  mused  that  they  would  be  a  nice  collateral  col¬ 
lection  for  anyone  interested  in  U.S.  half  dimes. 


High-Grade  1795  Half  Dime 


1795  Valentine-5.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Flowing  Hair 
style  as  used  for  1794-1795  issues.  Beautiful 
gunmetal-blue  and  gray  toning.  Excellent  strike 
and  without  the  often-seen  adjustment  marks. 
A  prize  coin  for  the  half  dime  connoisseur  or 
the  type  set  collector.  A  very  handsome  speci¬ 
men,  just  purchased . 2,650 

Obverse  die  with  break  from  Y  in  LIBERTY  through 
Miss  Liberty’s  nose;  another  break  through  7  in  date. 

Mint  State  1796  Half  Dime 


1796  V-l.  MS-63  (NGC).  Rarity-4.  A  splendid 
specimen,  brilliant  and  very  sharply  struck ,  the 
latter  being  highly  unusual.  All  details  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  hair  on  the  obverse  and  the  breast 
feathers  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse  are  needle 
sharp! . 1 5,900 

Famous  and  short-lived  design  with  Draped  Bust  ob¬ 
verse  and  Small  Eagle  reverse,  a  rare  type  in  most  other  se¬ 
ries,  particularly  among  half  dollars. 

When  James  F.  Ruddy  was  writing  his  masterful 
Photograde  book  in  the  late  1960s  he  found  that  half  dimes 
of  the  1796-1797  type  were  among  the  most  difficult  to  ac¬ 
quire  in  various  grades  for  photography. 

1 829  V-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  First  year  of  the  Capped 
Bust  style,  following  a  hiatus  in  the  mintage  of 


this  denomination  since  1805  . 375 

1 830  V-6.  AU-58 . 295 

1833  V-l.  AU-50 . 235 

1 833  V-5.  AU-58 . 295 

1834  V-4.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 


1835  V-7.  AU-50.  Most  original  lustre  is  still  vis¬ 
ible . 235 

Liberty  Sealed  Hall  Dimes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Very  lustrous  and  frosty  with  a  hint  of  golden 
toning.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  the  first 

year  of  the  design . 1,950 

This  design  was  adapted  from  Christian  Gobrecht’s  beau¬ 
tiful  silver  dollar  of  1836  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  half  dime  series,  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  (and  dimes, 
too)  without  obverse  stars  were  struck  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  in  1837  and  at  New  Orleans  in  1838  (1838-0)  and 
not  otherwise.  The  absence  of  stars  gives  them  a  cameo-like 
aspect. 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  AU-55 . 435 


1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC). 
Brilliant,  frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your 
type  set . 695 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  AU-50 

(ANACS) .  145 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 135 

1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 
toning . 695 

1849/8  AU-58  (ANACS) . 250 


Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass”  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 

we’ve  seen . 3,250 

An  ideal  coin  for  the  numismatist  who  has  an  “  1 824 
over  various  dates”  half  dollar  and  wants  a  half  dime  equiva¬ 
lent! 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 


silver  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine . 795 

185 1-0  AU-50 . : . 195 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 
with-arrows  version  of  this  date!  . 1,595 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  half  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  later  coins  were  of  lighter  weight, 
enabling  them  to  circulate  effectively. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare.  750 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58 . 149 

1 853  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 149 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1853- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia 
Mint  cousin . 950 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 

and  iridescent  toning.  Probably  from  an  old- 
time  collection . 1 ,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  es¬ 
pecially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
anywhere!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consid¬ 
erably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  1854  half  dime . 1,095 

1856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of 
a  popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lus¬ 
tre  and  warm  golden  toning.  Choice  for  the 
grade . 595 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1857  MS-65  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning.  Not 
often  seen  so  gorgeous!  . 950 


r 
> 

It  pays  to  buy  quality.  We  do,  and  you 
should,  too.  In  that  way,  your  first  cost  is 
your  last  cost,  too!  Quality  never  goes  out  ol 
style.  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
have  been  delivering  quality  coins  to  collec¬ 
tors,  dealers,  and  museums  ever  since  we 
started  business  in  1953,  and  in  the  process 
have  built  what  is  probably  America’s  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership. 
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1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 650 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

1  his  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint 
Engraver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics, 
Paquet  is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but 
for  the  distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of 
1861  $20  gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1859- 
O  half  dime  is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  varia¬ 
tion. 

1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and 

brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 


Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCG^S).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 

business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 2,850 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted  of  the  1863 
half  dime,  very  few  of  which  were  ever  released,  as  specie 
(coin)  payments  were  suspended  from  mid  1862  until  the 
late  1870s.  Collectors  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1863  date 
ordered  Proofs.  Business  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  ex¬ 
ist  today. 


Gem  Proof  1864  Rarity 


1864  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  This  half  dime 
has  it  all:  superb  gem  quality,  low  Proof  mint¬ 
age,  and  low  related  business  strike  production. 
A  key  issue  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  2,795 
1864  VF-20.  An  elusive  date  usually  seen  in  Proof 
format.  A  great  opportunity  to  acquire  a  rela¬ 
tively  inexpensive  example  of  this  rarity.  ..  595 
1865-S  AU-55.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .419 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  higher  grades,  more  so  than  is  generally  real¬ 
ized.  At  the  time  they  were  issued,  probably  no  collectors 
sought  to  save  them — as  there  was  no  interest  in  mintmarks. 

1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1  >450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1 867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 


lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breen’s  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,”  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297, 
which  reminds  us  to  urge  you  to  add  this  indispensable  vol¬ 
ume  to  your  library  if  you  haven’t  done  so  already;  we  have 
sold  over  1 0,000  copies  of  this  volume  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1988). 

1870  MS-60.  Brilliant . 149 

Dimes 

Commentary:  Enjoy  our  listings  of  dimes  in  this 
Rare  Coin  Review  issue.  It  includes  many  nice  is¬ 
sues  from  the  Capped  Bust  style  through  to  mod¬ 
ern  times.  Remember,  each  coin  has  been  selected 
for  its  quality.  You  11  like  what  you  see  when  your 
package  arrives! 

Ilrainul  IIiinI  Himes 

1805  John-Reich-1.  Rarity-3.  F-12.  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  light  toning.  Another  one  of  the  hun¬ 


dreds  of  new  purchases  in  this  issue . 675 

Capped  Bust  Himes 

1 820  JR-8.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 695 

1820  JR-8.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 340 

Gem  1821  Dime 


1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  li¬ 
lac  toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue.  A 

splendid  coin!  . 4,295 

1821  JR-7.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
a  suggestion  of  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck. 
Just  purchased . 1,050 

1821  JR-9.  Small  date.  EF-45.  Rarity-2 . 395 

1822  JR-1.  VF-20  (NGC) . 1,450 

1 827  JR-4.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 525 

Exquisite  1832  Dime 


1832  JR-2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rarity-2.  Deeply 
frosty  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Exquisite  strike, 
too!  If  you  have  been  searching  for  an  ideal  coin 
for  your  type  set,  your  quest  could  well  end  right 
here.  A  really  wonderful  early  dime! . 2,950 

hiliPi  lv  Sealed  Dimes 

1838-0  No  Stars.  AU-53  (NGC).  Attractive  light 
toning.  Several  orders  scarcer  than  the  1837 


Philadelphia  Mint  version  of  this  design.  1 ,350 

1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-45  (NGC) . 775 

1840  No  Drapery.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1 845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 
equivalent  pieces  exist.  A  prize  opportunity  for 

the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 1 ,295 

1 845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Famous  scarce  date. .  1 95 
1847  AU-58  (NGC) . 450 


1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mintmark. 

Rare  so  fine . 2,395 

From  Lyman  H.  Low’s  sale  of  the  Muma,  et  al. 
Collections,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis 
E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  deep  frosty  surfaces.  Very  sharply  struck. 
A  classic  rarity  in  the  series.  NGC  was  a  bit  con¬ 
servative,  in  our  opinion,  on  this  one,  and  we  be¬ 
lieve  it  could  pass  muster  as  MS-65.  In  any  event, 
it  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  owned.  2,150 
The  1853  No  Arrows  dime  is  extremely  rare,  as  it  is 
quite  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  mintage  went  to  the 
melting  pot  before  the  implementation  of  the  Act  of  Febru¬ 
ary  21,  1853  (which  reduced  the  weight  of  coins  because  at 
the  time  they  were  worth  more  in  melt-down  value  than  in 
face  value). 

1853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1853- 0  AU-55  (NGC) . 495 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Especially  lus¬ 

trous  and  frosty.  Quite  rare  this  nice!  Much 
rarer  in  this  grade  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint 
counterpart . 1 ,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 
and  light  golden  toning . 895 


1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 

borders.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen . 1 ,850 

1857-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 275 

1859  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning 
over  mirror  surfaces . 1,295 

Quite  probably,  only  300  to  400  of  these  Proofs  were 
ever  released;  the  rest  went  to  the  melting  pot. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous . 995 

1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1861  AU-55 . 75 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 5"7<> 

Rare  in  high  grades.  Most  of  these  coins  went  to  the 
Orient  and  were  melted. 

1869- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  A 

find  for  the  connoisseur . 795 

1870- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 62S 
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Lustrous  Gem  1873  Arrows  1 0<f 
Important  Type  Set  Coin 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 2,130 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty. .  973 

The  right-side  arrow  “droops"  slightly;  the  engraver  did 
not  punch  it  correctly  into  the  die! 

1874- S  Arrows.  AU-50  (NGC).  Rare  so  fine.  525 

1875- CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Mintmark  within 
wreath.  An  attractive  Carson  City  Mint  type 


coin . 1,195 

1875-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1877-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  example. 
Quite  important  due  to  its  status  as  a  Carson 

City  type  coin . 1,495 

1878  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 
in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,395 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 625 


Splendid  1884-S  Dime  Rarity 


1884-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  superb,  splendid  coin — 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled 
of  this  rare  issue.  Light  iridescent  toning  around 
the  border  gives  way  to  silver  brilliance  at  the 

center. . 2,450 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 


sues  of  its  era . 1 ,095 

1889  MS-64.  Frosty,  lustrous,  beautiful . 350 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 695 


The  1889-S  is  one  of  the  scarcer  dime  varieties  of  this 


era. 

1890  MS-63.  Lustrous  and  attractive . 235 

1890-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 

somewhat  prooflike . 695 

1 890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 549 

1 890- S  AU-55 . 175 

1891  AU-58 . 85 

1891- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


ItnrlKT  Himes 

1893-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 
frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck;  so  sharp  that 


it  could  win  an  award  il  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  specimen . 1,595 

1894  Proof-64.  A  light  gold  iridescent  gem.  Espe¬ 
cially  desirable  year  as  related  business  strikes  are 
scarce.  You’ll  like  the  quality  of  this  one! ....  795 

Only  972  Proof  examples  were  made  of  the  1 894  dime, 
and  of  that  number  relatively  few  survive  today  in  gem  grade. 
We  recall  that  in  the  1950s  when  we  assembled  a  small  group 
of  these  (later  sold  to  Nat  Schoen,  an  Oregon  collector)  quality 
was  difficult  to  obtain,  and  it  took  much  picking  and  choos¬ 
ing.  Today  in  the  1990s  it  is  40  years  later,  and  quality  is 
even  more  elusive. 

1894-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  One  of  the  key  issues  in 
the  series,  a  variety  seldom  seen  above  the  VF 
or  so  level  and  even  those  are  rare.  Please  call 
quickly  as  this  will  not  be  available  long.  ..695 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb  brilliant,  frosty  gem 

of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years  will 
elapse  between  our  having  such  a  nice  business 
strike  in  stock . 1 ,995 

Among  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  Barber  dimes, 
the  1895  is  far  and  away  the  most  elusive  issue.  Indeed,  it  is 
the  only  Philadelphia  coin  of  this  design  type  that  has  a  mint¬ 
age  below  a  million. 


1895-0  F-12.  Difficult  to  locate  in  this  condi¬ 


tion . 695 

1895- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 

this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 695 

From  a  restricted  mintage  of  only  762  Proofs.  How  many 
can  survive  today  in  gem  grade?  Very  few. 

1896  AU-50 . 109 

1896- 0  F-12 . 235 


Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1 896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You’ll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 
one!  . 3,400 

Frosty  Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


Sculptor  Patricia  L.  Verani, 
known  for  her  design  of  several 
United  States  commemorative  coins 
(obverse  and  reverse  of  the  1987 
Constitution  Bicentennial  silver  dol¬ 
lar;  obverse  of  the  1988  Olympic 
silver  dollar;  obverse  of  the  1989 
Congress  Bicentennial),  recently  sent 
this  photograph.  She  is  shown  here 
in  the  studio  with  the  head  of  a 
Buffalo  (facing  to  the  viewer’s  left) 
which  she  suggests  might  be  interest¬ 
ing  in  a  coin.  It  would  be  nice  to  have 
a  “buffalo  nickel’  once  again! 


1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty  surfaces. 
An  important  opportunity  to  acquire  a  gem 
example  of  this  rare  date.  Always  highly  prized, 
always  in  demand . 3,400 

Lustrous  Gem  1897-0  Dime 


1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem.  A  deeply 
frosty  coin;  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled  of  this  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  The 
Barber  dime  specialist  will  truly  appreciate  this 


beauty. . 2,950 

1898- 0  VF-20 . 99 

1899- 0  VF-30 . 110 


1901-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  at¬ 
tractive  satiny  lustre.  A  rarity  in  the  Barber  dime 
series.  At  this  grade  level  the  1901-S  represents 
a  really  significant  opportunity,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion . 1,495 

1901-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 


This  coin  could  easily  pass  for  MS-61  and 
might  even  mount  a  serious  challenge  to  MS- 


62!  Just  purchased . 

. 995 

1901-S  F-12 . 

. 293 

1902-S  EF-40 . 

. 95 

1903  ALJ-55 . 

. 69 

1903-S  MS-63.  Sharp  and 

lustrous.  Very  rare  in 

this  grade.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  Barber 
dime  specialist . 1,850 
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Gem  1904-S  Dime 


1904- S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharp,  brilliant,  and 

lustrous  gem  with  delicate  peripheral  toning. 
1  his  beauty  has  it  all.  A  find  for  the  connois¬ 
seur  assembling  a  high-grade  set  of  Barber 
dimes . 2,795 

1905- 0  VF-30 . 49 

1906- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike.  A  gem  specimen  of  the  first  issue  of 
the  Denver  Mint . 1 ,995 

1906-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1906- S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1 907- 0  Weak  strike.  EF-40 . 59 

1907- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  219 

1908- D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63.  195 

1908-D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  AU-58.  145 

1908-D  AU-50 . 65 

1908-S  AU-50 . 159 


1909-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
One  of  the  highest  quality  1909-S  dimes  you’ll 


ever  find! . 2,195 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 

1910-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1911  AU-58 . 75 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  gem. 

Rare  so  nice . 7 25 

1912  MS-60 . 99 

19 12  AU-58  (PCGS) . 79 

1912-D  AU-50 . 59 

1912-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . . 165 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mottled  iridescent  toning.  1 10 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1914-D  AU-50 . 59 

1916  MS-60 . 99 


llmiin  Himes 

Commentary:  Our  present  selection  offers  many 
early  mintmarked  issues  of  high  quality,  giving  you 
a  field  day  if  you  are  putting  together  a  top  grade 
set.  Beyond  that,  there  are  many  inexpensive  Mint 
State  issues  in  the  1930s  and  1940s,  a  good  start 
on  a  beautiful  cabinet. 

1916-D  Mercury.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Key  rarity.  Al¬ 
ways  in  demand . 1,895 

1916-D  Mercury.  VF-20  (PCGS).  An  attractive 
example  of  the  most  desired  variety  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 1 .795 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  535 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 


1917  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1917-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 475 

1 9 1 7-D  MS-63  FB.  A  splendid  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  find  any¬ 
where . 770 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Quite  close  to  full  band 
status.  A  brilliant  and  frosty  gem . 1,350 

1917- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 335 

1918- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Certainly  one  of  the  fin¬ 

est  in  existence  anywhere.  A  dazzling,  brilliant, 
superb  gem!  . 1,850 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 385 

191 8-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
frosty,  lustrous  piece  you’ll  be  proud  to  own  and 

display.  Just  purchased . 795 

191 8-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  Diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  such  beautiful  preservation.  ..  425 
191 8-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  blue  and  gold 
toning . 425 


1919-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous,  frosty  gem  of 

superb  quality. . 1,895 

1919-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 


Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest 

1919-D  dimes 

you’ll  find  anywhere . 

. 725 

1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.. 

. 435 

1920  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

. 120 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Whispers  of  golden  toning 

over  very  frosty  surfaces . 

. 119 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 

. 119 

1920-D  MS-63.  Pale  rose  toning.  . 

. 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 

. 995 

1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

. 325 

1921-D  EF-40 . 

. 549 

1923  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 

. 65 

1923  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..65 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty 

gem.  Seldom  seen  at  this  grade  level.  Another 

prize  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 1,650 

1923-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 
golden  surfaces.  Quite  hard  to  find  at  this  grade 

and  quality  level . 675 

1923-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10<t 


1924-D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen 
of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have  never  owned 


a  nicer  one!  .  . 3,295 

1924-D  MS-63  FB  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 395 


1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  toning  at  the  rims. 


Brilliant  and  beautiful . 665 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1924- S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 699 

1925  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1925- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frostv. 
As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 

Quality! . 1 ,595 

1926  MS-64  FB  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 1  19 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 495 

This  listing  of  quality  Mercury  climes  is  one  of  the  finest 
you’ll  find  anywhere. 

1926-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 295 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 295 
1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . '..315 

1926- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of 

the  prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade 
level .  1,875 

1927  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1927- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  brilliant  gem. 

Not  often  seen  with  this  quality. . 1,150 

1927-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  695 

1927- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  toning . 739 

1928  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1928- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1928-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning . 525 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 
gold . 315 

1928- S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1929  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1929  MS-65.  Brilliant . 65 

1929  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing . 65 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1929- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1929-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1929-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1930  MS-64  FB  (Hallmark).  Lightly  toned.  ...95 

1931  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1931-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 

gem.  Low  mintage,  too! . 695 

1931-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 310 

1931-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1934  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1934-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1935  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1935  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1935- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1 936  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  gorgeous  little 

beauty!  Lowest  mintage  Proof  issue  in  the  Mer¬ 
cury  dime  series.  Just  purchased . 795 

1936  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936- D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 22S 

1936-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 59 

1936-S  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 
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1937  Proot-64.  Delicate  toning . 295 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1937-D  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 99 

93 7-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1937-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1938  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1938- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1938-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 21 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  Proof-65  Brilliant . 265 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1939- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1939-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1939- S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1940- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 28 

1940-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1940-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1941  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1941- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1941-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1941- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942  Proof-66  (ANACS) . 195 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1942  MS-60 . 9 

1942- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 15 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 16 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943- D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 16 

1943-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 16 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast.  Buy  one  for:  . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this 

special  price! . 1 6 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 


1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Light  lilac  toning.  224 


1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 


1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  525 

ItoosevHI  Himes 

1950-D/S  FS-014.5.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Recently 
discovered  over-mintmark  issue  which  is  be¬ 
coming  more  popular  among  collectors.  ..  375 


1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 295 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1953  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 14 


20ti  Pieces 

Commentary:  The  20-cent  piece  is  one  of  the 
briefest  of  all  American  series.  In  actuality,  it  had 
only  one  really  good  year,  1875,  in  which  over  a 
million  were  struck,  primarily  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  1876  saw  a  sharply  reduced  production,  and 
in  1 877  and  1 878  only  Proofs  were  struck,  these  in 
limited  numbers  and  for  collectors. 


1875-CC  AU-50 . 565 

1 876  AU-55  (PCGS) . 575 


Gem  Proof  1878  20tf  Rarity 


1878  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen  at  either 
the  Proof-64  or  Proof-65  levels.  Very  desirable 
as  a  low-mintage,  Proof-only  date  and  also  as  the 
last  year  of  this  short-lived  series . 3,250 


A  New  Face 


If  you’ve  called  Bowers  and  Merena 
lately,  you  may  have  noticed  a  new  voice 
on  the  other  end  of  the  line.  Meet  Debbie 
McDonald,  our  new  receptionist. 


Uuarlcr  Dollars 

Commentary:  We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of 
this  popular  and  somewhat  scarce  denomination. 
As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  19th-century  quarters 
are  rarer  than  dimes  or  half  dollars. 

1805  Browning-2.  VG-8 . 265 

1818  B-2.  VF-30.  Capped  Bust  type  as  introduced 

in  1815 . 365 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-3.  EF-45  (PCGS) . 725 

1818  B-4.  EF-40.  Light  gold  and  gray  toning.  695 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-10.  EF-40 . 725 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  VF-30 . 325 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1821  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

Mint  State  1822  Quarter 


1822  B-l.  Normal  Die.  MS-62.  Rarity-2.  Light 
lilac  and  gray  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  A  very 


attractive  specimen.  Scarce  in  all  grades;  a  ma¬ 
jor  rarity  in  a  grade  such  as  this . 4,150 

1822  B-l.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray,  golden,  and 
iridescent  surfaces.  A  very  pleasing  coin.  ..  875 

1824/2  B-l.  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 

1 825  B- 1 .  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-l.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 250 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1828  B-4.  VG-8 . 75 


Liberty  Seated  ([nailers 

1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  rus¬ 


set  toning  around  the  periphery. . 425 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 135 


1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at  the  date 


and  without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1 ,395 

1 854  Arrows.  AU-53  (NGC) . 249 

1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  somewhat  “creamy” 
lustre  as  is  characteristic  of  1861  Philadelphia 

Mint  quarters.  Brilliant . 550 

1 864  VF-35.  Scarce  date . 1 95 

1866-S  F-12.  Highly  prized  issue . 495 

1869-S  VF-30 . 325 
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Superb  Gem  1872-S  25 C 
Finest  Certified  of  this  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  offer 
one  ol  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  cata¬ 
logues — a  brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem 
specimen  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the 
issue.  This  gem  MS-65  combines  incredible 
beauty  and  quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will 
be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

Breathtaking  1874-S  Quarter 


1874-S  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delightful  qual¬ 
ity.  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant  lustre.  Not  of¬ 
ten  do  we  have  one  of  these  to  offer  for  sale.  A 


find  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist.  .3,850 
1879  Proof-64  (NGC).  Ever-popular  low  mint¬ 
age  date . 975 

1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Low  total  mint¬ 
age  and  ever  popular  thus . 1 , 195 


Collecting  a  run  of  low-mintage  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
beginning  in  1 879  is  a  pleasurable  pursuit.  Nearly  all  have 
low  total  mintages  (Proof  and  business  strike  figures  com¬ 
bined),  but  nearly  all  are  priced  as  “types”  rather  than  rare 
dates. 

1883  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  toning  around  the 


rims .  650 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

attractive  toning  around  the  rims . 1,975 

A  major  rarity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  busi¬ 


ness  strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem  such  as  this 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  rare  chance  (whereas  Proofs  were  spe¬ 
cifically  saved  by  collectors). 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 
issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1,850 

1891  MS-62.  Last  of  the  Liberty  Seated  issues.325 

Barber  Quarlm 

1892-0  Type  I.  Reverse.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 


1892- S  AU-58.  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine! . 365 

1893  AU-50 . 129 

1 893- 0  AU-50 . 155 

1893- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1894- 0  AU-50 . 195 

1894-S  AU-53 . 185 

1895  MS-60.  Brilliant . 235 


1 895-0  Breen-4145.  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 


the  right;  interesting . 279 

1895- S  AU-55.  Most  original  lustre  remains.  295 

1896  AU-50 . |35 

1 896- 0  AU-50.  Seldom  offered . 665 

1 897  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Gems  such  as  this 

are  quite  scarce  on  today’s  market.  Ideal  for  a 
date  set  or  a  type  set . 895 

1897- 0  EF-45.  Rare  New  Orleans  issue . 395 

1 897- S  AU-50.  Lustrous  with  light  gold  peripheral 

toning . 595 

1898  MS-60 . 159 

1 898- 0  AU-50 . 399 

1899  AU-55 . "Zl39 

1899- 0  AU-50 . 259 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900  AU-50 . 129 

1900- S  AU-55 . 199 

1900-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 


1901  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  glittering  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  Barber  quarter  of  the  20th 
century.  Quality  equal  to  this  is  very  difficult 


to  find  on  today’s  market . 2,150 

1901  MS-60.  Brilliant . 159 


Splendid  Gem  1901-0  Quarter 


1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous, 
sharply  struck  gem.  One  of  the  finest  quality 
pieces  to  come  on  the  market  in  a  long  time. 
The  advanced  specialist  seeking  a  particularly 
fine  example  of  this  highly  prized  mintmark  will 


be  delighted  with  this  one . 3,795 

1901-0  F-15 . 119 

1901- 0  F-12 . 89 

1902  AU-58 . 149 

1902  EF-45 . 85 

1902  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1902- 0  EF-45 . 125 

1903- 0  EF-45 . 125 

1904  AU-58 . 139 

1904  AU-50 . 129 

1904- 0  AU-50 . 419 

1904-0  EF-40 . 195 

1904- 0  VF-35 . 119 

1905  EF-40 . 70 

1905- S  AU-53 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 

1906  EF-40 . 69 


1907  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning 


around  the  borders . 1  59 

1907-D  AU-58 . 219 

1907-0  AU-50 . 140 

1907- S  AU-50 . 265 

1908- D  AU-58 . 165 

1908-D  AU-55 . 139 

1908- 0  MS-60.  Lustrous.  Lightly  toned . 235 

1909  AU-50 . 129 

1909- D  AU-58 . 195 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1909-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

a  hint  of  golden  toning.  Very  nice  in  every  re¬ 
spect . 850 

1910  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 

toning  around  the  rims . 325 

191 1  MS-60 . 173 

1911  AU-58  (PCGS) . 145 

1911  AU-55 . 129 

1911  -S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Quite  rare  in  this  gem  condition . 1,695 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant .  1,395 

1912  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 159 

1912- S  AU-55 . 289 

1913  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date . 675 

1913- D  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1913- D  VF-25 . 49 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  wisps 

of  champagne  toning . 1 95 

1914  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  golden 

toning . 1 59 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1914- S  MS-60 . 935 

1915  AU-58 . 145 

19 15  AU-55 . 129 

1915- D  AU-55 . 129 

1915-S  AU-58 . 215 

1 91 5- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916- D  Barber.  AU-55 . 129 

1 9 1 6-D  Barber.  AU-50 . 119 


Slamliii!>  Liberty  Quarters 

Commentary:  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars 
are  among  the  most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins. 
Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquar¬ 
ters  when  you  build  a  high-grade  set!  We  are  very 
particular  when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory, 
and  we  know  you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you 
receive  from  us. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  ol  the  finest  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our 

view. .  1 ,750 

1917  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 395 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 325 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head . 850 

1917-D  Type  1.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 850 
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1917-DTvpe  I.  AU-58 . 149 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1,095 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-64  Full  Head  (NGC).  A 
sharp,  brilliant,  and  Fully  lustrous  gem,  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  seen  or  handled.  Rare  so 

fine .  1,495 

1917-S  Type  II.  MS-63  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  very  frosty. . 695 

1917- S  Type  II.  EF-45 . 95 

1918- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 725 

1918-D  EF-45 . 99 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

191 8- S  AU-50 . 85 

1919AU-50 . 95 

1919- S  EF-45 . 450 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  ..219 
1920  MS-62.  Brilliant . 139 

1920- D  EF-40 . 115 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 

issue . 1,350 

1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Frosty  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  sparkling  coin  just  purchased,  and  what 
a  beauty  it  is!  You  could  look  at  1 0  1 923-S  quar¬ 
ters — if  you  could  find  that  many  of  this  rare  va¬ 
riety — and  this  might  well  be  the  nicest  appear¬ 
ing,  most  aesthetically  appealing  of  the  group!  Call 


right  away  and  make  this  coin  yours! . 1 ,975 

1923-S  EF-45. (ANACS) . 525 

1923-S  VF-30 . 395 

1923- S  VF-20 . 325 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1924- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 


Sharp  Gem  1924-D  25 


1924-D  MS-64  Full  Head.  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A 
sharply  struck  gem  example  of  one  of  the  harder- 


to-find  issues  at  this  grade  level . 3,195 

1924-S  MS-64 . 1,195 


1926-D  MS-64.  Low-mintage  date,  but  a  number 
of  Mint  State  coins  were  saved.  Brilliant.  .215 
1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date  among 
later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for 


the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1 ,195 

1926-S  AU-55.  Elusive  issue . 249 

1926- S  EF-45 . 125 

1927- D  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Low-mint- 

age  issue.  Beautiful!  . 1,895 

1927- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1928- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1928-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

champagne  toning.  Beautiful! . 385 


1930  MS-64  Full  Head.  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..295 


yVasliimilon  IliiarliTS 


1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 


The  Washington  quarter  was  originally  intended  as  a 
commemorative  of  the  Father  of  Our  Country’s  birth  200 
years  earlier,  but  it  proved  sufficiently  popular  that  it  was 
adopted  as  the  standard  design. 

1932  MS-64  Brilliant . 49 

1 932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  whis¬ 
per  of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 49 

1932  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1932-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  fine . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unap¬ 
preciated  as  such . 895 


1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  faint  champagne 


toning . 895 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 650 

1932-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 399 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  gray-brown . 399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  MS-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over 

brilliant  surfaces . 110 

1934  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 55 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  39 

1934  Heavy  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1934-D  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 159 


1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  Beautiful!  105 


1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


1935-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 
ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 


tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 


In  this  Rare  Coin  Review  you  will  find  one  of  the  highest 
quality  offerings  of  Washington  quarters  anywhere  in  nu¬ 
mismatics.  We  continue  to  add  many  beautiful  pieces  to  our 
stock,  and  this  listing  gives  you  an  early  opportunity  to  ac¬ 


quire  the  pieces  you  need. 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  285 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1936- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular,  ever  in  demand . 425 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 


1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 


able . 385 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1936- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 

1937- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 69 

1937- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1938  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 310 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  310 
1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 

1938  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . : . 115 

1938-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1938- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1939  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

We  have  bought  a  nice  group  of  ProofWashington  quar¬ 
ters,  and  in  this  issue  we  offer  a  particularly  fine  selection. 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1939- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1939- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  rose,  amber,  and 

golden  brown  toning. . . 195 

1940-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1940-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1940- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1941- S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1942- D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 9 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1949- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1950  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1950  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1 950- D/S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 265 

1951  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1952  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1962  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 


1963  FS-023.  Doubled  Die.  MS-64  (PCI) . 39 

1963  FS-023.  Doubled  Die.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  25 


Instant  Delivery! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  or 
Chris  Karstedt  about  our  overnight  Fed¬ 
eral  Express  service.  Just  $10  on  orders 
under  $500;  FREE  above  that  amount. 
Shipments  to  street  addresses  anywhere  in 
the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you'll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 
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What’s  In  A 
Name? 

Or,  were  Buffalo  nickels 
made  in  Buffalo? 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

It  Takes  One  to  Know  One 

A  few  years  ago  I  began  jotting  down  unusual  numismatic 
names  and  terms  as  I  encountered  them.  Soon  I  realized  that 
collectors  have  a  jargon  all  their  own.  It  takes  one  to  know  one, 
it  has  been  said,  and  outsiders  may  find  some  of  our  terminol¬ 
ogy  to  be  a  bit  curious,  if  not  downright  strange. 

Consider  these: 

While  an  engineer  or  someone  handy  with  motors  will 
know  that  RPM  means  “revolutions  per  minute,”  to  a  coin 
collector-especially  lor  someone  interested  in  varieties,  such  as 
Bill  Fivaz,  J.T.  Stanton,  or  John  Wexler  (to  give  just  a  short 
list),  RPM  means-wouldyou  believe?  “repunched  mintmark.” 

To  the  average  American  citizen  a  “medium  date”  would, 
perhaps  (as  D.  Wayne  Johnson,  first  editor  of  Coin 
World,  once  suggested),  mean  a  romantic  evening 
spent  with  a  fortune  teller.  Not  so  for  the  coin 
collector,  who,  presumably,  would  know  that  a 
Medium  Date  is  a  coin  with  the  numerals  larger 
than  found  on  a  Small  Date,  but  smaller  than  on 
a  Large  Date.  (I  won’t  even  mention  “overdates.”) 

Any  student  of  geography  would  know  that 
“plain  edge”  referred  to  where  the  prairie  ended 
and  the  mountains  began,  as  in  Colorado  where 
the  Great  Plains  come  to  an  abrupt  end  when  the 
Rocky  Mountains  are  encountered.  However,  the 
numismatist  knows  that  “Plain  Edge  means  that 
the  edge  of  a  coin  has  no  lettering  or  reeding  on  it, 
but  is,  actually,  plain  (as  in  plain  and  simple  or  Plain 
Jane;  without  ornamentation). 

What  Am  I  Looking  At? 

Probably,  you  have  a  gold  dollar?  II  so,  you  can  rest 
assured  that  you  have  a  one-dollar  coin  and  it  is  made 
of  gold  metal.  But,  what  ii  you  have  a  Mercury 
dime?  Is  it  made  of  Mercury?  No,  it  is  madeofsilver. 
Well,  then,  does  it  depict  Mercury,  the  mytho¬ 
logical  messenger  with  wings  on  his  feet?  No, 
it  depicts  Miss  Liberty  with  wings  on  her 
head. 

If  you  have  a  Carson  City  silver  dollar, 
you  have  a  dollar  made  in  Carson  City.  But, 
if  you  have  a  Buffalo  nickel,  was  it  made  in 
Buffalo,  New  York?  I’ll  leave  it  up  to  you  to  answer  this  one  lor 
yourself. 


We  all  know  about  Indian  cents,  but  this 
term  is  becoming  increasingly  unpopular,  as 
many  prefer  “Native  American.  Perhaps  some¬ 
day  you’ll  be  admiring  your  rare  1877  Native 
American  cent.  Uncertain  as  to  the  preference 
of  real  Indians  (or  Native  Americans)  for  this 
term,  I  stopped  at  a  craft  shop  on  the  road 
between  Phoenix  and  Tucson  in  Arizona,  and 
asked  an  Indian  (or  Native  American)  if  she, 
who  was  one  ol  them,  preferred  “Native  Ameri¬ 
can.”  All  around  the  shop,  which  was  operated 
by  her  people,  were  signs  referring  to  Indian 
crafts,  Indian  reservations,  and  the  like.  “The 
tourists  know  what  we  mean  when  we  say 
'Indian,  ”  she  commented.  “As  for  me,  I  don’t 
care.” 

So,  for  the  moment  in  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  it  remains  “Indian  cents.” 
the  future,  who  knows? 

By  the  way,  the  whole  matter  of  Indians  on 
coins  is  quite  confused.  Both  the  Indian 
cent  (1859-1909)  and  the  Indian  $10  by 
Saint-Gaudens  (minted  1907-1933) 
show  a  woman,  our  own  Miss  Liberty, 
decked  out  in  a  male  Indian  war  bonnet. 

(However,  more  realistic  portraits  are 
given  on  the  $2.50  and  $5  gold  coins  of 
1908- 1929  and  on  the  1901  “ChiefOnepapa 
$5  Silver  Certificate  note.) 

What  is  Miss  Liberty  Doing? 

On  the  beautiful  half  dollar  design  of  1916-1 947,  is 
Miss  Liberty  standing^ in  the  1 950s  various  catalogues, 
books,  etc.,  said  that  is  what  she  was  doing),  or  is  she 
striding{ as  the  Treasury  Department  suggested  in  the 
1916  Mint  Report  describing  the  new  design),  or  is  she 
walking  (today’s  most  popular  term)?  Perhaps  we  will 
never  know,  as  we  can’t  ask  her  personally. 

Some  time  ago  I  was  discussing  numismatic  no¬ 
menclature  with  Barbara  Gregory,  editor  of  The  Nu¬ 
mismatist.  For  Miss  Liberty,  who  on  a  coin  such  as  an 
1 877  half  dollar  is  definitely  not  standing,  striding,  or 
walking,  but  is  sitting  down,  1  prefer  the  term  “Liberty 
Seated.”  So  does  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  and 
so  does  the  Guide  Book.  However,  Barbara  prefers  "Seated 
Liberty,”  with  the  thought  that  “seated"  is  an  adjective  that 
modifies  “Liberty"  and  should  precede  it. 

Backing  up  Barbara’s  contention  is  the  term  “Flying  Eagle,”  as 
on  the  quite  famous  copper-nickel  one-cent  piece  of 
1856.  “Flying”  modifies  “Eagle”  in  the  right 
order.  According  to  Barbara,  if  we  have  Liberty 
Seated,  then  to  be  consistent  we  should  have 
Eagle  Flying. 

Nicknames  and  Shortcuts 

If  as  a  beginning  collector  you  read  the  Ten  Commandments 
of  American  Numismatics,  you  know  that: 

“You  shah  not  call  a  one-cent  piece  a  penny.” 

However,  while  the  standard  reference  on  United  States  one- 
cent  pieces  of  the  1793-1814  era,  by  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon, 
emerged  under  the  title  of  Early  American  CentswUew  it  was  first 
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published  in  1949,  when  it  was  reissued  and 
revised  in  1958  the  good  doctor  decided  that 
Penny  Whimsy  was  a  better  name.  Sounds  sort  of 
blasphemous,  doesn’t  it? 

Technically,  a  penny  is  a  denomination  of  En¬ 
gland  and  certain  other  countries,  not  ol  the  United 
States.  Cent'xs  the  official  term  used  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  However,  does  a  cent  become  a  penny  if  we 
call  it  one?  Perhaps  yes,  perhaps  no.  Few  would  argue 
that  if  you  call  a  cow  a  horse,  it  is  still  a  cow.  Thus,  we 
are  back  to  square  one. 

In  the  coin  trade,  the  term  “Newp”  is  often  heard, 
being  a  nickname  or  shortcut  lor  “new  purchase,’’  or  a 
recently-acquired  coin,  not  a  misspelling  of  Republican 
leader  Gingrich’s  first  name. 

$20  gold  double  eagles  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  design, 
minted  from  1907  to  1933,  are  typically  called  “Saints”  in  the  coin 
trade.  Thus,  for  a  numismatist,  the  rousing  song,  When  the  Saints  Go 
Marchingln ,  may  have  an  entirely  different  meaning  than  it  does  to  a  resident 
ol  New  Orleans  (where  saints  march  regularly  on  Bourbon  Street). 

Actually,  the  numismatic  hobby  needs  more  nicknames.  Take  for 
instance  the  1807  $5  gold  coin  which  the  Guide  Book  calles  the 
“Capped  Draped  Bust  to  Left"  design.  How  cumbersome!  Perhaps  a 
name  such  as  “Sally  Head,"  or  “Suzanne  Head”  might  catch  on,  if  only 
Kenneth  Bressett  (who,  as  editor,  “coins”  such  names)  will  only  agree! 
Think  about  it. 

The  1836  Liberty  Seated  (or  Seated  Liberty) — things  are  getting 


complicated — silver  dollar  is  popularly  called  a  Gobrecht  dollar,  but  an 
1837  hall  dime  or  dime  with  precisely  the  same  obverse  motil  is  not 
known  by  the  Gobrecht  name. 

Names  I  Don’t  Use,  at  Least  Not  Often 

Over  a  century  ago  the  Treasury  Department  was  very 
helpful  and  suggested  that  the  new  silver-three  cent  piece, 
launched  in  1 85 1 ,  be  called  a  “trime.”  However,  numismatists 
today-perhaps  in  backlash  to  Treasury  Department  policies 
they  don’t  like  (such  as  commemoratives  being  issued  for 
irrelevant  anniversaries),  refuse  to  use  it,  as  have  our  numismatic 
forebears  all  the  way  back  to  1851.  Instead,  we  all  p'refer  the 
clumsy  “silver  three-cent  piece”  or  “silver  three  cents”  or  “three 
cents  silver” — anything  but  “trime.”  I  had  better  not  be  too  firm 
on  this  one,  as,  quite  likely,  if  you  look  through  past  issues  of  our 
catalogues  you  will  find  it  used  (and  then  I  would  receive  1,001 
letters,  as  I  almost  did  on  the  “Rimersburg  situation”). 

A  copy  of  the  writers’  style  guide  sent  to  me  by  Coin  World  suggests 
that  instead  of  referring  to  certain  1917  quarters  as  Type  I  or  Type  II,  if 
I  were  sitting  in  a  desk  at  Amos  Press  out  in  Sidney,  Ohio,  working  on 
the  next  issue  of  Coin  World,  I  had  better  use  the  somewhat  naughty- 
sounding  “1917  Standing  Liberty,  Bare  Breast  quarter  dollar,”  and  the 
rather  military  “1917  Standing  Liberty,  Mailed  Bust  quarter  dollar.”  I 
don’t  think  I’ll  use  these  terms  any  time  soon. 

As  is  the  case  for  preferences  for  religion,  politics,  and  even  the 
desirability  of  smooth  over  crunchy  peanut  butter,  there  may  not  be  a 
wrong  or  right  answer  to  many  of  the  things  I  have  brought  up. 


Romance,  1851  Style 

While  reading  the  October  11,  1851,  issue  of  Illustrated  American  News  the  other  day  (your  editor  loves  19th-century  newspapers, 
magazines,  and  books  and  has  a  library  fdled  with  them),  we  came  across  this  semi-numismatic  item  which  it  had  reprinted  from  a  Philadelphia 
paper.  It  is  given  here  as  it  may  indicate  that  the  swain-to-be  had  on  his  possession  a  half  cent,  a  coin  that  is  rarely  mentioned  in  early  newspaper 
or  other  popular  accounts  (but  see  our  note  at  the  end  of  the  article): 


Love  In  An  Omnibus 


The  Philadelphia  Pennsylvanian  thus  describes  a  love  scene,  which 
came  off  in  an  omnibus  in  the  streets  of  Philadelphia: 

An  old  gentleman,  named  Samuel  Beaman,  had  the  happiness,  as  he 
termed  it,  to  sit  next  to  a  modest  girl  in  one  of  the  Pine  Street  omnibuses. 
As  there  were  no  other  passengers,  Mr.  Beaman  considered  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  favorable  and  endeavored  to  make  himself  agreeable  to  the  young 
lady,  who,  having  inquired  discreetly  if  he  was  a  single  man,  and  being 
assured  that  he  was  “nothing  else,”  received  his  compliments  with  an  air 
of  demure  resignation. 

A  love  affair,  almost  as  sudden  in  its  development  as  that  of  Master 
Montague  and  Miss  Capulet,  seemed  to  have  sprung  up  in  the  rumbling, 
tumbling  vehicle,  and  never  was  an  omnibus  passenger  better  satisfied 
with  two  slow  horses  than  Mr.  Samuel  Beaman  on  this  occasion. 

Before  the  coach  had  got  so  far  as  Eighth  Street,  Mr.  B.  had  got  so 
far  as  squeezing  of  hands;  which,  even  in  this  age  of  progress,  was  getting 
along  pretty  rapidly,  considering  that  it  was  a  first  interview.  Before 
Ninth  Street  appeared,  vows  of  mutual  love  were  interchanged,  and  we 
suspect  the  wedding  day  was  fixed  on  before  they  reached  Tenth  Street. 
At  that  point,  the  young  lady,  with  profound  sighs,  intimated  that  she 


must  get  out,  and  took  leave  of  Mr.  Beaman  with  some  expression  equal 
to,  “This  bud  of  Love,  when  next  we  meet.  May  prove  a  bounteous 
flower.” 

As  the  omnibus  paused  for  a  moment,  Mr.  Beaman  saw  her  passing 
down  Tenth  Street,  and  bethought  to  himself  of  his  gold  spectacles,  by 
the  help  ol  which  he  hoped  to  have  a  longer  view  of  the  vanishing  object. 
But,  alas!  the  spectacles  had  vanished,  too,  and  so  indeed  had  Mr.  B’s 
purse,  containing  small  change  to  the  amount  of  $3.37-1/2. 

Beaman’s  sudden  love  was  changed  to  sudden  abhorrence.  He  stopped 
the  coach,  tumbled  himself  out,  and  pursued  the  fair  abstractionist,  with 
the  same  feelings  that  Apollo  is  said  to  have  experienced  when  he  pursued 
Daphne,  but  with  a  determination  to  make  her  legally  accountable  lor  the 
missing  property — and  Miss  Parks,  (Beaman’s  obvious  flame)  is  now  in 
prison,  under  legal  obligations  to  have  one  more  interview,  and  a  sad  one 
it  will  be  for  her,  with  her  pitiless  admirer. 

Editor’s  note:  The  swiped  purse’s  contents  could  have  included  a 
copper  half  cent,  and  we  hope  it  did.  However,  it  could  also  have 
included  a  silver  Spanish-American  12-1/2  cent  piece,  or  “bit,’  a  coin 
that  was  in  common  use  at  the  time. 
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IINITKII  STATES  SI LVER  COINS 


Half  hollars 

Flowing  Hair  ll;il I  Hollars 

Outstanding  1795  0-102  50<f 


1795  Overton- 102.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rarity-5.  An 
outstanding  example,  attractively  toned  with 
most  design  features  boldly  delineated.  This 
piece  is  among  the  finest  known  of  the  0-102 
die  combination  and  is  certainly  Condition 
Census.  Ideal  for  a  specialized  collection  or  a 
type  set . 5,695 


Attractive  1795  Half  Dollar 


1795  0-105.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces. 
Quite  well  struck  and  well  centered.  Some  traces 
of  lustre  are  visible  in  protected  areas,  especially 
on  the  reverse.  A  great  coin  for  the  type  set  col¬ 
lector  and  variety  specialist  alike . 5,495 


1795  0-114  Three  Leaves  50<1 


1795  0-114.  Three  Leaves  variety.  VF-25 
(NGC).  Rarity-4.  From  the  Robinson  S. 
Brown,  Jr.  Collection.  Where  can  you  find 
another  so  nice? .  .  6,900 

Draped  lliisl  Hall  Hollars 

1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  Large  3.  EF-40.  Light  gray 
and  olive  surfaces.  Some  lustre  among  the  stars. 
A  very  nice  coin  with  some  attributes  of  an  even 
higher  grade . 795 


1803  0-104.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Rarity-3.  Very  at¬ 
tractive  “album  toning.’’  . 1,750 


High-Grade  1805/4  50C 


1805/4  0-101.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bold  overdate. 
Lightly  toned  surfaces.  Very  pleasing  in  every 
respect.  Always  popular,  always  in  demand.  One 
of  the  most  desired  varieties  among  half  dollars 
of  this  era.  EF-40  is  among  the  higher  grades 
to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times;  most 
are  in  the  Fine  to  VF  range . 2,900 

There  are  no  1804  non-overdate  half  dollars  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Hence,  the  overdate  is  the  closest  one  can  come  to  this 
date.  Struck  from  an  obverse  die  dated  1 804,  not  used,  and 
overpunched  with  a  5  digit. 

1806/5  0-103.  EF-40.  Light  silver  and  iridescent 


surfaces.  Bold  overdate  feature . 875 

1806/5  0-103.  Sharp  overdate.  VF-30 . 450 

1806/5  0-103.  F-12 . 195 


Capped  Bust  Hall'  Dollars 

Commentary:  In  today’s  market  it  is  possible  to 
assemble  a  basic  date  set  of  Capped  Bust  half  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  1807-1836  years — with  many  interest¬ 
ing  overdates  and  other  varieties  included  as  well — 
for  a  very  reasonable  price.  Make  Bowers  and 


And  Now  In  Our 
Auction  Department... 


is  Carolyn  Craigue,  our  former  recep¬ 
tionist.  She  will  be  taking  care  of  mail 
bids,  mail  inspection,  and  other  auc¬ 
tion  duties.  She  replaces  Tricia  1  oepper. 


Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters.  We  have  a  nice 
selection  in  just  about  every  grade  level.  And,  of 
course,  although  we  are  excited  about  the  coins  we 
add  to  our  inventory,  each  and  every  one  is  subject 
to  your  satisfaction  once  you  receive  it  in  the  mail. 

1808  Overton-1 08.  AU-50.  Rarity-3.  Deep  silver- 

gray  toning . 419 

1809  O-102E3.  VF-30.  Edge  lettered  FIFTY 

CENTS  OHRALF  A  DOLLAR . 109 

The  notation  “E3”  after  the  Overton  number  refers  to  a 
description  of  the  edge  lettering,  as  enumerated  in  the  back 
of  that  reference.  The  standard  edge  lettering  reads  “FIFTY 
CENTS  OR  HALF  A  DOLLAR."  A1  Overton,  and  later 
Don  Parsley  who  updated  the  Overton  work,  noted  59  spe¬ 
cific  differences  in  the  edge  lettering. 


1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Gorgeous  frosty,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  attractive  light  toning.  Rare  so 


fine . 2,250 

181  1  0-104.  Large  8.  EF-40 . 149 


Key  Date  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


1815/20-101.  EF-40.  The  key  date  rarity  among 
the  Capped  Bust  half  dollars.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 2,950 


Notable  1817/3  Overdate 


1817/3  O-l Ola.  AU-58  (NCC).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  with  medium  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 3,495 


Add  our  great  books 

TO  YOUR  LIBRARY! 

Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed! 


U) 
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1818  0-108.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  lustrous, 
frosty,  and  exceedingly  beautiful  specimen  of 
this  (somewhat)  early  date,  a  coin  that  is  nicer 
than  some  we  have  seen  offered  as  “gem  Mint 
State.”  A  great  find  from  among  our  new  pur¬ 
chases.  If  you  have  an  eye  for  quality,  this  one’s 
for  you! . 2,495 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Light  gray  ton¬ 
ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1 ,695 

Gem  1819/8  Overdate 

1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence  anywhere! . 4,250 

1819/8  O-104a.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant, 
frosty  surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  A  quality  specimen .  1,295 

1821  0-106.  AU-50 . 365 

1 822  0-108.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lilac  and  gunmetal- 

blue  toning.  A  coin  that  bespeaks  quality.  A  find 
for  the  connoisseur.  Just  purchased!  . 975 

Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  O-lOla.  Patched  3.  MS-64  (NGC)  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust 


is  hidden  by  the  toning . 4,495 

1823  0-103.  Normal  3.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 329 

1823  0-107.  MS-62 . 1,095 


1  823  0-111.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  ..2,750 


1824  Over  Various  Dates 


1824  Over  Various  Dates.  0-103.  MS-63 
(NGC).  Somewhat  conservatively  graded  in 
our  opinion,  and  a  match  for  an  MS-65. 
Evenly  mixed  russet,  blue  and  pale  gray.  Tiny 

nick  on  cheek .  3,995 

1824  0-108.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Liberty,  due 


to  “die  chatter”  during  striking.  MS-60.  Beau- 


tiful  light  iridescent  toning. 

. 895 

1826  0-120.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  . 

. 350 

1 827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50.  . 

. 495 

1828  0-109.  AU-55  (ANACS). 

. 350 

1828  0-117.  AU-55  (ANACS). 

. 269 

1829  0-117.  Rarity-2.  AU-58.  . 

. 395 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 

. 795 

1 830.  O- 1 07a.  Rarity-2.  AU-55. 

. 259 

1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lus- 

trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  Ideal  for 
a  type  or  variety  set . 1 ,595 

1831  0-109.  AU-50.  At  the  AU  level  there  are  many 

excellent  values  to  be  found  among  Capped  Bust 
halves . 245 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  MS-62.  A  gorgeous 

specimen  with  iridescent  toning  over  deeply 
frosty  surfaces . 895 

1832  0-110.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  frosty  sur¬ 
faces.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning 

around  the  rims.  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 1,350 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 

Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 425 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 

toning . 295 

1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 
gray  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 
attractive . 1,650 

Gem  1833  Half  Dollar 


1833  0-102.  MS-64.  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  Ideal  for  “type”  or  for  the  variety  spe¬ 
cialist.  A  gem! . 2,750 

1833  0-108.  AU-55 . 250 

1833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 
Houcks  Panacea,  Baltimore.  VF-35.  Counterstamp 
on  obverse  is  especially  deep  and  bold . 785 


1 834  0-114.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 245 

1 836  O- 1 06.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC). .  345 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 395 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1,595 


Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 


Beautiful  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 
lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  .4,250 

The  1 837  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  two  years  (the  other 
being  the  low-mintage  Reeded  Edge  1 836  made  in  January 
1836)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  and  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  50  CENTS.  Unlike  the  earlier  Let¬ 
tered  Edge  halves,  these  were  struck  on  new  high-speed  steam- 
powered  presses. 


Superb  Gem  1839  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 


1839  Capped  Bust.  Large  Letters.  MS-64 

(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 
or  type  set . 6,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  if  a  coin 
is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee 
forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 
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UNITED  STATES  SIEVED  COINS 


l.iltiTlv  Si‘al(‘il  Mall  Dollars 

1839  No  Drapery.  VF-20  (NGC) . 319 

1 840  Small  Letters.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  trace  ol  peripheral  rose  toning.  795 

1841  VF-30 . 175 

1841-0  VF-35 . 99 

1842  Wiley-Bugert-106.  Medium  Date.  EF-45.  175 


1843  WB-101.  MS-64.  Rarity-5.  Lustrous  and 


beautiful . 2,350 

1843  EF-40 . 85 


1843-0  MS-63,  Prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces.  An  exceptional  specimen,  in  our  opin¬ 


ion .  2,450 

1845  EF-40 . 175 

1 846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 


1846-0  WB-105.  Repunched  6,  Small  Date.  AU- 


50 . 275 

1846-0  VF-30 . 65 

1846- 0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 

1847- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1 ,450 

1848  EF-45 . 275 


Splendid  Gem  1849  Flalf  Dollar 


1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive  pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  anywhere . 3,950 

FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


1849-0  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  AU-58.  Silver  gray 
fields  with  some  mottled  toning.  A  few  hair¬ 
lines  are  seen.  Extremely  sharp . 595 

1849-0  EF-45 . j  65 


Rare  Mint  State  1850  50 <t 


1850  WB-101.  MS-62.  Rarity-6+.  Gorgeous 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  iridescent  surfaces. 


Well  known  as  an  elusive  date . 2,950 

1850  AU-50.  Lovely  iridescent  toning . 795 

1850  EF-45 . 595 

1851-0  AU-50 . 350 

1852  EF-40 . 750 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 
struck . 1,950 

1854- 0  Arrows.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

especially  frosty.  Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new 
purchases  offered  for  the  first  time  in  this  is¬ 
sue!  . 725 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 


A  View  of  the  Future (?) 

The  following  is  from  B.N.: 

“Just  want  to  write  a  quick  note  to  say 
that  your  Adventures  in  Rare  Coins  is  a  great 
book.  It  has  been  several  months  since  I 
bought  it  and  my  schedule  is  so  crazy  that 
I  am  just  getting  to  enjoy  the  book  now. 

“Perhaps  I  am  the  worst  customer  you 
have  in  that  I  am  not  buying  all  your  fine 
coin  treasures.  My  satisfaction  comes  from 
the  learning  of  the  history  and  coin  trivia 
behind  the  coins  themselves. 

“The  future  item  that  I  am  looking  for 
is  a  computer  CD-ROM  where  you  will  be 
able  to  bring  any  coin  onto  the  computer 
screen  be  it  an  1 804  dollar  or  even  a  1 9 1 3 
Liberty  Head  nickel.  After  the  piece  is 
retrieved  the  program  will  let  you  tone  it  to 
any  color  you  want  or  make  it  blast  white, 
and  create  any  grade  from  Poor-1  to  MS- 
70. 

“The  technology  is  available,  but  some¬ 
one  has  to  put  it  all  together.  I  hen  every 
collector  can  have  a  complete  virtual  col¬ 
lection  to  look  at  anytime  they  desire. 
Imagine  having  a  complete  set  ol  MS-69 
Proof  $20  pieces.” 


ofth  is  early  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,895 

1855-0  Arrows.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
somewhat  prooflike.  From  a  nice  group  of  half 

dollars  just  purchased . 735 

1855-0  Arrows.  EF-40 . 1 10 

1855-S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 

grade  level . 475 

1856  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  de¬ 
lightful  specimen  of  this  issue.  Ideal  for  a  high- 

quality  type  set . 1 ,950 

1858-0  EF-40 . 85 

1858-S  AU-50.  The  1858-S  is  very  elusive  in  AU 

grade  or  even  close  to  it . 350 

1859  WB-102.  Type  II  reverse.  Net  MS-63,  but 
actually  MS-64  or  finer  with  some  surface 
abrasions,  none  serious.  Rarity-6+.  Brilliant 
satiny  lustre  with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the 


borders .  1,650 

1859-0  AU-50 . 175 

1859-0  EF-45 . 99 


1860  WB-102.  MS-63.  Rarity  5+.  Brilliant  with 


frosty  lustre . 1,650 

1861  WB-101.  Rarity-3+.  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty 

and  lustrous  with  golden  toning  around  the 

obverse  border . 895 

1861  AU-50 . 165 

1862  EF-40 . 199 


1862-S  WB-101.  Large  S.  MS-63.  Rarity-5+. 
Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 

appeal .  2,150 

1863  MS-63  (PCGS),  but  probably  in  an  even  finer 
grade.  With  some  die  striae  as  always  on  busi¬ 
ness  strikes.  Actually,  a  candidate  for  MS-64  or 


even  higher.  Gorgeous  quality! . 1,365 

1864  EF-45.  Fairly  scarce . 235 

1865  EF-40.  Elusive  date . 145 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1866-S  WB-101.  No  Motto.  MS-63.  Rarity- 7  at 
this  grade  level.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very  faint 
splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  this  rarity. . 8,950 

1866-S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rarity  in  any  sea 
son . 975 
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186~-S  WB-101.  L  arge  S.  MS-62.  Rarity-7.  Ac¬ 
tually  MS-63,  in  our  opinion,  with  pale  ivory 
lustre,  subdued  trom  a  very  light  cleaning  long, 
avo.  A  small  scratch  on  the  reverse  trom  the 
rim  at  8:00  to  the  eagle’s  left  wing . 1,950 


1868- S  WB-101.  MS-63.  Rarity-6.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 

trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 
level . 2,495 

1869  MS-60.  We  have  bought  a  little  group  of 
these — kept  together  for  decades — and  offer 
them  for,  each: . 409 

1869  AU-58 . 235 

1869  AU-50 . 189 

1869  EF-40 . 110 

1869- S  WB-101.  MS-62.  Rarity-6+.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 
Mint  State . 1 ,650 

1870  VF-30 . 79 

1870- S  VF-35 . 99 


1870-CC  VG-8.  Rare  (it  goes  without  saying). 750 


1871  AU-50 . 175 

1871-S  AU-50 . 225 

1871- S  VF-35 . 59 

1872- S  EF-40 . 190 

1 873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 275 

1873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharply 

struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces . 1,595 


Splendid  1873-S  Half  Dollar 


1873-S  WB-101.  Arrows.  MS-63.  Rarity-7+. 
Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  touch  of  amber  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible  on 
the  reverse,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  ..6,995 

1873- S  Arrows.  F-12 . 119 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 

surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  overlaid  with  light  natu¬ 
ral  golden  toning  at  the  rims . 1,350 

1874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1 874  Arrows  VF-30 . 95 

1874- CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare! . 950 


1874- S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 

1875- CC  WB-102.  Small  CC.  MS-63.  Rarity- 
7+.  Reflective  satin  white  surfaces  with  a  blend¬ 
ing  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible 
in  the  obverse  fields,  otherwise  MS-64.  1,450 


1875-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1875-S  AU-55 . 195 


1 876- CC  MS-62.  A  brilliant,  frosty  specimen  of  this 
well-known  Carson  City  half  dollar.  Ideal  for 
either  a  specialized  collection  or  a  type  set.  925 

1877  WB-104.  Repunched  7.  Type  II.  Reverse 
MS-64  (NGC).  Rarity-7+.  Prooflike  surfaces. 
Attractive  lilac,  gunmetal-blue,  and  iridescent 
toning . 1,295 

1877- CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Add  a  Carson  City  coin 
to  your  collection.  A  lustrous,  frosty  beauty.  950 

1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck,  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,495 

The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die  polishing  (which, 
in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1 877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal  that  will  be  ideal  in  your  collection.  1,625 

1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 


per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1877-S  MS-60 . 375 


1878-CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1,895 
1879  MS-60.  The  first  of  a  parade  of  low-mintage 
dates.  All  are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock.  ..595 


1880  MS-63.  Rare  date . 895 

1881  EF-45.  Rare . 375 

1882  EF-40 . 395 

1883  AU-58  (NGC) . 625 

1883  F-15.  Rare  date . 275 

1886  VF-35.  Rare  date . 455 


1887  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Remarkable  for  its 
low  mintage.  Some  marks  on  the  knee,  mostly 
hidden,  prompted  the  grading  gurus  at  NGC 
to  assign  the  MS-63  grade,  but  if  considered 
by  the  surfaces  alone  (the  fields),  it  appears  to 
be  a  gem  MS-65.  You’ll  like  this  one!  ....  1,195 
1890  VF-30.  Rare  date . 325 


Barber  Hall  Dollars 


1892  AU-55. 


325 


1892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded  sepa¬ 
rately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous  speci¬ 


men  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1 ,350 

1892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892-S  AU-50 . 595 


1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,895 


1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 

1 893- 0  AU-50.  Attractively  toned . 395 

1894- S  MS-63,  Prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 
1895  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with 

areas  of  medium  golden  toning . 1,750 

1895  AU-58 . 469 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 
gold . 365 


1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 


type  set  or  specialized  collection . 2,450 

1896  EF-40 . 225 

1896-0  VF-35 . 199 


1 896-S  AU-58.  One  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  895 

1896-S  VF-25.  Elusive  in  all  grades . 235 

1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice  if  not  nicer  than  many  Proof-65  pieces  we 
have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $1,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree!  . 1,695 

1897  AU-55  (PCI) . 325 

1 897-0  F-15.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 385 

1897-0  F-12 . 350 


1898  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  lustrous.  ..595 
1898  AU-55 . 369 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898- S  EF-45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . 419 

1899  F-15 . 45 

1899- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1 899- S  EF-45.  In  this  issue  will  be  found  one  of  the 

widest  selections  of  Barber  half  dollars  ever  to  be 
listed  in  one  of  our  publications.  Take  advantage 
and  acquire  the  pieces  you  need . 240 

1900  AU-55.  Attractive  satiny  surfaces . 349 

1900  VF-35 . 95 

1900- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1900-0  EF-40 . 275 

1900-0  VF-30 . 125 

1900-S  EF-45 . 250 


1901  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 
toning  around  the  border.  An  exceptional  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  Barber  half  dollar  ol  the  20th 


century. 


1,350 


New  Responsibilities  in  the 
Auction  Department. . . 


Meet  Tricia  Toepper.  She  is  now  co¬ 
ordinating  our  auction  catalogue  prepa¬ 
ration  with  the  help  of  Dr.  Rick  Bagg. 
She  will  be  dealing  with  consignments, 
and  tracking  the  flow  of  cataloguing 
from  the  Auction  Department  through 
to  the  Graphics  Department. 


Page  32 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


1901  AU-50 . 

lustrous  and  frosty 

2,995 

..395 

1901  EF-45 . 

. 175 

1909  AU-58.  Brilliant . 

1901-0  EF-45 . 

. 350 

1909-0  EF-45 . 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  beautiful.  1 ,395 

1 909-0  VF-30 . 

110 

1902  AU-50 . 

1910-S  VF-25 . 

1902-0  AU-50 . 

. 375 

1912  AU-55.  Brilliant. 

1902-S  EF-45 . 

. 245 

1 9 1 2-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

speci- 

1903-0  EF-40 . 195 

1903-0  VF-20 . 79 

1903- S  EF-45 . 259 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 

1 905- 0  AU-50 . 475 

1905- S  EF-40 . 215 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 495 

1906- D  EF-45 . 175 

First  year  of  coinage  operation  at  the  Denver  Mint. 

1906-0  EF-45 . 199 

1906-0  F-l  5 . 55 

1906- S  EF-40 . 199 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907- D  EF-45 . 185 


1907-D  EF-40. 


140 


Important  1907-S  Half  Dollar 


1907- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  just  purchased. 
Where  did  they  all  go?  This  question  can  be 
asked  of  the  1907-S,  a  coin  which,  ostensibly, 
should  be  easy  to  acquire,  but  a  variety  for  which 
Mint  State  coins  are  seldom  encountered.  In 
fact,  often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between 
our  having  one  in  stock!  For  the  Barber  half 
dollar  specialist  here  is  a  combined  opportunity 
for  excellent  quality  and  great  rarity! . 2,685 

1908- D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 
the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 

1908-0  EF-40 . 165 

1908-0  VF-20 . 79 

1908-0  F-12 . 29 

Splendid  Gem  1909  50<t 


men . 1395 

Really  nice  Barber  half  dollars  are  very  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  higher  grades.  The  present  coin  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer. 

1912-D  AU-55.  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  350 
1 91 2-D  AU-50 . 325 

1912- S  EF-40 . 175 

1913  VG-10 . 39 

1913- D  AU-55 . 325 

1913-S  EF-40 . 195 

191 5-D  AU-55 . 375 

1915-S  AU-58 . 419 

1 91 5-S  AU-55  -  Light  golden  toning  over  very  frosty 

surfaces . 325 

1915-S  EF-45 . 185 

Liberty  VValkiiiif  Half  Dollars 

Commentary:  These  beautiful  coins  are  always 
in  demand,  and  scarcely  a  day  goes  by  without  our 
sending  a  few  packages  of  sparkling  gems  to  our 
clients.  If  you  are  a  specialist  in  these — or  want  to 
be — here  is  your  opportunity. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  wide  variety  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  from  the  earliest  varieties 


of  1916  and  1917  through  theendofthe  series 
in  the  1940s.  Along  the  way  are  many  scarce, 
interesting,  and  desirable  pieces,  all  hand  se¬ 
lected  for  their  quality.  If  you  are  already  a  spe¬ 
cialist  in  the  series,  use  this  listing  to  add  pieces 
you  need.  If  you  are  new  to  the  series  and  want 
to  begin,  a  suggestion  is  to  start  with  some  of 
the  less  expensive  dates,  those  in  the  1930s  and 
1940s.  A  little  bit  of  money  will  go  a  long  way 
in  these  years,  and  today  in  1996  many  choice 
and  gem  Mint  State  coins  are  available  for  truly 
reasonable  prices. 

Advanced  specialists  or  beginning  collector — 
either  way  we  know  you’ll  like  our  quality  and 
value. 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 

satiny  lustre . 1,495 

1916  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

1916  EF-45.  First  year  of  issue . 175 

1916-D  AU-58.  Brilliant . 219 

1916-D  EF-45.  Mintmark  on  obverse . 159 

1916-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Obverse  mintmark.  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  beautiful,  and  in  this  degree  of 
beauty,  rare . 1 ,935 

The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  of  1 9 1 6  and  early  1917 
have  a  surface  somewhat  different  than  those  of  later  years, 
and  on  Mint  State  examples  the  fields  are  a  hybrid  between 
lustrous  and  matte.  Also,  the  rims  of  the  coin  seem  to  be 
broader  and  sharper. 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 1,095 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 199 


1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem,  brilliant, 


gtart  Qn 

y^^aBufous  Collection  f 


20  Different  Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 
PCGS  Certified  MS-64 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  have  been  ac¬ 
claimed  by  many  as  the  most  beautiful  Ameri¬ 
can  silver  design  ever  put  into  circulation.  And, 
contemplating  a  lustrous,  frosty  Mint  State  ' 
example — even  of  common  dates  in  the  1940s — 
one  must  agree  with  this  sentiment. 

Again  we  offer  you  20  different,  beautiful 
Walking  Liberty  half dollars— all  sparkling  white, 
certified  MS-64  by  PCGS,  and  in  new  holders — 
for  the  fabulous  price  of  just  $  1 ,350!  And  each  set 
we  sell  comes  with  our  money-back-guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  Don't  miss  out.  Call  today. 

(Dates  of  our  choice  ranging  from  1941-1947. 
Only  12  sets  available,  one  per  household  please.) 
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Coin  Quiz 

Numismatic  Geography 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


It  could  be  argued  that  your  editor,  who  in  our  last  issue  was 
clueless  as  to  the  state  in  which  Rimersburg  is  located,  is  the  one 
needing  a  geography  lesson!  And,  perhaps  so. 

Anyway,  this  inspires  us  to  come  up  with  a  quiz  this  issue  that 
is  centered  about  numismatically  related  places.  We  give  clues 
concerning  10  different  localities.  How  many  can  you  identify ?  Get 
six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right, 
and  you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct, 
and  you  would  win  a  trip  to  Rimersburg,  Pennsylvania,  if  only  we 
gave  such  prizes!  Seriously,  thanks  for  all  of  the  Rimersburg-iana 
that  has  arrived  in  our  mailbox  in  the  past  month  or  so. 

1 .  This  town  is  located  not  far  from  Virginia  City  and  the 
Comstock  Lode  and  in  1870  saw  a  United  States  mint  throw 
open  its  doors  for  the  production  of  silver  and  gold  coins: 

a.  The  Dalles,  Oregon. 

b.  San  Francisco,  California. 

c.  Carson  City,  Nevada. 

d.  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

2 .  This  particular  city,  years  ago  and  perhaps  today  sometimes 
called  “Cowtown,”  was  at  one  time  the  home  of  the  best-known 
rare  coin  business  in  all  of  America  (that  operated  by  B.  Max  Mehl) . 
Much  to  the  consternation  of  the  “big  city”  dealers,  quite  a  few 
collectors  had  Mehl  buy  or  auction  their  cabinets. 

a.  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

b.  North  Tonawanda,  New  York. 

c.  Austin,  Texas. 

d.  Newport  Beach,  California. 

3.  The  Byron  Reed  collection  is  from  this  city,  the  coin 
business  of  Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee  once  flourished  here,  at 
one  time  it  was  a  prime  choice  for  building  the  ANA  Headquar¬ 
ters,  and  it  is  not  far  from  a  river  described  as  “too  thick  to  drink, 
too  thin  to  plow.” 

a.  Albany,  New  York. 

b.  Chicago,  Illinois. 

c.  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

d.  Vicksburg,  Mississippi. 

4.  The  1792  silver-center  cents  were  made  here,  the 
Morgan  &C  Orr  coin  presses  were  manufactured  here,  the  1 876 
Centennial  Exhibition  was  held  at  this  city’s  Fairmount  Park, 
dealers  Harry  Forman,  Ruth  Bauer,  and  Cathy  Bullowa  now 
deal  here,  dealers  such  as  John  W.  Haseltine,  the  Chapman 
brothers,  and  Stephen  K.  Nagy  once  dealt  here,  and  it  was  at  one 


time  the  capital  of  the  United  States. 

a.  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 

b.  York,  Pennsylvania. 

c.  Rockville  Centre,  New  York. 

d.  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

.  In  the  1850s  when  Gold  Rush  gold  was 
shipped  in  quantity  to  other  parts  of  the  country, 
the  solons  of  this  city  petitioned  Congress  to 
establish  a  mint  there  as  so  much  gold  was  on  hand. 

a.  New  York  City,  New  York. 

b.  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

c.  Los  Angeles,  California. 

d.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

6.  The  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  was  held  here  in  1904, 
the  person  designated  at  the  1 996  “Numismatist  of  the  Year”  by  the 
ANA  lives  here,  at  one  time  it  was  petitioned  that  a  U.S.  mint  should 
be  established  here,  and  noted  dealer  Burdette  G.  Johnson  was  at 
one  time  its  leading  coin  dealer. 

a.  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 

b.  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

c.  Natchez,  Mississippi. 

d.  East  Pharsalia,  New  York. 

7 Noted  American  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  lived  in 
this  wonderful  state  (editorial  opinion  here)  and  created  his  beau¬ 
tiful  MCMVII  $20  gold  coin  design  here. 

a.  Pennsylvania. 

b.  New  Hampshire. 

c.  California. 

d.  New  Jersey. 

8.  L.W.  Hoffecker,  prime  distributor  for  the  1936  Elgin 
(Illinois)  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar,  was  located  here: 

a.  El  Paso,  Texas. 

b.  Elgin,  Illinois. 

c.  Chicago,  Illinois. 

d.  Cairo,  Illinois. 

9 .  The  U.S.  mint  building  located  in  this  city  was  moved  a  few 
decades  ago  and  now  serves  as  an  art  museum,  only  gold  coins  (no 
silver  or  copper)  were  struck  here,  and  for  many  years  numismatists 
thought  that  an  1 854  gold  dollar  bearing  this  city’s  mintmark  was 
a  great  rarity  (today,  it  is  believed  that  none  were  ever  made). 

a.  Dahlonega,  Georgia. 

b.  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina. 

c.  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 

d.  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

10.  According  to  George  M.  Cohan  circa  1905,  this  town  was 
full  of  rubes  and  is  located  45  minutes  from  Broadway;  the 
Westchester  County  Coin  Club  used  it  as  focus,  successfully,  for  a 
commemorative  half  dollar  depicting  a  fleur-de-lis  and  a  fatted  calf, 
and  the  Thanhouser  Film  Co.  was  once  headquartered  here. 

a.  Scarsdale,  New  York. 

b.  Tarrytown,  New  York. 

c.  New  Rochelle,  New  York. 

d.  Port  Jervis,  New  Jersey. 
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Sharp  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  with  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces — 
quality  you  will  appreciate . 2, 1 50 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  AU-50.  Brilliant. 

Much  original  lustre  remains . 425 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (AN ACS). 
I  raditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 

grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels  . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 
pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 

the  series . 1,195 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  EF-45 . 795 

Gem  1917-S  Half  Dollar 
Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
If  you  like  golden  toning — and  who  doesn’t? — 
this  attractive  certified  piece  will  fill  the  bill 

exactly.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS). 

Brilliant  with  a, whisper  of  gold  toning. .  1,325 
1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 
early  issue . 1,325 


1917-S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 
gorgeous,  lustrous,  brilliant  gem!  Quality!  3,175 


1917- S  Mintmark  on  reverse.  AU-50 . 135 

1918  AU-50 . 259 

1918- D  EF-40 . 165 

1918-S  AU-50.  Much  lustre  remains . 145 


Incredible  Gem  1919  Half  Dollar 


$2, 000  Per  Day  in  Alaska 

The  following  note  is  from  loiva  reader 
Bob  King,  who  was  recently  a  visiting  profes¬ 
sor  at  Cornell  University  in  Ithaca,  NY: 

“Last  week  I  ate  lunch  with  a  Cornell 
geology  professor  friend  who  rold  of  doing 
some  geology  work  in  the  back  country  of 
Alaska  in  1990.  He  ran  on  to  an  old  mine 
that  had  been  abandoned,  but  which  still 
appeared  to  be  in  rather  good  condition. 
Apparently,  a  former  owner  had  j  ust  walked 
away  from  it.  There  was  still  a  narrow- 
gauge  train  on  the  site,  complete  with  small 
engine.  There  are  no  roads  into  that  area.  It 
must  have  been  brought  in  by  pack  animals 
piece  by  piece  and  assembled  there.  It  was 
probably  still  at  the  remote  mine  because 
no  one  devised  a  cheap  way  to  get  it  out, 
otherwise  a  collector  would  have  it  by  now. 

I  know  the  feeling,  as  I’d  love  to  have  the 
engine,  too. 

“My  professor  friend  also  ran  into  two 
college  students  who  were  panning  for 
gold  and  finding  over  $2,000  worth  per 
day.  They  paid  for  their  college  costs  with 
the  gold  that  they  found.  The  professor 
bought  a  small  nugget  from  them  as  a 
souvenir.” 


1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  white  and  sharply 
struck.  This  issue  is  a  rarity  in  any  Mint  State 
grade  and  virtually  unheard  of  in  this  high 
grade.  A  dazzling  gem  the  connoisseur  will  find 
to  be  a  highlight  of  his  or  her  collection. 7, 295 

1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  remains  in  protected  areas.  One  of  the  key 


issues  in  the  series .  . 895 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 


Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 
with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 
this  nice! . 2,525 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series.  A  very  “special”  half  dollar.3,450 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921,  low  production  figures 
were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia,  Denver  and 
San  Francisco.  In  this  year  of  economic  recession,  few  col¬ 
lectors  had  the  inclination  or  money  to  set  aside  quantities  of 
this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a  Mint  State 
piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance. 

Brilliant  Mint  State  1921  50C 


1921  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this 
classic  rarity,  the  lowest  mintage  issue  among 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 3,450 

1921  EF-40.  Hard  to  find  in  all  grades . 1,595 


Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


1921-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient 
of  original  lustre  remaining.  The  key  issue  among 
all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars . 2,750 


Elusive  1921  -S  Half  Dollar 


1921  -S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen 
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Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not 


have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

1921-S  VF-20 . 575 

1923-S  EF-40 . 210 


Lustrous  1928-S  Flalf  Dollar 


1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  “MS-65  fields,” 
virtually  flawless,  combined  with  the  usual 
strike  (somewhat  flat  on  the  higher  parts)  seen 
for  1 928-S  prompted  the  gurus  out  at  PCGS  in 
Newport  Beach,  California,  to  assign  the  MS- 
63  grade.  Among  MS-63  coins  in  the  market¬ 
place — and  there  aren’t  many  around — this  is 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  seen.  Just  pur¬ 
chased . 2,450 

1928-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty,  brilliant  surfaces. 
Scarce  in  Mint  State . 1,295 


Splendid  Gem  1929-D  50<f 


1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quality 
in  every  aspect — with  brilliant  and  frosty  sur¬ 
faces,  also  sharply  struck.  Few  comparable  pieces 

exist! . 2,325 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  coin  that 
offers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS- 
64  level,  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 


for  only . 1,495 

1929-D  EF-45 . 95 

1929-D  EF-40 . 75 


Remarkable  Gem  1929-S 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous,  and 


sharply  struck  specimen  of  this  highly  desired  is¬ 
sue — certainly  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. 


The  specialist  will  appreciate  this  one! . 2,795 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  AU-50 . 169 


Marvelous  1933-S  Half  Dollar 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,595 

One  of  the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  we  have  ever  seen, 
this  lovely  piece  is  brilliant,  frosty,  and  sharply  struck.  Use  it 
to  start  out  in  a  splendid  way  your  set  of  half  dollars  of  the 


1930s  decade. 

1933- S  EF-45 . 69 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 351 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 85 

1934  AU-55.  Brilliant . 37 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 797 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this 

grade . 385 

1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued 
by  pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall.  385 

1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1934-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 154 

1934-D  AU-55 . 84 


Lustrous  Gem  1934-S  50<£ 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  specimen 
of  a  variety  which  is  very  difficult  to  find  at 
this  level — a  key  to  the  series . 2,903 

Brilliant  Gem  1934-S 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  high-quality 


gem.  Look  elsewhere  (except  in  a  Bowers  and 


Merena  catalogue!)  and  you’ll  find  these  rarely 

offered! . 2,903 

1 934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractively  toned  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 621 

1934-S  AU-50 . 98 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 81 

1935  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 81 

1935  AU-58 . 40 


If  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 
mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 


1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 311 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 243 

1935-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 675 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 351 

1936  MS-65.  Brilliant . 142 

1936  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned . 142 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 61 

1936  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 54 

1936- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Moderate  toning.  ..351 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 108 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 446 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 203 

1937  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1937- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  is  prooflike  and 

reverse  is  frosty.  . 432 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 223 

1937- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 392 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1938  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1938- D  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  splendid  specimen  of 

this  highly  prized  date . 581 

1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 500 

1938-D  AU-55 . 308 

1938-D  AU-50 . 273 

1938-D  EF-45 . 119 

1938- D  EF-40 . 109 

1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 62 

1939  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1939  AU-58 . 35 

1939  AU-50 . 28 

1939- D  AU-50 . 30 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 395 


Enjoy  Yourself! 

Coin  collecting  is  a  very  pleasurable  pur¬ 
suit.  The  best  way  to  “get  involved’  is  to  buy 
some  useful  and  interesting  books  on  the 
subject — not  price  guides  or  market  reports, 
but  books  that  tell  you  about  coins,  how  they 
were  made  and  how  they  were  used. 
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1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1941  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1941-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 112 

1941-D  AU-58 . 30 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 182 

1941-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 82 

1941- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 33 

1942  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1942  AU-58 . 24 

1942  AU-55 . 20 

1942- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . US 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1 942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 446 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 73 

1 942- S  AU-55 . 28 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-55 . 20 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 86 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 63 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 53 

1943-D  AU-50 . 27 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 446 

1943- S  AU-55 . 29 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 107 

1944  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1944  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1944  AU-50 . 16 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 273 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 107 

1944-D  AU-50 . 26 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 527 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 63 

1944-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 41 

1944- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 25 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  AU-50.  Brilliant . 16 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 93 

1945-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 27 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1945- S  AU-50  Brilliant . 24 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 132 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 132 

1946  AU-55.  Brilliant . 24 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 92 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 795 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1 946-  S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 27 

1947  MS-65.  Brilliant . 162 

1947  AU-55.  Brilliant . 29 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 107 
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Eilmlv  Wiilkiiiii  Hall  hollars 

In  this  grid  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand-se¬ 
lected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are  bril¬ 
liant  or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning.  Smart 
collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying  for  their 
clients- — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us  help  YOU 


with  YOUR  collection.  Now 

is  the  time  to  start  or 

add  to  your 

collection  of  this, 

one  of  the  most  beau- 

tiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

85 

105 

351 

1934-D 

230 

385 

797 

1934-S 

621 

1283 

2903 

1935 

311 

1935-D 

311 

1100 

1935-S 

351 

675 

1890 

1936 

54 

61 

1936-D 

135 

351 

1936-S 

250 

446 

1937 

51 

66 

203 

1937-D 

223 

432 

1937-S 

243 

392 

1938 

99 

311 

1938-D 

500 

581 

878 

1939 

62 

135 

1939-D 

63 

135 

1939-S 

223 

1940 

35 

49 

124 

1940-S 

39 

73 

365 

1941 

38 

50 

92 

1941-D 

45 

62 

1941-S 

99 

182 

1296 

1942 

38 

43 

92 

1942-D 

59 

89 

155 

1942-S 

45 

73 

446 

1943 

38 

43 

92 

1943-D 

63 

86 

135 

1943-S 

43 

72 

446 

1944 

35 

43 

107 

1944-D 

45 

62 

107 

1944-S 

63 

527 

1945 

35 

45 

93 

1945-D 

38 

45 

93 

1945-S 

38 

45 

135 

1946 

38 

45 

132 

1946-D 

38 

43 

92 

1946-S 

45 

93 

1947 

38 

45 

162 

1947-D 

46 

107 

Ernnklin  Hall  Hollars 


We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1 948- 1 963 
Franklin  hall  dollars  including  many  beautiful  Mint 
State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to  start 


a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have.  You’ll 


like  our  quality! 

1948  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 64 

1948  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1948- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 139 

1949- 1)  MS-64.  Brilliant . 60 

1949-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 60 

1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1949-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1949- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1950  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 49 

1950  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1950- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1950- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1951  MS-65  Brilliant . 50 

1951  MS-63.  Brilliant . 19 

1951- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1951-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1952  MS-65.  Brilliant . 37 

1952  MS-64.  Brilliant . 27 

1953  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 75 

1953  MS-64  Brilliant . 26 

1953-D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  29 

1953- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . ....65 

1954  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1954  Proof-64.  Brilliant .  49 

1954  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 400 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 115 

1 954-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Add  one  to  your 

collection  for:  . 1 1 5 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1954-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  .24 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1956  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1957  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1957  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1957  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  MS-65.  Brilliant . 99 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1 959  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Obverse  die  chip  at  throat: 

an  interesting-appearing  feature . 22 

1959  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

1959- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1959-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1959-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been— 
since  we  began  business  in  1 953.  If  you  are 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  for. 
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1960  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1960- D  MS-63  Brilliant . 13 

1961  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 15 

1961  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1961- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1962  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC) . 45 

1962  Proot-65.  Brilliant . 19 

1962  Prool-64.  Brilliant . 10 

1962  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1962- D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 32 

1962-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1962- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 

1963  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 

1963- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 9 


Silver  Dollars 

Commentary:  Among  all  pre-19th  century  sil¬ 
ver  coins,  silver  dollars  are  certainly  one  of  the  most 
popular  series.  As  such,  we  constantly  strive  to 
maintain  an  in-depth  inventory  of  quality  coins. 
Use  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  to  add  to 
your  specialized  collection  or  set  of  design  types. 
We  guarantee  you  will  be  pleased! 

Early  Hollars 


Pleasing  1796  Small  Eagle  Dollar 


1796  Bowers  Borckardt-6l.  EF-45.  Attractive 
lightly  cleaned  surfaces . 3,795 

1798  BB-123.  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Rarity-2.  VF- 

20 . 725 

One  of  our  favorite  dealer  friends,  a  gentleman  whose 
firm  handles  as  many  coins  as  anyone  we  know,  felt  that  early 
silver  dollars  1794-1803  were  ridiculously  inexpensive  on 
today’s  market,  and  decided  to  assemble  a  set  by  dates  and 
major  varieties.  At  last  word  he  was  having  a  really  great  time 
tracking  them  down. 

1 799  BB-1 66.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  natu¬ 
ral  gray-brown  toning . 725 

1802/1  BB-231.  Rarity-4.  VG-8.  Just  acquired.  Rather 
cheap,  don’t  you  think,  for  a  dollar  of  this  early 
date  and  a  somewhat  scarce  variety  as  well? .  475 


A  f  ine  Collection  is  your  Best  Investment 


Liberty  Scaled  Hollars 


1 843  AU-55  (PCGS) . 695 

1844  AU-53  (PCGS).  Only  issue  with  “quad 

stripes”  in  obverse  shield.  Rare  date . 1 ,350 


The  obverse  die  is  doubled  on  all  business  strikes  of  this 
date  (but  not  Proofs),  causing  each  vertical  stripe  in  Miss 
Liberty’s  shield  to  have  four  elements  instead  of  the  usual  three. 


Memorable  1848  Silver  Dollar 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example.  Often 
a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our  offerings 
of  an  1848  of  this  remarkable  quality.  ....  5,650 

1848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
1 5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 

1849  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned  in  shades  of 

gunmetal-blue  and  gold.  One  of  several  hun¬ 
dred,  perhaps  over  a  thousand,  silver  dollars 
recently  added  to  stock . 625 


Notable  1854  $1  Rarity 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  dif¬ 
ficult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this 
grade  level .  5,395 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of  the 


most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series. 
Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted  or  ex¬ 
ported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major  rarity,  and 
a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  landmark.  Proofs 
were  struck  in  limited  numbers  for  collectors — 
just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all.  Of  these,  the  present 
specimen  is  one  of  the  very  finest  to  survive.  The 
surfaces  are  toned  a  light  golden  hue  over  deep 
mirror  background.  The  strike  is  needle  sharp. 
If  you  offered  to  pay  twice  our  price,  we  doubt  if 
you  could  find  this  coin’s  equal.  A  gem  that  will 
grace  the  finest  cabinet  of  silver  dollars.  29,875 


Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered.  2,650 

Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggy."  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  bagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  90%  of  the  Treasury 
pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality  conscious  buyer. 


One-Of-A-Kind 

Most  items  in  this  issue  are  one-of-a-kind 
in  our  stock,  so  please  order  as  early  as 
possible  for  the  best  selection.  Just  telephone 
1-800-222-5993  and  our  Direct  Sales  De¬ 
partment  will  take  care  of  your  order  today. 
Be  sure  to  ask  about  our  Order  It  1  oday, 
Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  overnight  service! 

Quality,  service,  value,  and  appreciation 
for  your  business  and  friendship  are  yours 
when  you  order  from  Bowers  and  Merena. 
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Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


UNITED  STATES  SIEVED 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of 
the  finest  we’ve  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1 863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all 
grades . 6,350 

While  Proofs  of  the  late  1850s  and  1860s  were  sold  to 
collectors  to  preserve  with  varying  degrees  of  care  and  custo¬ 
dianship,  Mint  State  pieces  were  not  deliberately  set  aside, 
and  the  survival  today  of  pieces  such  as  this  beautiful  1 863 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Thus,  for  all  dates  choice  Mint 
State  coins  are  far  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  $1 


1 863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre- 


Here,  There,  and 
Everywhere. . . 


Chris  Karstedt,  our  marketing  direc¬ 
tor  (who  wears  many  different  hats  at 
Bowers  and  Merena),  cherrypicks  coins 
for  a  special  promotion. 


sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  of  1861-1 869  are  all  scarce, 
and  in  Mint  State  they  are  significant  rarities.  The  present 
offering  is  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  ever  presented. 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rariry  in  this  grade 
(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly 
all  high-grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs; 
AU  and  Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rari¬ 
ties .  1,450 


Splendid  1867  Rarity 


1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny,  some¬ 
what  prooflike,  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen 
of  an  issue  which  is  seldom  seen  at  this  business 
strike  level.  Another  outstanding  coin  for  the 


Liberty  Seated  connoisseur . 4,950 

1872  F-12 . 175 

1872  G-6 . 109 


Morgan  Dollars 

Commentary:  Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to 
collect,  and  at  today’s  market  prices  and  with  the 
famous  Bowers  and  Merena  quality  the  present  list¬ 
ing  offers  many  opportunities. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1921,  of  Morgan 
dollars  comprise  nearly  100  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably,  the  majority  of 
these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State  for  less  than 
several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and  some  of  them 
are  below  $  1 00  or  even  below  $50 — and  this  is  for 
choice  pieces!  No  wonder  that  they  are  so  popular. 

In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  we  offer  a 
virtually  complete  selection.  Each  coin  has  been 
hand  picked  for  its  quality,  and  it  is  priced  to  be  a 
good  value.  If  Morgan  dollars  are  your  specialty, 
you  have  come  to  the  right  place! 

Our  listings  are  in  several  formats — including 
individual  descriptions  as  well  as  a  “grid”  for  easy 
reference.  The  two  listings  are  somewhat  differ¬ 
ent,  so  be  sure  to  check  both.  In  addition,  our 
starter  sets  described  below  are  ever  popular  and 
are  guaranteed  to  please.  If  you  have  a  son,  daugh¬ 
ter,  or  “significant  other  you  would  like  to  in¬ 
troduce  to  coin  collecting  and  at  the  same  time 
give  him  or  her  a  numismatic  challenge  and  a  great 
introduction  to  history,  consider  one  of  these  sets. 
You  may  well  change  the  person’s  life!  Or,  buy  a 
set  for  yourself.  Either  way,  each  offers  a  great 
value. 

Morgan  Dollars  (Individual  Listings) 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 176 


1878  VAM-40.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 1 1 2 

1878  VAM-40.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-60.  Bril 

liant . 82 

1878  VAM-41 .  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62, 

Prooflike.  Brilliant . 139 

1878  VAM-41A.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS- 
64,  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike.  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  1 ,395 

1878  VAM-42.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Bril¬ 
liant . 90 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64 

DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 385 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 1 2 

1878-CC  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 176 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 176 

1878-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 95 

1 878-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 95 

1878-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1878-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 209 

1878- S  VAM-35.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  56 

1879- CC  Capped  Die  (Large  CC  over  Small  CC 

mintmark).  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare 
and  in  constant  demand . 1,450 

The  1879-CC  is  the  rarest  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar 
of  the  early  1878-1885  series.  Two  mintmark  issues  are  rec¬ 
ognized:  Large  CC  over  Small  CC,  as  offered  here,  and  “per¬ 
fect”  CC.  The  Small  CC  mintmark  is  the  style  used  for  all 
1878-CC  dollars;  later  issues  through  the  end  of  the  series 
employed  larger  letters. 

1879-CC  Capped  Die.  VAM-3.  VF-35 

(ANACS) .  165 

1879-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 142 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 329 


Nice  Recomendation 

This  is  from  C.L.: 

“I  learned  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  a  few  years  ago  through  Coin  World. 
At  first  I  thought  your  prices  were  higher 
than  I  wanted  to  pay,  as  your  Morgan 
dollars  were  quite  a  bit  higher  than  some  I 
saw  advertised. 

“How  my  mind  changed  when  I  saw 
your  QUALITY!  You  are  a  light  year  ahead 
of  your  competition  when  it  comes  to  the 
choice  condition  of  the  pieces  you  send 
out.  Now,  having  been  a  satisfied  B&M 
customer  for  a  long  time,  I  thought  I  would 
write  to  say  that  1  recommended  you  to  a 
fellow  worker  in  my  office.  He  is  starting  a 
set  of  Morgans,  and  when  your  coins  ar¬ 
rived  yesterday  he  was  ever)'  hit  as  happy  as 
I  have  been. 

“Keep  up  the  good  work. 
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1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 


liant .  105 

1879-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1879- S  MS-64,  Prooflike  (NGC) . 59 

1880- CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 243 

1880-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 176 

1880-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 176 

1880-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 170 

1880-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 170 

1880-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 170 

1880-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 

1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  scarce  (at  this 

grade  level)  issue . 1,553 

1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 311 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1880-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

1880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 119 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 119 

1880- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1881  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1881  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1881- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 405 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  peripheral 

toning  on  obverse . 405 

1881-CC  MS-64  Prooflike  (GSA).  Brilliant. .  265 
1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 230 


1881-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 230 

1881-CC  MS-63,  Deep  mirror  prooflike.  Bril¬ 
liant .  249 

1881-CC  MS-63  Prooflike.  (GSA).  Brilliant.  219 

1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 192 

1881-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 192 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 41 

1881-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  We  recently 
bought  a  really  nice  group  of  these.  Buy  one  for 

only . 28 

1881-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1881- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 20 

1882- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 243 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 88 

1882-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1882-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 69 

1882-CC  MS-62  (GSA)  Brilliant . 65 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and  quite 

curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Brilliant.  ..  1 ,050 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 122 

1882- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1883  MS-64,  Prooflike . 115 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 213 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1883-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 85 


1883-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 


toning . 85 

1883-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 66 

1883-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 63 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing.  around  rim . 28 

1883- 0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1 884  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  toning  around  the 

periphery. . 216 

1884- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 213 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 66 

1884-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 63 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . . 63 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 60 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 116 

1884-0  MS-63. (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 27 

1884-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 


Rare  1884-S  Dollar 


Qump  §tart  On 
y^^abufous  Collection  f 

20  Different  Morgan  Dollars 
PCGS  Certified  MS-64 

Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to  collect.  Minted  from  1878 
through  1921,  the  series  of  Morgan  dollars  comprises  nearly  100 
dates,  mintmarks,  and  truly  major  varieties,  most  of  which  are 
readily  available.  In  today’s  market,  MS-64  Morgans  are  a  real 
bargain  and  this  special  offer  is  one  you  11  find  difficult  to  refuse. 

We  offer  you  20  different,  brilliant  and  lustrous, 

Morgan  silver  dollars — all  certified  MS-64  by 
PCGS  and  in  new  holders — for  the  remark¬ 
able  price  of  just  $950!!!  Call  Gail  Watson 
today  and  you’ll  be  on  your  way  to  a 
spectacular  collection — oneyou ’ll  be  proud 
to  own  and  share  with  your  family  and 
friends. 

(Dates  of  our  choice  ranging  from  1 879- 
S  to  1921.  Only  12  sets  available,  one  per 
household  please.) 


1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Sharp  strike.  One  of  the  key  dates  in 


the  series  at  this  level . 5,600 

1884-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1 884-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 175 

1884-S  EF-45  (ANACS) . 49 

1884- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 35 

1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Gold  peripheral  toning.  120 

1885- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 452 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1885-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 230 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 225 

1885-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 225 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 17 

1885-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 41 

1885-0  MS-63,  Prooflike.  Brilliant . 45 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 162 

1885- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 322 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 117 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1886  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1886  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1886  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1886- 0  AU-55  (NGC) . 119 

1886-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 119 

1886-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 90 

1886-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  Scarce  so  fine . 52” 
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1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find 

in  this  high  grade.  One  of  the  hundreds  of  hand¬ 
picked  Morgan  dollars  recently  added  to  our 

stock . 1,135 

1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1887  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1887- 0  VAM-2.  Recut  7.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  ..219 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 46 

1888  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1888  MS-63.  Brilliant . 30 

1888  MS-62.  Brilliant . 27 

1888- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  amber  peripheral 

toning . 473 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 324 


Delightful  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive, 
brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mirrored 
fields  surround  cameo  devices  creating  a  stun¬ 
ning  visual  treat.  One  of  the  great  key  issues  in 
the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series . 13,500 


Key  1889-CC  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  lustrous 
surfaces  with  delicate  toning.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  would  merit  MS-63  or  nicer. 
A  pleasing  specimen  of  the  key  Carson  City 


Mint  dollar  in  the  Morgan  series . 7,395 

1889-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 115 

1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 317 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 176 

1889- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 140 

1890- CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1890-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1 ,895 

1890-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 162 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 62 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 


1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...495 


1890-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 61 

1890- S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  195 
1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high-grade 

level . 635 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1891  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1891  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 46 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen . 520 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 263 

1891-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 182 

1891-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1891-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 168 

1891-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 

1891- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1892- CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 770 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 560 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 560 

1892- S  VF-30  (ANACS) . 65 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 790 

1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499 

1893  AU-55 . 238 

1893- CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,795 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant . 1,610 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS) . 665 

1893-0  EF-45.  Brilliant . 249 

1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 

and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1894  MS-60 . 980 


1894  AU-50.  One  of  the  most  desirable  of  all  is¬ 
sues  in  the  series.  Generous  amounts  of  mint 


lustre  remain . 630 

1894  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 168 

1894-0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 79 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Somewhat 
scarce  issue;  one  we  can  never  buy  in  quantity. 
Rather,  we  tend  to  find  choice  examples  one 

at  a  time .  595 

1894-S  VAM-1A.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  476 
1894-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Attractively  toned.  ...442 
1894-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 442 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usually 
seen  specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  is¬ 
sue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly 
choice  1 895-S,  your  quest  ends  here!  . 3,206 


1 895-S  AU-55.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce 

variety . 1,120 

1895-S/S  VAM-3.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  850 

1895-S  EF-40 . 439 

1896  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  champagne 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  issue.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1 ,695 

1896  MS-65 . 142 

1896  MS-62.  Brilliant . 29 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more  frost,  lus¬ 
tre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen.  An  excep¬ 


tional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. ...  2,240 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  EF-45  (ANACS) . 35 

1896-S  VF-35  (ANACS) . 69 

1896- S  VF-30  (ANACS) . 55 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 

1897- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 809 

1 897-0  AU-58  (NGC) . 252 

1 897- 0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 1 05 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 178 

1898  MS-64,  DMPL  (NGC).  Brilliant . 235 

1898  AU-55.  Brilliant . 25 

1898- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  yellow  toning.  122 

1898-0  MS-64 . 41 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1898- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 162 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1899- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499 

1899-0  MS-64 . 41 

1899- 0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 28 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1900- 0/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 
ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1,283 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,283 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped 
many  of  our  clients  track  down  elusive  date 
and  mintmark  varieties,  “type"  coins,  and 
other  desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce 
or  rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several 
hundred  dollars  each  or  more)  you’ve  been 
seeking.  When  we  acquire  them,  we  will  send 
you  a  quotation.  There's  no  obligation  to  buy, 
just  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if  you  desire. 
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1900-0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 446 

1900-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 589 

1900-S  AU-50 . 56 


Outstanding  Mint  State  1901  $1 


1901  MS-62.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  extremely  well- 
struck.  A  very  exceptional  specimen  of  this  prize 
rarity  among  Mint  State  Morgan  silver  dollars. 
You  can  look  for  the  next  1 0  years  and  we  doubt 
if  you’ll  find  the  quality  equal  of  this  at  or  near 
this  grade  level.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  high- 
grade,  aesthetically  appealing  coin,  your  search 


ends  right  here . 4,395 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  coin, 

well  struck . 2,135 

1901  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  at  this  grade  level . 2,135 

1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous . 595 

1901  AU-55 . 372 

1901  AU-53 . 294 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 294 

1901-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 343 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 473 


1902  AU-58.  Brilliant . 35 

1902-0  MS-64,  prooflike . 325 

1902-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 42 

1902-0  MS-61.  Brilliant . 28 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 513 

1902- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 232 

1903  MS-65.  Brilliant . 176 

1903  MS-64.  Brilliant . 54 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning . 54 

1903  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1903- 0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 325 

1904- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1904-0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 27 


Gem  1904-S  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 


Key  date . 2,835 

1904-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 560 

1 904-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 560 

1904-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 210 


1904-S  VF-35  (ANACS) . 65 

1921  Morgan.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 120 

1921  Morgan.  MS-63,  prooflike . 69 

1921  Morgan  .  MS-62.  Brilliant . 15 

1921-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1921-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 


Moroan  Silver  Hollars 

We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  brilliant 
or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been  hand¬ 
picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Quality.  If  you 
want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excellent  value  for 
the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for  you.  Let  us  help 
you  build  an  award-winning  collection! 
VARIETY  MS-63  MS-64  MS-65 

1878  8  TF  176 


1878  7/8  TF 

95 

243 

1878  7  TF 

46 

108 

1878-CC 

95 

176 

911 

1878-S 

31 

47 

209 

1879 

35 

1879-CC 

2936 

4455 

1879-0 

142 

405 

1879-S 

28 

41 

119 

1880 

35 

74 

837 

1880-CC 

176 

243 

614 

1880-0 

311 

1553 

1880-S 

28 

41 

119 

1881 

776 

1881-CC 

192 

230 

405 

1881-0 

34 

1881-S 

28 

41 

119 

1882 

28 

50 

452 

1882-CC 

69 

243 

1882-0 

31 

729 

1882-S 

30 

42 

122 

1883 

30 

123 

1 883-CC 

66 

85 

213 

1883-0 

28 

41 

120 

1884 

31 

47 

216 

1884-CC 

66 

85 

213 

1884-0 

27 

41 

116 

1885 

28 

41 

120 

1885-CC 

230 

250 

452 

1885-0 

27 

41 

117 

1885-S 

162 

385 

1886 

27 

39 

117 

1886-S 

250 

527 

1887 

27 

39 

117 

1887-0 

86 

304 

1887-S 

142 

459 

1888 

30 

46 

149 

1888-0 

30 

55 

1888-S 

209 

473 

1889 

31 

46 

324 

1889-0 

213 

587 

A  New  Customer  Writes 


The  following  letter  is  from  R.P.  T.: 

“I  am  one  ol  the  newest  additions  to  your 
extensive  customer  list,  hav¬ 
ing  recently  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  your  Morgan 
dollar  special  offer. 

The  1 884-0  dollar  is 
very  nice  (better  than 
expected),  and  I  have 
been  enjoying  your 
book  A  Buyers '  Guide 
to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States.  I  already  feel  much 
more  knowledgeable  than 
did  before,  and  I  think  I  can 
make  much  more  intelligent 
purchases  of  silver  dollars  in 
the  future. 

“I  have  found  your  writings,  in 
the  past,  to  be  informative  and  enter¬ 
taining.  Your  column  in  Coin  Worldxs 
one  of  the  first  things  1  turn  to  as  I 


receive  each  issue.  Yes,  you  may  consider  this 
a  ‘fan  letter.’ 

“In  the  past,  I  have  not  been  a  big  silver 
dollar  collector,  concentrating  instead  on 
Liberty  Head  dimes  and  British  Com¬ 
monwealth  coins  (with  a  Civil  War  token 
here  and  there).  An  unusual  combina¬ 
tion  ol  interests,  I  suppose. 

“After  reading  your  book,  however,  I 
think  I  might  just  add  a  Morgan  dollar, 
now  and  then.  Some 
of  them  might  be 
scarcer  than  I  had 
thought  before. 

“I  am  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  receiving  your 
Rare  Coin  Review  as 
each  issue  is  printed, 
and  orderi  ng  a  few  gems 
from  time  to  time.  I 
hope  to  remain  on  your 
list  for  many  years  to 
come.” 


Page  42 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  lit 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1889-S 

176 

317 

1 890 

149 

1890-CC 

385 

709 

1890-0 

62 

162 

1890-S 

61 

124 

790 

1891 

112 

635 

1891-CC 

263 

520 

2295 

1891-0 

216 

662 

1891-S 

189 

1242 

1892 

270 

554 

1892-CC 

770 

1242 

1892-0 

209 

560 

1893 

790 

1249 

1894 

2835 

1894-0 

2970 

1894-S 

776 

1350 

1895-S 

3206 

1896 

31 

142 

1896-S 

1418 

1897 

31 

45 

270 

1897-S 

50 

84 

473 

1898 

45 

178 

1898-0 

30 

41 

122 

1898-S 

405 

1899 

85 

149 

506 

1899-0 

28 

41 

1899-S 

223 

419 

1900 

28 

45 

140 

1900-0 

28 

43 

124 

1900-O/CC 

311 

446 

1283 

1900-S 

270 

1316 

1901-0 

28 

43 

176 

1901-S 

425 

675 

3308 

1902 

473 

1902-0 

28 

135 

1902-S 

513 

1903 

41 

54 

176 

1903-0 

180 

331 

1904 

432 

1904-0 

27 

41 

123 

1904-S 

2835 

1921  Morgan 

120 

1921-D 

31 

51 

270 

1921-S 

115 

Order  Today ,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 


When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  in 
our  Retail  Department  about  our  over¬ 
night  Federal  Express  service.  Just  $10  on 
orders  under  $500;  FREE  above  that 
amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses  any¬ 
where  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 


Vi'iuv  Hollars 

Commentary:  We  present  a  nice  selection  of  Peace 
silver  dollars,  a  series  which  has  been  one  of  our  fa¬ 
vorites  for  a  long  time,  but  which  a  few  years  ago  fell 
out  of  favor  with  the  numismatic  community.  The 
reasons  for  this  are  probably  twofold:  first,  in  grades 
below  MS-63,  unless  the  Peace  dollar  is  hand  se¬ 
lected  for  quality,  it  is  apt  to  look  a  bit  “scruffy.” 
Even  among  certified  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65 
coins  there  are  quite  a  few  that  are  of  unsatisfactory 
aesthetic  appeal.  The  problem  is  much  greater  with 
Peace  dollars  than  with  Morgan  dollars.  Because  of 
this,  collectors  who  order  pieces  from  sellers  who 
are  not  oriented  toward  quality  are  apt  to  have  to 
spend  a  lot  of  time  and  postage  returning  ugly  coins. 
Thus,  quite  a  bit  of  effort  is  needed  to  put  together 
a  choice  set.  Second,  a  lot  of  Peace  dollars  that  weren’t 
really  scarce  or  rare  escalated  in  value  during  the 
investment  craze  of  the  late  1980s.  Once  the  inves¬ 
tors  disappeared,  prices  fell. 

The  summary  of  this  is  that  today  if  you  pick  pieces 
ofqualityyou  can  assemble  a  set  for  much  less  than 
a  comparable  collection  would  have  cost  a  few  years 
ago.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  do 
our  best  to  be  careful  when  buying,  and  we  believe 
you  will  notice  a  real  difference.  Further,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  we  say,  you  are  the  final  judge,  and  for 
each  and  every  Peace  dollar  you  have  30  days  to 
return  it  if  it  does  not  completely  please  you  (seven 
days  for  certified  coins). 

A  set  of  Peace  dollars  contains  24  different  basic 
dates  and  mintmarks.  None  is  “impossible,”  al¬ 
though  the  1934-S  is  quite  rare.  Why  not  start  a 
collection  today? 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  not  buying  Peace 
dollars  but  have  quality  coins  for  sale,  please  con¬ 
tact  Mark  Borckardt,  Gail  Watson,  or  Chris 
Karstedt  and  let  us  know  what  you  have.  We  are 
eager  buyers  and  offer  instant  decision  on  all  coins 
sent,  and  an  instant  payment  on  all  coins  purchased. 


1921  Peace.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 88 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1922  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 23 

1922-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 


Subscribe  Today 

To  be  sure  of  not  missing  a  single  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  your  best  bet  is  to 
subscribe.  It  costs  just  $95  to  get  an  entire 
year’s  worth  of  issues,  plus  all  issues  of  The 
Coin  Collector,  plus  our  Grand  Format'  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues  and  other  offerings  of  coins  for 
sale  or  auction  competition.  In  fact,  scarcely  a 
week  or  two  will  go  by  without  your  receiving 
something  in  the  mail  from  us!  By  the  way, 
$95  is  much  less  than  it  costs  us  to  print  and 
mail  the  publications  to  you.  Because  of  this, 
subscriptions  are  solicited  only  from  serious 
potential  buyers  (subscriptions  from  libraries 
and  others  are  respectfully  declined). 


1922- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 284 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 875 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1923  MS-62.  Brilliant . 20 

1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,532 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 43 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 20 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 840 

1925  MS-64.  Brilliant . V) 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1925  MS-62.  Brilliant . 20 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 608 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 392 

1926- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 176 

1926  MS-63.  Brilliant . 31 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny-frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,666 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 223 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 168 

1927-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 133 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue,  yet 

priced  at  only . 133 

1927-S  MS-64 . 783 

1927-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,215 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 236 

1934-D  MS-63 . 196 

19.34-D  MS-61.  Light  golden  toning . 90 


Gem  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  sped 
men  of  the  most  highly  prized  mintmark  in  the 
Peace  dollar  series.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece 

of  your  collection . 3,780 

1934-S  MS-62.  Brilliant.  The  coin  of  the  sc 
lies .  1 ,675 
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ijnitkii  states  silver  coins 


1934-S  MS-60 .  1,225 

1934-S  AU-50.  Attractive . 434 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 68 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 46 


IViUT  Hollars 

Check  our  listing  ol  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 
one  has  been  hand-picked  lor  quality.  Each  coin 
is  NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or 
lightly  and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among 
the  finest  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  par¬ 
ticular  about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops 
here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

203 

439 

1922 

23 

39 

149 

1922-D 

28 

49 

486 

VARIETY 

1922-S 

MS-63 

45 

MS-64 

284 

MS-65 

1923 

23 

39 

149 

1923-D 

62 

223 

1532 

1923-S 

250 

1924 

43 

162 

1924-S 

419 

1925 

23 

39 

149 

1925-S 

101 

1926 

58 

392 

1926-D 

115 

207 

641 

1926-S 

47 

176 

965 

1927 

250 

2666 

1927-D 

223 

635 

1927-S 

216 

783 

1928 

277 

574 

2903 

VARIETY 

1928-S 

MS-63 

304 

MS-64 

1215 

MS-65 

1934 

236 

1215 

1934-D 

196 

506 

1935 

68 

155 

702 

1935-S 

230 

979 

Trade  Dollars 


Commentary:  Trade  dollars  are  a  very  fascinat¬ 
ing  series,  and  we  recommend  that  you  spend  some 
time  to  read  about  them — possibly  in  Walter  Breens 
Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins, 
or  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  or  in 
one  or  another  reference.  As  a  handy  rule  ol  thumb, 
trade  dollars  are  many  times  rarer  than  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  with  comparable  mintages.  And,  the  beauty  is 


Bowers  and  Merena  Publications: 

Another  View 


We  extend  great  appreciation  to  Ken  Lowe 
and  Myron  Xenos  who  run  The  Money  Tree,  a 
dealership  in  out-of-print  numismatic  litera¬ 
ture,  for  this  recent  unsolicited  suggestion  that 
appeared  in  their  publication.  Out  on  a  Limb, 
June  1996: 

“I  recently  got  my  copy  of  the  biographi¬ 
cal  book,  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  King  of 
Coins,  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  I  read  it 
with  the  softbound  copy  of  the  Bowers  & 
Merena  (in  cooperation  with  Stack’s) 
Eliasberg  Collection  catalogue  (May  20-22, 

1 996)  by  my  side  for  reference.  The  auction 
catalogue  has  352  numbered  pages;  how¬ 
ever,  the  actual  number  of  pages  cataloguing 
the  1,348  lots is294oronly4.61ots perpage. 
Translation:  many  illustrations,  much  text. 

“As  I  was  putting  the  book  on  the  shelf 
with  my  other  Bowers  and  Ruddy/Merena 
references,  it  occurred  to  me  that  one  could 
assemble  a  substantive,  yet  relatively  inex¬ 
pensive  20th-century  American  numismatic 
library  consisting  exclusively  of  Bowers  and 
Ruddy/Merena  auction  catalogues  and  re¬ 
lated  books. 

“Specifically: 

1 .  Book:  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 
As  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection,  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  1979. 

la.  Auction  catalogues:  The  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion  Sales,  Part  I.  November  28-29,  1979. 

lb.  The  Garrett  Collection  Sales,  Part  II. 
March  26-27,  1980. 

lc.  The  Garrett  Collection  Sales,  Part  III. 
October  1  -2,  1 980. 

ld.  The  Garrett  Collection  Sales,  Part  IV. 
March  25-26,  1981. 


2.  Book:  United  States  Gold  Coins,  An  Illustrated 
History,  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  1982. 

2a.  Auction  catalogue:  The  United  States  Gold 
Coin  Collection  (Louis  Eliasberg  Collection).  Oc¬ 
tober  27-29,  1982. 

3.  Book:  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 
Profile  of  a  Numismatist,  byQ.  David  Bowers,  1983. 

3a.  Auction  catalogues:  The  Virgil  M.  Brand 
Collection.  American  Coins.  Parti.  November 7-8, 
1983. 

3b.  The  Virgil  M.  Brand  Collection.  American 
Coins.  Part  II.  June  18-19,  1984. 

4.  Book:  The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy, 
by  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers,  1987. 

4a.  Auction  catalogues:  The  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion,  Part  I:  Early  American  and  U.S.  Coins.  Octo¬ 
ber  12-13, 1987. 

4b.  The  Norweb  Collection,  Part  II:  Early 
American  and  U.S.  Coins,  March  24-25,  1988. 

4c.  The  Norweb  Collection,  Part  III.  Novem¬ 
ber  14-15,  1988. 

5.  Book:  Louis E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Kingof  Coins,  by 
Q.  David  Bowers,  1996. 

5a.  Auction  catalogue:  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 
Sr.  Collection  [in  cooperation  with  Stack’s],  May 
20-22,  1996. 

“We  would  also  suggest  these  further  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  auction  catalogues  for  inclu¬ 
sion: 

6a.  The  Henry  H.  Clifford  Collection:  Coins  ol 
the  American  West.  March  18-20,  1982. 

7a.  The  Celebrated  John  W.  Adams  Collection 
of  United  States  Large  Cents  of  the  Year  1794. 
1982. 

8a.  The  Frederick  B.  Taylor  Collection.  March 
26-28,  1987. 

9a.  The  Armand  Champa  [Numismatic]  Li¬ 


brary,  Part  I.  November  17,  1994. 

9b.  The  Armand  Champa  [Numismatic]  Li¬ 
brary,  Part  II.  March  23,  1995. 

9c.  The  Armand  Champa  [Numismatic]  Li¬ 
brary,  Part  III.  September  10,  1995. 

9d.  The  Armand  Champa  [Numismatic]  Li¬ 
brary,  Part  IV.  November  28,  1995. 

“This  entire  group  of  books  and  auction 
catalogues,  the  latter  in  the  card-covered 
format,  can  probably  be  obtained  from  vari¬ 
ous  numismatic  literature  dealers  for  about 
$500  to  $600.  The  same  group  with  the 
auction  catalogues  in  the  hardbound  format 
or  in  library  editions  (some  of  which  are 
rather  elusive  and  can  be  costly)  would  prob¬ 
ably  cost  about  $1,500.  Also  of  note,  the 
cited  works  take  up  less  than  two  feet  of  shelf 
space,  a  significant  consideration  when  deal¬ 
ing  with  numismatic  literature. 

“It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  field  of 
American  coinage  or  any  American  coin 
which  is  not  represented  in  this  group.  While 
other  firms’  catalogues  may  offer  similar 
coins,  no  contemporary  numismatic  firm 
has  maintained  such  a  long  standing  com¬ 
mitment  to  produce  auction  catalogues  of 
such  excellence. 

“Their  ‘Grand  Format’  catalogues  always 
have  frequent,  knowledgeable,  valuable,  and/ 
or  lengthy  numismatic  and  historical  anno¬ 
tations:  excellent  photography,  both  black 
and  white  and  color;  all  in  catalogues  with 
exceptional  production  values.  I  oo  many 
other  auction  firms  confuse  excellence  of 
cataloguing  merely  with  elaborate,  adjec¬ 
tive-ridden,  descriptions  of  the  various  coins' 
physical  appearance.” 
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that  trade  dollars  are  often  far  less  expensive  than 
Morgan  dollars. 

If  you  are  a  Morgan  dollar  specialist  and  are  near¬ 
ing  the  end  of  your  quest,  consider  starting  a  set  of 
trade  dollars.  The  Proofs  from  1873  through  1883 
are  eminently  collectible,  and  all  are  interesting. 
Business  strikes  from  1 873  through  1 878-S  are  like¬ 
wise  collectible,  without  any  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  several  are  scarce. 

This  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  has  a  truly 
great  selection  of  trade  dollars — possibly  the  finest 
you’ll  find  anywhere,  and  certainly  one  of  outstand¬ 
ing  quality.  Use  it  to  acquire  the  pieces  of  great 
interest  to  you. 

Lovely  1873  Trade  $1 


1873  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ex¬ 

ample  of  the  first  year  of  issue.  Scarce  in  higher 
grades  such  as  this . 3,393 

1874  Proof-60.  Gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 

ing  over  mirror  surfaces.  Quite  rare  as  a  Proof 
date;  believed  to  be  the  second  most  elusive  of 
the  1873-1883  era,  with  the  1873  being  the  only 
scarcer  one . 1,150 

1874-S  MS-63.  Large  mintmark.  A  superb  coin, 
brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  Quality,  quality, 
quality!  The  trade  dollar  specialist  will  really 

enjoy  owning  this  one . 1 ,995 

1874-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Large  S  mintmark.  1,995 

Three  different  mintmark  sizes  have  been  noted  for  the 
1874-S  trade  dollar.  Currently,  there  is  no  price  difference 
among  them. 

1874-S  Small  S.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...625 

1875  Type  I/Il.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than 


generally  supposed . 1,250 

1875-CC  AU-55 . 425 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1 875-S  Type  1/1.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  of  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 


dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  . 3,095 

18  5-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  satin 

lustre . 1,150 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,350 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  light  golden  toning . 795 

1875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235 


1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  rare.  Centennial  year  issue . 2,495 

1876  Type  I/IL  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
specimen  with  lightly  toned  surfaces.  Fairly 
scarce  as  a  date,  more  so  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized . 1,895 

Gem  1876-S 


1 876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  very 

attractive . 2,795 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  ...650 

1876-S  Type  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 675 

1 876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 

1 876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 


1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  struck  and  rare  as 
such.  As  the  specialist  knows,  not  one  in  100 
1877  trade  dollars  is  found  this  way!  ....2,250 
1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1 ,495 


1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coinct 


business  strike  trade  dollars. 

1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1 ,550 

1877-S  AU-58 . 125 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 325 

1 877-S  AU-53  (PCGS) . 259 

1877- S  AU-50 . 235 

1878  Proof-63  (NGC).  Golden  toning.  Highly 

desirable  Proof-only  year . 1 ,950 

1 878- S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  H.x- 

ceptionally  nice  for  the  grade.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set.  Last  business  strike  year . 1 ,050 

1 878-S  AU-58 . 369 

1 878-S  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235 

1 878-S  VF-35 . 119 


1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Mirror  fields  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 
highly-prized,  Proof-only  date . 2,395 


1882  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Pale  rose  and  gold  toning 
over  deep  mirrored  fields.  A  desirable  Proof-only 
issue . 2,395 


The  Bowers  and  Merena 
Comparison  Test 

After  you  receive  your  coins  from  us, 
compare  their  quality  and  value  with  coins 
from  any  other  source.  (You  must  examine 
the  coins  in  person;  a  comparison  ol  adver¬ 
tised  prices  without  seeing  the  quality  is 
absolutely  meaningless.)  11  you  don't  agree 
that  the  coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal  to 
or  better  than  those  from  any  other  source, 
just  return  them  within  30  days  (seven  days 
for  certified  coins)  lor  an  instant  refund. 

Simplified,  the  famous  Rowers  and 
Merena  Comparison  l  est  can  he  stated 
this  way:  Try  us,  and  you  will  like  us! 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 
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PAULA  YATES,  British  TV  star,  has  four  daughters 
named  as  follows:  Fifi  T rixibelle,  Peaches,  Pixie,  and  Heavenly 
Hirani  Tiger  Lily.  ( International  Herald  Tribune j 

*  a  V 

LONGEVITY  is  something  every  business  strives  for,  and  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  hope  that  those  who  have  just 
joined  our  mailing  list  will  stay  with  us  for  a  long  time.  If  you  have 
any  suggestions  for  improving 
our  service  or  anything  else  we 
do,  your  letter  to  Ray  Merena 
will  bring  a  prompt  response. 

Some  of  our  clients  have  been 
with  us  ever  since  we  started  our 
business  in  the  1950s,  and  we 
hope  that  you  and  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  for  many  years  to  come. 

*  *  It 

LINCOLN  CENTS  con¬ 
tinue  to  get  bad  press,  with  J. 

William  Gadsby,  Director  of 
Business  Operations  for  the 
General  Accounting  Office  re¬ 
cently  telling  Congress  that  a  survey  by  the  University  of 
Maryland,  commissioned  by  the  GAO,  found  that  59%  of 
respondents  said  the  coin  was  useful,  but  52%  also  preferred 
that  prices  be  rounded  to  the  nearest  nickel.  We  can  just  hear 
the  cries  of  anguish  if  people  wanting  prices  rounded  off  to  the 
nearest  nickel  were  told  to  pay  $  1  instead  of  98<f .  The  Lincoln 
cent  has  been  made  in  record  quantities  in  recent  times,  despite 
its  “useless”  and  “unwanted”  character.  The  reason  is  due  to 
pricing  things  in  odd  amounts  and  also  a  proliferation  of  state 
and  focal  sales  taxes.  Whenever  it  is  a  slow  day  for  news  in 
Washington,  attacking  the  Lincoln  “penny”  is  always  good  for  a 
paragraph  or  two. 

*  *  A 

A  GREAT  NEW  BOOK  on  Lincoln  cents  has  been 
written  by  David  Lange  and  is  at  the  printers,  to  be  published 
by  us.  If  you  haven’t  ordered  your  copy  yet,  be  sure  to  do  so. 
We’ve  looked  through  the  galley  proofs  and,  my  gosh,  does  it 
contain  a  lot  of  information!  By  the  way,  Dave  Lange’s 
personal  collecting  interest  is  old-time  coin  albums,  and  he  is 
looking  for  some  made  in  the  1 920s  with  the  imprint  of  M.L. 
Beistle  of  Shippensburg,  PA.  Beistle  later  marketed  his  albums 
through  Wayte  Raymond  of  New  York,  and  the  Raymond 


albums  are  plentiful  today.  However,  the  Beistle- 
marked  versions  seem  to  be  elusive. 

I  A  A 

ANY  CLUE?  Do  any  of  our  readers  know 
anything  about  John  Swanwick,  who  in  1 783  was 
paid  by  the  government  for  work  on  dies  for  the 
Nova  Constellatio  patterns?  We  haven’t  found  a 
trace  of  him  in  several  references  we  have  checked. 

AAA 

INTERESTING  ARTICLE  by  Martin 
Bertelsen  in  a  recent  issue  of  Coins  magazine,  in 
which  the  author  collected  one  coin  from  each 
date  in  history  for  which  coins  were  available  and 
were  within  his  budget  range.  The  country  of 
origin  wasn’t  important  just  the  year.  Each  coin 
was  mounted  in  a  cardboard  holder  with  histori¬ 
cal  information  concerning  that  particular  year 
hand  lettered  on  the  front.  In  the  same  issue  Robert  Van  Ryzin, 
whose  facility  with  the  English  language  combined  with  numis¬ 
matic  knowledge  is  equaled  by  few  others  in  the  field,  contributed 
an  article,  “The  Pedigreed  Coin,”  based  around  our  recent 
Eliasberg  Collection  sale.  When  Van  Ryzin  writes,  we  read. 

A  A  A 

CHANGING  NUMBERS:  the  much  talked  about  Dow 

Jones  Industrial  Average  is,  of 
course,  a  bellwether  of  the  stock 
market,  but  do  you  know  that  it 
cannot  be  used  for  consistent 
comparison  for  more  than  just 
a  short  time?  That  is  because 
the  30  stocks  composing  the 
average  are  added  and  deleted 
upon  occasion,  and  one  would 
come  up  with  different  figures 
if  one  were  to  take  the  stocks 
composing  the  average  from 
decades  ago,  and  calculate  their 
value  today.  In  fact,  it  would  be 
interesting  if  someone  did  this. 
This  point  was  brought  home  to  your  editor  the  other  day  when 
reading  a  list  of  most  active  securities  in  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  in  1857 — long  before  the  Dow  Jones  Average  was 
even  thought  of.  None  of  the  stocks  listed  in  1857  exist  today, 
so  far  as  we  know!  Undoubtedly,  some  have  merged  into  other 
companies.  However,  we  bet  that  if  someone  took  $1,000  and 
invested  it  in  the  10  most  active  stocks  of  1857,  and  also  took 
$1,000  and  went  to  the  United  States  Mint  and  bought  Proof 
coins,  Flying  Eagle  cents  (at  face  value;  the  1857  cent  was  the 
coin  most  in  the  news  that  year),  or  a  mixture  ofcurrent  coinage, 
one  would  have  holdings  worth  millions  of  dollars  today. 
Interesting  point  to  contemplate. 

A  It  It 

RARE  RODENT:  13  years  ago  the  first  computer  “mouse” 
was  made  by  the  Microsoft  Company,  to  the  extent  of  just 
20,000  examples.  Rick  Thompson,  manager  of  the  firm’s 
industrial  design  group,  recently  commented,  80%  are  prob¬ 
ably  in  the  garbage  by  now.  (Netvsweek)  Elsewhere  we  have 
noted  that  the  plural  of  mouse  is  computer  mice.  1  his  makes 
sense. 

A  A  It 

PERHAPS  HE  SHOULD  BUY  ONE?  Tony  Vigliotta,  in 
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THIS  &  THAT 


his  nice  article,  "Barber  Dimes  1892-1916,  in  a  recent  issue  of  Fun 
Topics,  told  about  doing  research  for  the  book  and  contacting  the 
American  Numismatic  Association:  “My  trustworthy  standbys,  namely 
the  ANA  research  staff  of  Lynn  Chen  and  Nancy  Givan,  came  to  my 
rescue  once  again.  The  universal  book  of  Q.  David  Bowers,  U.S.  Dimes, 
Quarters,  and  Half  Dollars:  An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor,  was  once  again  forwarded  to  me.  With  the  number  of  times 
I  have  used  and  paid  mailing  costs  for  this  book,  I  could  have  purchased 
it  many  times  over!” 

^  i  Jt 

DAN  QUAYLE  BACK?  “There  are  seven  more  presidential  elec¬ 
tions  before  I  reach  the  present  age  of  Bob  Dole,”  said  Dan  Quayle  in 
an  interview  in  which  he  indicated  he  may  throw  his  hat  in  the  ring  in 
some  future  contest.  Recently  we  received  in  the  mail  an  invitation 
from  New  Hampshire  Governor  Stephen  Merrill  to  attend  a  picnic  at 
his  house,  with  D.Q.  to  be  in  attendance. 

ft  It  It 

BEER  LOVERS  with  coronary  heart  disease  may  be  better  off 
with  drinking  muddy-colored  brews 
rather  than  pale  ales,  according  to  scien¬ 
tists  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

“While  many  researchers  agree  that  hav¬ 
ing  one  or  two  drinks  a  day  can  lower  the 
risk  of  heart  disease,  until  now  there  has 
been  little  data  on  whether  the  color  of 
beer  matters.”  This  account,  from  the 
Harvard  Health  Letter,  then  told  about 
1  1  anesthetized  dogs  that  received 
Guinness  Extra  Stout.  Five  others  were 
given  light  color  lager  made  by  Heineken. 

“Clot  formation  was  prevented  com¬ 
pletely  from  dogs  that  received  Guinness. 

And  those  given  Heineken  the  average 
number  of  clots  per  dog  was  reduced 
from  seven  to  four.”  Now,  what  was  that  joke  about  a  dog  that  walked 
in  a  bar? 

It  It  It 

JENNIFER  MEERS,  who  heads  our  Graphic  Arts  Department, 
got  married  the  other  day,  on  September  14.  It  was  a  grand  event,  and, 
as  they  say,  a  good  time  was  had  by  all.  Now,  Jennifer  and  husband 
Scott  Lees  are  off  on  a  trip  around  Scotland,  staying  here  and  there  at 
bed-and-breakfast  places.  At  her  wedding  reception  a  special  micro¬ 
brew  beer  made  by  Jen  and  Scott  was  served,  bearing  the  label  ROPED 
&:  TIED  (we  hear  tell  that  the  artwork  for  the  label  was  done  on  our 
premises). 

It  It  It 

THE  OTHER  DAY  while  looking  through  some  New  Nether¬ 
lands  catalogues — among  the  favorite  items  in  our  library — we  were 
reminded  of  some  of  the  unusual  wording,  such  as  uncommonly  rare 
used  to  describe  an  1881  $3  piece,  Lot  843,  in  New  Netherlands  sale 
of  April  1 960.  Actually,  the  term  recurs  in  several  catalogues  of  that  era, 
and  thus  itself  is  not  an  uncommonly  rare  phrase. 

It  It  It 

PENN  STATE  UNIVERSITY,  College  of  Earth  and  Mineral 
Sciences,  University  Park,  Pennsylvania,  recently  issued  an  announce¬ 
ment  to  owners  of  coal  mines  (here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
we  receive  all  sorts  of  things  in  the  mail.  No  we  don’t  own  a  coal  mine 
nor  is  buying  one  in  the  offing).  “Your  mine  may  be  producing  fossil 


meteorites!”  the  announcement  noted.  Further:  Tramp  iron  magnets 
suspended  over  conveyor  belts  and  coal  processing  plants  may  pull 
fossil  meteorites  out  of  the  coal.  Fossil  meteorites  are  meteorites 
which  fell  millions  of  years  ago  into  ancient  coal  swamps.  Buried  in 
coal  swamps  long  ago,  these  meteorites  are  preserved  in  coal  beds 
today.  These  meteorites  are  strongly  magnetic. ..make  your  contribu¬ 
tion  to  science,  help  find  the  first  fossil  meteorite!  Heading  the 
project  is  Andrew  A.  Sicree. 

tit 

PRIVAT  EMEMO  to  Ken  Lowe  and  Myron  Xenos  of  Money  Tree: 
Thank  you  very  much. 

tit 

NICE  COLUMN  the  other  day  by  Dave  Barry,  whose  words  we 
love  to  read.  Under  the  title,  “The  Ads  You  Love  to  Hate,”  Barry 
took  issue  with  what  he  calls  the  “Shouting  Car  Dealership  Jerk” 
whose  advertisements  sound  something  like  this:  “Below  dealer 
cost.  Max  Snotwick  Ford  Dodge  Isuzu  Chevrolet  Nissan  Studebaker 
Toyota  is  selling  cars  at  below  dealer  cost!!!  We’re  losing  money  on 

these  cars!!!  We  have  to  make  room 
for  more  cars!!!  So  we  can  lose 
more  money!!!” 

tit 

’TIS  THE  SEASON  to  receive 
holiday  gift  catalogues  in  the  mail, 
and  a  recent  one  from  “Brain¬ 
storms”  offered  an  item  we  could 
hardly  resist — but  we  were  finally 
able  to  do  so:  "Incredible  Goo  Gun” 
which  will  “shoot  yucky  green  goo 
over  35  feet  with  the  incredible 
goo  spewer.” 

It  It  It 

TAKING  MAGNIFYING 
GLASS  IN  HAND  we  examined 
closely  a  double-page  spread  of  Michael  Milken,  well-known  and 
highly  successful  financier,  in  a  special  feature  in  Fortune  magazine, 
September  30,  1996,  pages  82-83.  We  noticed  on  his  shelf  in  the 
distance  was  a  reprint  copy  of  Extraordinary  Public  Delusions  and  the 
Madness  of  Crowds.  Curiously,  the  day  before  we  had  bought  a  large, 
original,  and  extra  illustrated  three-volume  set  of  this  work  for  $  1 00,  a 
price  we  thought  cheap — to  replace  the  older  reprint  we  have  had  for 
some  time.  This  is  an  interesting  study,  what  with  accounts  of  the 
South  Sea  bubble,  the  Holland  tulip  bulb  mania,  the  Mississippi 
Scheme,  and  so  on. 

It  It  It 

NOSTALGIA:  Back  in  the  1940s  and  1950s  the  radio  “brought 

families  together  for  quiet  evenings — listening  to  the  music,  mysteries, 
comedy,  and  news.  Because  you  couldn't  see  the  broadcasters,  radio 
developed  imagination...”  (From  a  recent  catalogue  by  Herrington). 
Radio,  like  rare  coins,  left  quite  a  bit  to  the  imagination — and  that 
made  it  all  the  more  fun.  Similarly,  what  stories  could  coins  tell  if  they 
could  only  speak? 

Jt  It  It 

IN  CASE  YOU  WONDERED:  The  average  ANA  member  is  a 
male,  clustered  in  the  45  to  49  year  age  group,  is  college  educated,  and 
is  a  professional.  Of  course,  there  are  thousands  of  ANA  members  who 
do  not  conveniently  fit  into  this  slot,  but  this,  apparently,  is  where  most 
of  them  congregate. 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  114 


Page  47 


UNITED  STATES  GOLD 

Coins  far  Sale 


li.S.  GOLD  COINS 

Commentary:  Gold  coins  have  always  been  a 
specialty  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  we 
have  made  a  point  of  offering  a  wide  selection  in 
various  denominations  in  different  grades  and  price 
ranges.  If  you  are  working  on  a  specialized  set  or 
collection,  use  this  issue  to  acquire  pieces  you  need. 
If  gold  coins  are  a  new  interest,  an  ideal  way  to 
begin  is  to  form  a  type  set  of  the  different  Liberty 
Head,  Indian,  or  other  denominations. 

A  recommended  general  guide  to  gold  coin  vari¬ 
eties  is  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins  (hardbound,  list:  $100;  avail¬ 
able  from  us  for  $80  net  plus  $6.50  shipping  and 
handling). 

Q.  David  Bowers’  United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History  is  also  highly  recommended  and 
was  once  quoted  by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  in  an  address  about  gold  coins.  Lots  of  inter¬ 
esting  reading  here! 

SI  Gold  Pieces 


Superb  Gem  1849  Gold  Dollar 


1849  Small  Head,  L  on  Truncation.  MS-65 

(NGC).  Light  green-gold.  Meticulously  detailed 

and  superb  in  every  regard . 6,795 

1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1853  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of  hundreds 

of  gold  coins  recently  purchased . 355 

1853  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 345 

1 856  AU-58  (NGC).  Slanting  5  (but  not  mentioned 
on  the  holder).  Brilliant . 265 

It  would  be  nice  if  NGC  and  PCGS  would  note  more 

Likes  His  Gold  Coin 

The  following  is  from  M.  V.H.: 

“The  1  895  quarter  eagle  you  sent  to  me 
is  a  very  beautiful  coin.  It  has  a  lustrous 
surface  and  a  strong  strike.  I  am  very  pleased 
to  have  it!  Yes,  it  certainly  could  pass  as  a 
better  coin  than  you  graded  it,  possibly 
even  MS-63  grade.” 


variety  designations  on  their  holders  (ANACS  already  does). 
Just  a  suggestion. 

1857  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1870  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  rare  in  Mint 

State . 1,150 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  595 

Quarter  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Not  often 
seen  so  nice . 1,750 

Outstanding  1846-D  $2.50 


1846-D  AU-53  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality,  and 
very  rare  as  such.  In  general,  this  issue,  when  found 
at  all,  is  apt  to  be  in  grades  of  VF  or  EF.  The  ad¬ 
vanced  specialist  will  find  this  to  be  a  dream  come 


true,  a  marvelous  opportunity. . 2,550 

1851  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 


Outstanding  1855-C  Rarity 

1855- C  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen  in 

rich  yellow  gold.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike.  The  coin  challenges  the  AU-50  grade, 
but  a  small  mark  on  reverse  was  undoubtedly 
taken  into  consideration  by  PCGS  to  yield  the 
EF-45  grade,  which,  if  anything,  seems  to  be 
understated.  The  1 855-C  is  scarce  in  all  grades, 
but  at  the  EF-45  or  finer  level  it  emerges  as  a 
major  rarity.  Just  3,677  examples  of  the  1855- 
C  quarter  eagle  were  minted,  the  smallest  pro¬ 
duction  figure  for  any  quarter  eagle  date  of  this 
mint! . 4,250 

1856- S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Quite  elu¬ 

sive  at  this  grade  level.  One  of  the  finest  we  have 
handled . 1,895 

Small-denomination  gold  coins  of  San  Francisco  dated  in 
the  1850s  and  early  1860s  are  exceedingly  rare  today  in  grades 
of  AU  or  finer.  These  pieces  were  extensively  used  in  com¬ 
merce  in  an  era  in  which  small  change  was  scarce.  Unlike  larger 
denominations  (particularly  the  $20)  they  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  a  notable  part  of  bulk  hoards  shipped  to  foreign  locations 
or  lost  at  sea.  The  typical  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagle  of 
this  era  is  apt  to  grade  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF. 

1 860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle 
at  this  grade  level.  Another  prize  for  the  ad¬ 


vanced  collector. . 1,850 

Rare  1862/1  Overdate 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  issue.  A  find 
for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist . 2,450 

This  variety  was  discovered  years  ago  by  Omaha  dealer 
Aubrey  Bebee.  Since  that  time  others  have  come  to  light,  but 
today  the  issue  still  remains  quite  elusive. 


Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  A 

beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 
rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

As  is  true  of  other  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  of 
this  era,  most  specimens  of  1 869-S  are  apt  to  be  seen  in  grades 
such  as  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF. 

1870- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  this  high 

grade .  995 

1872-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Seldom  seen  at  the  AU 

level.  This  is  a  really  nice  one! . 1,095 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1878  AU-58.  Brilliant . 249 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,450 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 620 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  coin  for  a 

type  set . 1,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
in  1840,  this  motif  became  the  longest-used,  without  a  ma¬ 
jor  change,  in  American  coinage  history. 


Gem  1909  Quarter  Eagle 


1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  example  of  this  early 
Indian  quarter  eagle . 4,495 
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4,195 


1910  MS-62 . 375 

1910  MS-60 . 260 

1911  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 285 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1  -D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful  brilliant  gem 
specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  most  de¬ 
sired  and  rarest  issue  in  the  Indian  quarter  eagle 
series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as 
some  of  this  issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It 
is  not  often  we  have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade 
level . 1 0,950 


Important  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 


Smithsonian  Scores 

Willis  H.  DuPont  recently  donated  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  the  unique 
1850  half  eagle  minted  by  Norris,  Gregg  & 
Norris,  but  bearing  the  date  1850  (rather 
than  1 849)  and  the  imprint  STOCKTON 
rather  than  the  usually  seen  SACRA¬ 
MENTO.  Earl  Parker,  well  known  San 
Francisco  coin  dealer,  acquired  it  circa 
1958  from  a  jeweler  in  Stockton.  Uncer¬ 
tain  as  to  whether  it  was  authentic,  Parker 
brought  it  to  a  coin  show,  valuing  the  piece 
at  $300,  and  showed  it  to  the  late  James 
Kelly  (Dayton  dealer),  who  felt  that  it  was 
indeed  the  real  thing.  1  was  part  of  the 
conversation  and  asked  il  I  could  buy  it, 
but  the  price  of  $  1 ,000  was  then  assigned, 
and  I  passed  it  by.  Today,  the  coin  is  owned 
by  all  of  us  as  part  of  the  Smithsonian 
exhibition  and,  if  marketed,  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  bring  a  healthy  six-figure  price. 

The  same  transmittal  by  DuPont  in¬ 
cluded  an  1 804  silver  dollar  of  the  so-called 
Class  III  style,  while  the  same  donor  gave  a 
Class  I  1804  dollar  to  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association. 

It  is  a  curious  footnote  in  American 
numismatics  that  more  1804  dollar  trans¬ 
actions  have  taken  place  in  the  past  fifteen 
years  than  during  any  comparable  period 
in  coin  collecting  history. 


united  mm  gold 


Boldly  defined  mintmark . 2,650 

1926  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 295 

1927  MS-60.  Brilliant . 265 

1928  AU-58 . ."249 

1929  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

$3  (.olil 

1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,130 


Gem  Proof  1888  $3 


1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  beautiful  gem 
Proof  example.  One  of  the  very  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence.  Frosty  cameo  devices  against  deep  mirror 
surfaces . 26,500 


1806  7X6  Stars,  Round  6.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  surfaces.  Light  yellow  gold.  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen.  Just  purchased . 3,950 


Attractive  1810  $5 


1810  Breen  1-A.  Large  Date,  Large  5D.  AU-58 
(NGC).  A  delightful  example  of  this  early  half 


eagle  for  your  type  set . 3,850 

1 836  Breen-6509  AU-50 . 850 

1837  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,050 


Sharp  Mint  State  1838  $5 


1838  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp,  lustrous,  and  beauti¬ 
ful.  A  splendid  and  exceptionally  nice  specimen 


of  the  Classic  Head  design. 


Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC  ).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1,450 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  an  issue  which 
when  seen  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly  lower 
grade .  1,995 

Memorable  1851-0  $5 


1851-0  AU-50  (NGC).  A  memorable  high-qual¬ 
ity  example  of  this  scarce  issue.  A  rarity  at  the 
AU  level.  When  these  pieces  were  issued,  all 
were  put  into  the  channels  of  commerce,  and 
little  thought  was  given  to  saving  them  for  nu¬ 


mismatic  purposes . 4,350 

1854  AU-50 . 450 


Rare  Mint  State  1861  $5 
Choice  MS-63 


1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces.  Very  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  high  grade  level . 6,950 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 
protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1 886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1 886- 
S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 
plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,850 

1891- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 350 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1,095 
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1893-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

Final  issue  ot  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Just  60,000  speci¬ 
mens  were  struck. 

1893-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1,495 

1898  AU-50 . 195 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 


ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1904  MS-62.  Brilliant . 425 

1905  AU-50 . 195 

1905-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this 

grade . 1,295 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..2,150 

The  $5  gold  half  eagle  was  the  only  Liberty  Head  gold 
coin  to  be  made  in  1908;  the  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle, 
eagle,  and  double  eagle  were  all  discontinued  in  1907. 


1908  Liberty.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 219 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty,  and  very 
choice  example  of  this  issue.  A  beauty!  ..2,295 

1912  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

1 91 5-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 850 


Gold  Coins  from 
Bowers  and  Merena 

If  you  enjoy  United  States  gold  coins 
you  have  come  to  the  right  place.  We 
would  be  delighted  to  help  you  with  your 
type  set  or  specialized  collection.  Check 
this  listing  which  includes  our  latest  acqui¬ 
sitions.  If  you  don’t  see  it,  then  give  Gail 
i  Watson  your  “want  list.”  We  ll  keep  you 
posted  as  new  items  come  to  stock. 


1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  925 

$10  Eagles 

1842-0  EF-45 . 995 

1854  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nearly  all  original  lustre  still 

remains . . 1 ,495 

1855  AU-50  (PCGS) . . . 615 

High-Grade  1856-0  $10 


1856-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  grades,  very 
rare  in  AU.  Just  listed! . 3,750 


Memorable  Quality  1858-S  $10 


1858-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Exceedingly  rare  at  the 
AU  grade  level.  When  seen,  the  1858-S  is  apt 
to  be  VF  or  EF.  Such  pieces  were  extensively 
used  in  commerce,  and  few  high-grade  examples 
survived.  A  find  for  the  eagle  specialist!  6,950 


1 88 1- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1,495 


1890  MS-61  Gold  Eagle 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level . 
Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 2,395 

1890- CC  MS-60.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen 

of  this  popular  Carson  City  issue . 1,895 

189 1- CC  AU-50  (NGC) . 495 

1 893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Last  issue  of  the  Carson 

City  Mint . 895 

The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coining  in  1 893,  after 
which  it  functioned  as  an  assay  office  and  bullion  deposi¬ 
tory.  Around  the  year  1900  the  remaining  materials — left 
over  reverse  dies  and  the  like — were  shipped  to  Philadelphia. 
Some  silver  dollars  remained  in  storage  at  Carson  City  for  a 


decade  or  so,  then  were  sent  to  the  Treasury  Building  in 


Washington  for  storage. 

1894  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1 894  AU-58  (ANACS) . 365 

1901-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 


men . 3,895 

1903  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 495 

1 903- 0  AU-55 . 419 

1904- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1907  No  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 495 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  key  date 
among  the  Indian  Eagle  series.  Attractive  light 
orange-gold.  Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue 

are  quite  underrated . 7,495 

1910-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

Elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Probably  95%  of  known  speci¬ 
mens  of  1912-S  are  less  than  Mint  State. 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in 
the  early  ( 1 907-1 916)  Indian  series,  after  which 
there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1,650 

$21)  Double  Eaules 

1850  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,095 

1858  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,250 

1858-S  EF-40 . 675 

1860-S  AU-50  (NGC) . 995 

1860- S  EF-45 . 750 

1861  EF-45 . 615 

1861- S  EF-45 . 725 


Our  Staff 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
over  25  dedicated  professionals  are  on  hand 
to  provide  what  we  consider  to  be  the  finest 
value,  quality,  and  service  in  the  coin  hobby 
today.  Join  our  “family”  ol  happy  customers! 
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1863-S  EF-40 . 650 

1865-S  EF-45 . 725 

1867-S  EF-45 . 875 

1871-S  AU-50 . 675 

1 873  Open  3.  AU-58 . 625 

1873  Open  3.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 650 

1874- S  AU-55 . 675 

1875  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Ideal  to  illustrate 

the  somewhat  elusive  1866-1876  design  in  a 
type  set . 1,395 

1875- S  AU-50 . 595 

1876  AU-50 . 595 

1876- S  AU-50 . 595 

1877  AU-55 . 595 

1877- S  AU-55 . 625 

1880  AU-50  (PCGS) . 850 

1885-S  AU-58 . 595 

1888  AU-50 . 575 

1888- S  AU-55 . 585 

1889- S  AU-50 . 575 

1892- S  AU-50 . 575 

1893  AU-58 . 595 

1893- S  AU-58 . 595 

1894- S  AU-50 . 625 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 

1896  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1896  AU-50 . 565 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1897-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1897- S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1898- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1899- S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1902  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,395 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 775 


1905  $20  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well-struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  of  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade 
of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  Low  mintage  of 


just  59,011  pieces . 5,495 

1906-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1906-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 575 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 


1907  Saint  Gaudens.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 895 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..850 
1908  No  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...695 


1908  No  Motto.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 675 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 595 

1908- D  With  Motto.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant. 795 

1909- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 750 


1910  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 685 

1910-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1910-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1910- D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

191 1- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

191 1-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

191 1-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

1911  -S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1912  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1913  AU-58.  One  of  the  scarcer  issues  of  this 

era . 650 

1913  AU-58  (PCGS) . 650 

1913- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1914- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 


191 5-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1915- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1916- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . "SO 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1923  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 650 

1923-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1924  MS-64.  Brilliant . 895 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1924  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 675 

1924  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 625 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 8S0 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1927  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 675 

1927  MS-62.  Brilliant . 635 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1928  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


An 


kb 


KB 


rVV* 


:o: 


Anazing 


Mint  Bag  of  1926  $10  Gold  Pieces! 

Sometimes  dazzling  things  happen  in  the  rare  coin  busi¬ 
ness,  and  recently  this  occurred  when  a  group  of  1 ,000  lustrous 
Mint  State  1926  $10  pieces  came  to  light!  These  coins  had 
been  stored  for  many  years  in  a  bank  vault,  and,  so  far  as  we 
know,  had  never  been  seen  by  numismatists! 

The  pieces  were  sent  to  PCGS,  and  we  were  given  first 
choice  at  these  lustrous  coins  once  they  had  been  certified.  As 
might  be  expected  from  coins  stored  for  a  long  time  in  a  bag, 
most  pieces  graded  MS-60,  or  MS-61 .  Then  there  were  a  few 
MS-62  coins,  and  very  few  MS-63  coins.  We  elected  to 
acquire  the  MS-62  coins,  for  we  felt  that  these  offered  an 
excellent  combination  of  high  grade  and  value. 

Certified  by  PCGS,  each  piece  is  brilliant,  sparkling  and 
lustrous,  is  MS-62  grade,  and  is  priced  at  what  we  believe  you 
will  find  to  be  a  great  value. 

Historical  Note:  These  pieces  are  of  the  Indian  Head  style 
created  by  famous  sculptor  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  in  1 90  . 
The  obverse  features  Miss  Liberty  (said  to  have  been  modeled 
from  his  mistress,  Davida  Clark)  wearing  an  Indian  headdress. 
The  reverse  is  a  standing  eagle.  The  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  appears  on  the  reverse,  and  was  added  by  an  act  of 
Congress  in  1907,  after  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  ob¬ 
jected  to  it  being  used  on  the  original  design. 

Without  a  doubt,  the  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  $10  gold  piece 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  coins  of  the  20th  century.  1 926  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  dates  in  the  series.  While  we  have 
occasional  1926  pieces  in  stock,  this  is  the  first  time  in  several 
decades  of  doing  business  that  we  have  ever  had  such  a 
remarkable  group! 

just  $495,  while  they  last! 
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A  Search  for 
Heritage 

by  James  C.  Gray 

In  the  early  summer  of  1758,  19-year-old  Ransom  Gray 
had  decided  that  his  future  did  not  lie  in  the  rolling  hills  and 
well-settled  farms  of  Pennsylvania.  He  informed  his  parents 
that  he  was  going  to  seek  his  fortune  in  a  frontier  area  of  the 
American  colonies,  the  southern  Piedmont  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  By  late  summer,  he  had  made  his  way  to  Mecklenburg 
County  and  established  a  home¬ 
stead  near  the  Cabarrus  County 
line.  When  the  winds  of  revolution 
swept  across  the  southern  Piedmont, 
he  cast  his  lot  with  the  patriot  cause. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Hornets 
AW  that  bedeviled  the  British  gar¬ 
rison  at  Charlotte  and  fought  at  the 
battle  of  Ramseur's  Mill  in  June, 

1780. 

Nineteen  years  later  young 
Conrad  Reed  was  playing  in  Little 
Meadow  Creek  on  his  parents’  farm. 

He  found  a  heavy,  yellow,  wedge- 
shaped  rock  that  he  took  home. 

The  Reeds  used  the  rock  as  a  door 
stop  until  it  was  sold  to  a  traveler 

several  years  later  for  $3.50.  It  proved  to  be  a  17-pound  pure 
gold  nugget.  Slowly  but  surely  word  spread  that  gold  was  to 
be  found  in  southern  Piedmont,  and  in  1828  America’s  first 
gold  rush  began  there.  This  led  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Charlotte  Mint  by  congressional  legislation  in  1835  and  the 
first  coinage  in  March,  1838. 

Less  than  10  miles  away  from  the  Reed's  home  were  the 
farms  of  Ransom  Gray  and  his  son.  Ransom  Gray,  Jr.  Ransom 
Gray,  J  r.  had  married  Narcissa  Alexander,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  in  the  area.  Her 
father,  Nathaniel,  had  been  a  major  in  the  Continental  army, 
and  the  Alexander  family  home  (now  designated  a  National 
Historic  Site)  is  the  oldest  residence  still  standing  in 
Mecklenburg  County. 

In  1859,  my  branch  of  the  family  moved  west  from 
Mecklenburg  County  across  the  Catawba  River  into  adjacent 
Gaston  County.  The  entourage  consisted  of  my  80-year  old- 
great-grandfather,  George  Alexander  Cray,  his  recently  wid¬ 
owed  mother,  his  older  brother  and  four  young  sisters.  The 
family  settled  near  the  Woodlawn  Mill,  a  textile  plant  on  the 
Southfork  River  where  the  illiterate  George  Gray  went  to 


work  as  a  bobbin  boy  making  12-1/2  cents  a 
day.  By  1900  he  had  become  a  captain  of 
industry  and  constructed  the  Loray  Mill,  the 
largest  textile  mill  in  the  United  States. 

In  1 875  George  Cray  married  Jenny  With¬ 
ers  from  Dallas,  then  the  county  seat  of 
Gaston  County.  The  Withers  had  come  to 
Gaston  County  from  Virginia  in  1740,  and 
the  direct  line  had  produced  a  three-term 
volunteer  in  the  Continental  army  and  Jenny’s 
father,  Jeremiah,  a  captain  in  the  Confeder¬ 
ate  army.  Through  marriage,  Jenny  Withers 
was  directly  descended  from  all  the  pioneer¬ 
ing  Scotch-Irish  and  German  families  who 
had  settled  the  area  in  the  1730s  and '1740s 
and  remain  there  today. 

The  Great  Depression  spelled  the  end  of 
the  family  fortune,  but  the  Grays  stayed  on  in  the  southern 
Piedmont  where  I  was  born  in  1 943.  As  a  youngster  I  collected 
rocks,  shells  and  stamps,  but  it  was  coins  that  entranced  me. 
Starting  in  the  summer  of  1954, 1  would  take  my  wagon  the  four 
blocks  to  banks  downtown  where  I  would  get  a  $50  bag  of  cents 
and  rolls  of  nickels,  dimes,  and  halves.  I  would  bring  them 
home,  search  them  and  repeat  the  process  the  next 
day.  I  knew  all  the  bus  drivers,  store  clerks  and 
even  the  man  who  cleaned  out  the  slot  machines 
at  the  private  clubs.  They  would  pull  out  old  and 
interesting  coins  that  they  would  give  me  for  face 
value.  In  two  years  I  completed  sets  of  Buffalo 
nickels,  Mercury  dimes  and  Walking  Liberty 
halves,  but  I  never  found  the  elusive  1909-S 
V.D.B.  needed  to  complete  my  set  of  Lincoln 
cents.  My  sets  of  I  ndian  cents,  Liberty  nickels,  and 
Barber  dimes,  quarters  and  halves  were  about  70% 
to  80%  complete. 

Adolescence  came  and  my  coin  albums  were 
stored  as  my  interest  shifted  to  sports,  girls  and 
cars.  While  I  was  away  at  college,  my  younger 
brother  spent  my  set  of  Walking  Liberty  halves, 
one  by  one,  at  the  neighborhood  store. 

In  July,  1980, 1  purchased  some  common  date  United  States 
gold  coins  as  an  investment,  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  it  was 
only  a  question  of  time  before  gold  surpassed  its  former  glory. 
While  these  coins  were  the  worst  investment  I  ever  made,  they 
rekindled  the  old  fires  that  had  lain  dormant  for  25  years.  Half 
dimes  were  among  my  favorites  as  a  young  collector,  so  after 
some  study  I  began  a  date,  type,  and  mintmark  set  of  Liberty 
Seated  half  dimes.  This  led  to  a  1 6-year  love  affair  with  coins  that 
remains  unabated  to  this  day.  With  my  family  history  and  my 
enthusiasm  for  coins  and  numismatics,  it  was  inevitable  that  my 
interest  would  eventually  lead  me  to  the  coins  of  my  ancestors; 
the  coins  of  the  southern  Piedmont;  the  coins  of  the  Charlotte 
Mint.  In  1 984, 1  began  to  formalize  my  plan  for  the  set  I  was  to 
collect.  The  Guide  Book  and  David  Akers’  books  were  the  only 
references  then  in  print.  I  found  that  the  1849-C  Open  Wreath 
dollar  was  basically  uncollectable  and  a  minor  variety,  so  I  never 
seriously  considered  it  for  the  set.  I  decided  on  a  52-piece  set 
with  both  varieties  of  the  1 843-C  quarter  eagle  and  1 842-C  half 
eagle.  I  next  decided  the  grade  in  which  to  collect.  Mint  State 
prices  were  given  for  all  52  pieces  in  the  Guide  Book,  but  unless 
I  won  the  sweepstakes,  such  a  project  was  not  financially  feasible. 
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A  more  practical  question  was  whether  such  a  set  could  be  assembled. 
An  examination  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection  gave  the  answer.  The 
collection  contained  51  Charlotte  coins,  but  only  seven  were  Mint 
State.  There  was  no  1842-C  Small  Date  half  eagle  in  any  grade.  The 
absence  of  this  coin  was  a  harbinger  of  things  to  come.  Further  research 
showed  that  the  Stanley  Elrod  Collection,  the  acknowledged  finest  set 
ever  assembled,  contained  less  than  one-third  strictly  Mint  State 
specimens. 

I  decided  to  collect  in  Extremely  Fine  and  About  Uncirculated 
grades.  1  would  purchase  only  first-rate  specimens  in  terms  of  original¬ 
ity,  strike,  surface,  and  rim  quality.  An  examination  of  Charlotte  coins 
that  had  previously  appeared  in  auctions  and  that  I  had  seen  at  shows 
proved  that  most  Charlotte  coins  were  not  well 
struck.  About  all  one  could  hope  for  was  a  good 
strike  for  the  coin,  but  I  would  insist  on  a  full  date 
and  a  bold  mintmark.  A  minor  mark  or  two  or  light 
dipping  would  not  disqualify  an  otherwise  accept¬ 
able  coin. 

With  the  limited  knowledge  that  I  had,  I  de¬ 
cided  to  go  slowly.  I  like  to  get  the  rarest  pieces  first, 
so  when  a  first-rate  1861-C  half  eagle  appeared  in 
Superior  s  sale  of  the  Jerry  Buss  Collection  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1985,  I  told  my  agent  to  attempt  to  acquire 
it.  At  that  time,  the  Guide  Book  rated  the  1861-C  as 
the  second  rarest  *half  eagle  behind  the  1838-C. 

When  I  won  the  lot,  little  did  I  realize  how  long  it 
was  going  to  be  before  the  project  was  finished. 

The  next  year  two  more  pieces  were  obtained, 
but  1 987  provided  the  most  important  publication 
for  the  serious  Charlotte  collector.  It  was  Doug 
Winter’s  Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins ,  the  first  book 
solely  devoted  to  the  subject.  It  was  all  there,  and  the 
book  remains  the  authoritative  text  to  this  day. 

Winter’s  book  v/as  followed  in  1988  by  Walter 
Breen’s  Encyclopedia ,  which  also  contained  much 
useful  information.  Clair  Birdsall’s  United  States 
Branch  Mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina  supplied 
much  historical  and  statistical  data  about  the  Char¬ 
lotte  Mint  and  was  also  published  in  1988. 

After  reading  Winter’s  book,  I  felt  I  was  ready  to  become  aggressive 
in  acquiring  coins.  In  April  1988,  the  Norweb  sale  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  provided  an  1 838-C  quarter  eagle  which  was  purchased  by  Ms. 
Norweb’s  father,  Albert  Holden,  in  November  1909.  Auction  '88  was 
the  source  of  an  1843-C  Small  Date  quarter  eagle.  Winter  states  that 
this  coin  is  narrowly  eclipsed  by  the  1 842-C  Small  Date  half  eagle  for 
the  title  of  the  second  rarest  Charlotte  coin,  but  in  my  opinion,  the 
1 842-C  quarter  eagle  is  rarer,  and  the  1 846-C  is  just  as  rare.  It  was  in 
1988  that  an  occasional  slabbed  Charlotte  coin  was  seen. 

1989  was  a  ban  ner  year  for  the  collection,  as  three  choice  pieces  were 
acquired  at  the  Mid-American,  FUN  sale,  and  three  at  the  Mid¬ 
American,  GENA,  sale.  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Heifetz  Collection  in 
October  was  the  source  of  five  pristine  Charlotte  coins. 

By  the  beginning  of  1 990,  I  had  viewed  enough  Charlotte  coins  to 
draw  some  basic  conclusions.  First,  about  50%  of  the  coins  in  the 
grades  that  1  examined,  including  slabbed  pieces,  were  too  impaired  by 
post-striking  damage  to  be  acceptable.  Many  were  peppered  with  small 
bagmarks,  while  others  had  larger,  more  unsightly  marks.  Scratches, 
gouges,  and  rim  problems  completed  the  picture.  Second,  at  least  two- 


thirds  of  the  coins  that  I  saw,  including  slabbed  pieces,  had  been 
cleaned  or  overdipped,  thus  disqualifying  them  from  the  collection. 
Since  1990,  I  ve  seen  only  one  slabbed  Charlotte  coin  that  I  thought 
was  undergraded  using  ANA  grading  standards,  but  I’ve  seen  over  a 
hundred  that  I  thought  were  overgraded.  Several  years  ago,  both  Doug 
Winter  and  I  viewed  an  auction  lot  in  an  AU-58  slab.  We  both  agreed 
that  it  was  no  better  than  Extremely  Fine,  and  the  price  realized 
confirmed  our  opinion.  Winter  stated  in  his  book  that  he  felt  his 
estimates  of  the  number  of  pieces  extant  for  each  date  were  conserva¬ 
tive,  and  time  has  proven  that  he  was  correct.  Many  dates  have  certified 
populations  greater  than  Winter’s  estimate  of  the  total  number  of 
specimens  remaining,  and  it  is  my  feeling  that  most  dates  have  two  to 

three  times  more  coins  than  he  stated. 

In  March  1990,  Stack’s  sold  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  fabulous  Blaisdell  Collec¬ 
tion.  Three  coins  from  this  sale  went 
into  the  collection,  but  it  was  the  last 
time  that  more  than  one  piece  was  ac¬ 
quired  at  a  single  auction. 

1990  saw  a  major  shift  in  the  coin 
market.  Population  reports  had  shown 
that  generic  coins,  such  as  MS-65  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars,  were  abundant.  These  coins 
began  a  loss  in  value  that  would  eventu¬ 
ally  go  to  90%  on  some  types  and  at 
least  50%  or  more  on  the  remainder. 
Charlotte  coins  were  not  well  repre¬ 
sented  in  population  records,  and  that 
gave  a  perception  that  they  were  rare. 
Competition  for  these  coins  became 
more  brisk  from  this  time. 

After  arriving  at  the  1991  ANA  con¬ 
vention  in  Chicago,  I  went  to  the  bourse 
and  proceeded  to  the  table  of  a  dealer 
who  had  provided  me  with  a  number  of 
Charlotte  pieces.  He  had  been  to  a 
private  auction  the  night  before  and 
had  purchased  an  1842-C  Small  Date 
half  eagle  which  he  produced.  It  was  fully  Extremely  Fine  with  nice 
lustre  and  color.  1 1  was  well  struck  but  had  a  few  abrasions  in  the  obverse 
fields  and  a  hairline  to  the  right  of  the  eagle’s  neck.  It  was  the  first 
Extremely  Fine  or  better  example  that  I  had  seen  in  nine  years  of 
looking.  I  reminded  myself  that  no  one  has  a  perfect  collection,  took 
a  deep  breath,  and  wrote  the  dealer  a  check  for  three  times  the  I  rends 
price,  a  20%  advance  over  what  he  had  paid  the  night  before.  It  proved 
to  be  a  wise  purchase  as  the  “Trends”  price  has  increased  more  than 
eightfold  since  then. 

In  February  1992,  a  leading  Eastern  dealer  sent  me  an  1841-C 
quarter  eagle  in  a  PCGS-50  holder.  It  was  perfectly  struck  with  the 
unmistakable  coppery  toning  indicative  of  an  original  Charlotte  coin. 
It  was  hallmarked  by  a  small  patch  of  deeper  toning  at  stars  five  and  six. 
I  purchased  it  but  had  a  haunting  feeling  that  I  had  seen  it  before.  A 
little  searching  revealed  that  it  was  Lot  1  1  8  in  the  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
sale  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  originally  purchased  from  Ed  Frossard 
by  J.M.  Clapp  in  May  1901 .  What  a  stroke  of  good  fortune! 

By  the  end  of  1992, 1  had  42  coins.  I  got  two  more  in  1993  but  prices 
were  going  out  ofsight.  The  market  peaked  at  Stack's  sale  of  the  Wilder 
Collection  of  Charlotte  coins  held  in  November  1994.  While  this 
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collection  had  some  cleaned  and  scratched  coins,  as  well  as  a  seawater 
specimen,  there  were  a  number  oi  magnificent  pieces,  including  a  iully 
AU  1842-C  Small  Date  hall  eagle.  It  was  the  first  AU  1  had  seen  in  12 
years  ol  looking.  The  coin  sold  lor  $52,250,  and  the  other  nice  pieces 
brought  spectacular  pieces.  1  paid  dearly  lor  an  1843-C  half  eagle,  but 
it  was  the  only  Charlotte  coin  I  obtained  in  1994. 

Shortly  alter  this  sale,  it  was  realized  that  most  Charlotte  coins, 
while  scarce,  are  not  rare,  and  prices  retreated  from  25%  to  40%.  In  a 
more  reasonable  market,  lour  coins  were  acquired  in  1 995  leaving  me 
with  three  to  go. 

Superior's  Piedmont  sale  in  February  1996,  provided  an  1857-C 
hall  eagle.  In  April,  a  dealer  with  whom  I  had  never  done  business  but 
to  whom  I  had  given  a  want  list  two  years  before,  called  to  say  he  had 
a  first-class  AU  1852-C  quarter  eagle.  The  coin  was  as  described,  and 
now  I  was  down  to  one. 

Mentally,  I  got  ready  to  hunker  down  lor  a  long  wait,  because  the 
last  coin  I  needed  was  an  1 854-C  half  eagle  with  a  bold  mintmark  and 


a  good  strike.  1  had  only  seen  one  since  1982.  It  appeared  in  the  1994 
ANA  sale  where  it  was  purchased  by  a  dealer,  who  promptly  dipped  it, 
thus  ruining  it  as  far  as  I  was  concerned.  About  the  first  ol  May,  the 
catalogue  arrived  tor  the  Heritage,  Long  Beach  sale.  I  got  to  Lot  7332, 
and  there  it  was.  A  well-struck,  strong  ‘C’  1 854-C  half  eagle  that  was 
deemed  to  be  attractive,  problem-free,  and  original  by  the  cataloguer. 

I  examined  it  through  the  mail,  and  it  was  a  choice  fully  AU  coin.  I  told 
my  agent  to  obtain  it  at  all  costs.  Other  bidders  saw  the  virtue  in  the  coin 
as  there  were  four  paddles  in  the  air  as  the  bidding  passed  the  “T rends 
price  for  an  AU.  Finally,  the  coin  was  hammered  down,  and  it  was 
mine.  A  week  later,  it  arrived  in  the  mail.  I  can’t  describe  the  sense  of 
satisfaction  I  experienced  as  the  last  coin  was  crossed  oil  my  want  list. 
Alter  more  than  1 1  years,  the  project  was  complete. 

I  can  only  imagine  the  journeys  that  these  coins  had  taken  before 
they  came  into  my  possession,  but,  like  spawning  salmon,  52  coins  of 
the  Charlotte  Mint  had  returned  to  the  place  of  their  birth  in  the 
southern  Piedmont,  and  the  past  had  become  the  present. 


This  page  is  reproduced  trom  PCGS’s  Dealer  Update,  September  1 996. 
The  address  of  PCGS  is  P.O.  Box  9458,  Newport  Beach,  CA  92658. 
Reproduced  by  permission. 


The  obverse 
shows  digits, 
letters,  and 
devices  that  were 
crudely  made. 


The  1875  Shield  Nickel 

Sometimes,  Homemade  Isn ’t  the  Best 

The  term  “contemporary  counterfeit”  can  be  ambiguous.  Usually  it  means 
“contemporary  to  the  time  of  the  thing  be  copied,”  such  as  making  a  copy  of 
an  1875  nickel  in  1875  or  a  few  years  later.  Recently,  I  have  heard  “contempo¬ 
rary  counterfeit”  used  to  mean  a  fake  coin  that  was  just  made;  i.e.,  contemporary 
to  today  regardless  of  the  date  of  the  coin. 

This  article  is  about  the  first  type  of  “contemporary  counterfeit,”  made  at 
a  time  when  the  fake  coin  was  used  solely  as  something  to  spend.  There  was  no 
intent  to  defraud  a  numismatist;  this  mini-thief  just  wanted  a  candy  bar  or  a 
bottle  of  sarsaparilla. 

In  order  to  make  his  fake  nickel,  the  counterfeiter  started  by  hand-cutting 
a  set  of  dies.  A  planchet  (or,  most  likely,  a  group  of  planchets)  came  next,  usually 
composed  of  whatever  base  metals  were  handy.  After  striking  the  “coins,  ”  the 
counterfeiter  had  little  trouble  getting  them  into  circulation.  After  all,  it  was 
only  a  nickel,  even  in  1875. 

Close  inspection  shows  crude  work  that  wouldn’t  fool  any  serious  numis¬ 
matist.  But  this  isn’t  a  coin  to  be  serious  about,  anyway.  It’s  more  of  a  novelty 
than  anything  else,  and  actually  rarer  than  its  genuine  counterpart. 


Nice,  even  wear 
on  the  reverse  has 
softened  the 
glaring  errors. 


You  can  really 
appreciate  the 
sharpness  of  a 
genuine  U.S. 
coin  when  you 
compare  it  to  this 
homemade 
version. 
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U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE 

Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Commentary:  Commemoratives  have  always 
been  a  focus  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and 
over  the  years  we  have  provided  choice  coins  to 
many  numismatists  who  have  put  together  type  sets 
or  specialized  collections  of  dates  and  mintmarks. 
We  offer  a  combination  of  hand-picked  quality  plus 
reasonable  price.  We  invite  you  to  make  us  your 
headquarters  for  this  fascinating  series. 

To  aid  in  appreciation  of  these  coins  we  recom¬ 
mend  that  you  acquire  Q.  David  Bowers’  award¬ 
winning  text,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  which  tells  how  the 
various  issues  were  created,  incidents  and  anecdotes 
concerning  the  distribution,  market  prices  from  the 
time  of  issue  down  to  the  present  era,  and  much 
more.  By  reading  this  book,  evenly  casually,  you 
can  become  an  expert  on  the  series.  Moreover,  in 
the  commemorative  series  a  variety  which  might 
not  normally  attractive  much  notice — take,  for 
example,  the  1936  Elgin  half  dollar — will  come  to 
life  as  you  read  the  multiple-page  study  of  this  coin 
and  every  aspect  of  it. 

Each  coin  in  this  issue  is  guaranteed  to  please. 
Today’s  market  values  are  very  attractive,  in  our 
opinion,  and  our  selection  is  of  exceptional  quality. 
Take  advantage  of  it. 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,430 

Don’t  Miss  the  Book  Section! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for 
some  really  terrific  buys  on  interesting  and 
valuable  reference  books.  T he  same  30-day 
guarantee  of  satisfaction  you  get  with  coins 
applies  to  our  books  as  well! 


Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 

gem.  Beautiful! . 2,430 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Gorgeous 

light  iridescent  toning . 379 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 350 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 
issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usu¬ 
ally  in  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 8,775 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 375 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 450 

1921  Alabama  Plain.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  this  key  issue,  and  one  of  the  nic¬ 
est  strikes  we’ve  seen . 918 

1936  Albany.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 358 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

with  a  hint  of  golden  toning  over  lustrous,  frosty 
surfaces . 815 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 263 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 31 1 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 80 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 122 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant .  8 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 122 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant .  8 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 31  1 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 


1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 128 

In  recent  times  there  has  been  a  long  overdue  (in  our 
opinion)  interest  in  various  scarce  dates  and  mintmarks  in 
some  of  the  longer  commemorative  scries — of  which  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  is  a  prime  example.  Often  such  pieces  have  much  lower 
mintages  than  do  varieties  earlier  in  the  same  design  sequence, 
and  yet  the  market  price  difference  is  only  slightly  higher. 
This  adds  up  to  a  lot  of  coin  value  for  the  money. 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 149 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 


age .  133 

1938-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 338 


Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2,100 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 338 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

At  the  time  of  distribution  these  coins  could  be  purchased 
at  a  drive-up  concession  at  the  bridge  itself. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 109 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant .  149 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934’  .  MS-60  Bril¬ 
liant .  94 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.’  MS-65.  Brilliant. 
A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from  a 
mintage  of  only  2,004! . 9 1 1 

1935  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1935- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 101 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 169 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. 473 

As  is  true  of  other  issues  in  extended  commemorative  se¬ 
ries  with  dates  and  mintmarks,  such  issues  as  1937-D,  made 
toward  the  end  of  the  series,  offer  low  mintages  for  prices  that 
our  only  slightly  higher  than  common  varieties.  If  you  are  put¬ 
ting  together  a  type  set  you  may  wish  to  add  a  piece  such  as  this. 


1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare . 506 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 479 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  rare!  . 338 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 297 


The  obverse  features  P.T.  Barnum,  proprietor  of  the 
American  Museum  in  New  York  City,  and  at  one  time  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  Bridgeport’s  leading  citizen  and  benefactor.  At 
one  time  in  the  American  Museum  there  was  a  display  of 
rare  coins,  but  we  have  never  encountered  more  than  passing 
notice  concerning  it — no  inventory,  no  description  of  indi¬ 
vidual  pieces.  If  any  reader  has  such,  let  us  know  and  we’ll 
examine  the  subject  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Cow  Review. 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare  so 

fine . 8 1 

Noted  dealer  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  1930s  considered  thi\ 
design  to  be  one  of  the  very  finest  of  all  commemoratives. 

1925-S  California.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light 
toning . 230 
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1951  -S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  95 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  ...47 

Generous  mintage  of 2,006,292,  although  relatively  few 
ot  these  went  into  numismatic  circles. 

1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS).  At¬ 
tractive  multi-hued  toning . 47 

1952- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  95 

1953  Carver-Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 54 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  81 

1953- S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 81 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  189 

1954- D  Carv'er- Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  47 

1954-D  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  34 

1954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  81 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 270 

The  Cincinnati  half  dollar,  minted  in  three  varieties,  is 
one  of  the  most  curious  of  all  issues  from  this  era.  It  was 
conceived  by  Thomas  G.  Melish,  a  well-known  numismatist 
who  persuaded  Congress  to  let  him  have  his  own  commemo¬ 
rative  coins! 

Seeking  to  create  designs  that  would  sell,  Melish  came  up 
with  the  idea  that  1936  celebrated  Cleveland’s  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  as  “a  musical  center  of  America,”  never  mind  that  noth¬ 
ing  specifically  happened  50  years  earlier  in  1886  that  was 
worth  commemorating  on  a  United  States  legal  tender  coin. 

The  pieces  were  sold  in  sets  of  three,  one  each  from  the 
Philadelphia,  Denver  and  San  Francisco  Mints,  for  $7.75 
per  trio — the  highest  original  offering  price  up  to  that  time. 
The  numismatic  community  was  quickly  told  that  the  issue 
was  “sold  out,”  and  the  price  on  the  aftermarket  jumped  to 
$50  a  set.  By  some  fortunate  circumstance,  Thomas  Melish 
and  his  friends  just  happened  to  have  a  few  sets  on  hand 
when  the  price  reached  $50,  a  situation  that  provoked  out¬ 
rage  among  numismatists.  The  fascinating  story  and  all  of 
the  details  are  given  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  book,  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 


1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 304 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 270 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 82 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 78 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...365 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 236 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 810 


This  was  the  very  first  United  States  commemorative  half 
dollar.  It  was  issued  for  the  Worlds  Columbian  Exposition, 
scheduled  to  open  in  Chicago  in  1 892  to  celebrate  the  400th 
anniversary  of  Columbus’  “discovery”  of  America.  However, 
construction  fell  behind,  and  the  gates  were  not  thrown  open 
to  the  public  at  large  until  1893,  thus  accounting  for  the  sub¬ 
sequent  production  of  half  dollars  of  the  1893  date. 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 142 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning . 59 

1893  Columbian.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 39 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 

grade . 608 

Depicted  is  the  Charter  Oak,  which  lasted  until  the  1 9th 
century,  when  it  was  destroyed.  This  particular  issue  was 
widely  distributed,  with  many  being  sold  to  residents  of  Con¬ 
necticut,  and  others  to  numismatists.  The  modernistic  eagle 
on  the  reverse  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  later  on  the 
1936  Bridgeport  half  dollar. 

1935  Connecticut  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden 
toning . 608 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 225 

1 936  Delaware.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  splendid  gem 

specimen . 392 


1 936  Delaware.  AU-58 . 2 1 0 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 710 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 230 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 540 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 317 


Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<f 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 


pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces . 2,633 

1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

A  classic  rarity.  . 1 ,540 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 284 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,198 

Just  10,008  were  struck  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  half  dol¬ 
lar,  the  odd  eight  pieces  being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission.  Many  of  the  pieces,  possibly  even  most,  were  sold 
within  the  Hawaiian  islands,  with  the  minor  part  of  the  mint¬ 
age  going  to  numismatists.  Thus,  pieces  became  scarce  on 
the  numismatic  market,  and  today  the  issue  remains  as  the 
most  desirable  single  “type”  or  major  design.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  1928  Hawaiian  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a 
type  set,  while  certain  varieties  with  lower  mintages — such 
as  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  Boone  half  dollars  with  “Small 
1934” — are  rarer,  but  they  are  not  needed  for  a  basic  design 
set,  but  are  in  the  realm  of  the  variety  specialist. 

Two  other  commemorative  half  dollars  have  mintages 
identical  to  the  Hawaiian:  the  1935  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail.  Interestingly,  the  “Old"  in  the  title  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  half  dollar  has  largely  been  forgotten,  and  in  modern  list¬ 
ings  the  coin  is  alphabetized  under  “S.”  The  1935  Hudson 
and  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollars  were  primarily  sold  to  the 
numismatic  community,  and  thus  larger  numbers  of  them 


survive  today  than  do  the  Hawaiians. 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand . 1,610 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,610 
1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  ...628 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1946  Iowa.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 88 


1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  of 
the  most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially 
the  reverse,  which  is  considered  by  many  to 
be  the  finest  work  of  John  R.  Sinnock  (who 
later  became  the  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint). 
Brilliant .  601 


1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 392 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-58  (NGC) . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 895 

1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  567 

We  have  always  considered  high  quality  1920  Maine  half 
dollars  to  be  a  bit  scarcer  than  market  values  reflect.  Curi¬ 
ously,  the  dies  for  this  issue  were  not  highly  finished,  and 
examination  under  magnification  will  reveal  many  raised  lines 
from  the  preparation  process.  This  is  especially  evident  on 
early  impressions  from  the  dies.  Although  Anthony  de 
Francisci  created  plaster  models  for  the  Maine  half  dollar 
(Francisci  later  became  better  known  for  his  1921  Peace  sil¬ 
ver  dollar),  to  this  day  it  is  not  known  who  created  the  actual 


design  for  the  coin. 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . ’....351 

1923-S  Monroe.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous . 344 


This  design  possibly  represents  the  low  watermark  in 
unattractive  commemorative  designs,  although  the  1 926  Ses- 
quicentennial  gives  it  a  run  for  its  money. 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  695 


1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 405 

1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 

1926  Oregon  AU-58.  Brilliant . 109 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 216 


Again  we  suggest  that  you  review  the  mintages  of  issues 
such  as  the  later  Oregon  varieties,  for  often  pieces  that  have 
low  production  quantities  can  be  obtained  for  just  a  modest 
increment  over  more  common  issues. 

A  number  of  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins  took  a  poll  of  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 
relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  providing  a  great  opportunity  in  this  regard. 

1933- D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 270 

1934- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

Only  7,006  were  struck! 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 216 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 243 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 216 

1938- D  Oregon.  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Low 

mintage,  high  quality,  excellent  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal:  this  coin  has  it  all!  . 825 

Gem  1915-S  Panama- Pacific  50<f 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,457 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 473 

The  1920  Pilgrim  half  dollar  was  meant  to  observe  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  that  fa¬ 
mous  rock.  However,  this  became  the  first  of  the  exploitative 
commemorative  coins  inasmuch  as  by  the  end  of  1 920  there 
were  still  undistributed  pieces  on  hand,  but  to  provide  rev¬ 
enue  by  selling  coins  to  collectors,  an  unneeded  and  irrel¬ 
evant  issue  dated  1921  was  produced. 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been— 
since  we  began  business  in  1953.  If  you  are 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  lor. 
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I  hus  began  a  long  tradition — continuing  to  the  present 
day — of  producing  commemoratives  that  were  not  especially 
needed  to  commemorate  anything  (for  example,  the  1921 
Pilgrim  half  dollar  observed  the  30 1  st  anniversary  of  the  land¬ 


ing  of  the  Pilgrims),  but  were  made  specifically  to  tap  the 
wallets  of  collectors  and  investors. 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 108 

1920  Pilgrim  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 81 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 78 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 77 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 716 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 243 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 304 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 101 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 87 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 243 


It  is  generally  conceded  that  movie  star  Errol  Flynn  was 
the  model  for  the  obverse  of  this  issue.  Among 
commemoratives  of  this  era,  the  Roanoke  is  generally  avail¬ 
able  in  high  grades — in  fact,  a  worn  one  would  be  a  rarity. 
Moreover,  most  specimens  are  quite  attractive  and  well  struck. 


No  problem  in  getting  a  nice  one. 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Robinson.  MS-#64.  Brilliant . 108 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 103 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 486 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 


1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  595 

Representative  of  the  history  of  the  South  including  the 
Confederacy,  this  issue  was  very  popular  at  the  time,  but  the 
production  quantity  was  sufficiently  generous  that  hoards 


remained  for  years  afterward. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 182 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 70 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 44 

1934  Texas  Centennial.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  252 

1 934  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 


It  has  been  our  experience  over  a  long  period  of  years 
that  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars  have  always  been  very 
popular — in  high  markets,  low  markets,  and  in  between.  The 
design  is  one  of  the  most  ornate  and  complex  of  any  issue. 
High-grade  specimens  can  be  fairly  attractive.  A  complete 
set  contains  no  “impossible”  rarities  and  makes  a  nice  dis¬ 
play.  The  present  offering  will  give  you  a  good  start. 


1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 104 

1934  Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 101 

1935  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1936  Texas  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 252 

1936  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1937  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1937-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1937- S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 297 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 257 

1938- S  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 338 

1925  Vancouver  MS-62.  Brilliant . 308 


1946  BTW.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 41 

1946-D  B  T  W.  MS-65.  Brill  iant . 41 

1946-S  BTW.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 41 

1946- S  B  T  W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1947- D  B.I.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 36 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...’’"255 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 78 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant .  9 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . M 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 279 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 279 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 41 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 61 

195 1  -S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 61 


The  Commemorative  Story  Continues 


L.  W.  Hoffecker 

DISTRIBUTOR 
ELGIN  CENTENNIAL  COIN 

P.  O.  BOX  75 -EL  PASO,  TEXAS 

August  31,  1936. 


Ur.  T.  A.  Rovelstad , 

302  3.  Barton  St., 

Arlington,  7a. 

Dear  Ur.  Rovelstad: 

Your  letter  of  August  19th  was  forwarded  to  me  at  Minneapolis;  also  the  nhoto- 
graphs . 

I  otooped  at  Elgin  on  my  v.ay  back,  and  saw  Ur.  Hansen,  and  got  him  to  0.1  .  the 
cony  of  the  order  on  the  mint.  Also  saw  your  mother  and  the  Rev.  Rognlie.  X  am  en¬ 
closing  two  conies  of  the  ordjr.  You  may  sign  the  original  ana  send  it  to  me,  end 
keep  the  copy  for  your  files.  Please  have  someone  witness  your  signature. 

The  Rev.  Rognlie  and  1  went  over  to  two  of  the  banks.  I  did  not  go  to  the 
Union  Bank,  as  they  wrote  me  a  latter  and  did  not  seem  to  be  very  enthusiastic  about 
taking  any  of  the  coins.  .;e  also  went  to  the  newspaper  office,  and  thin.-:  we  will  get 
a  good  urita-up  in  your  Elgin  paper.  We  saw  Mr.  Davis,  I  believe  his  name  was,  ar.d  I 
gave  him  the  photograph  so  he  could  have  a  cut  made  to  nrint  in  your  local  paper.  I 
saw  Mr.  Frank  3.  Daffield,  the  editor  of  .the  Numismatist ,  at  Uinneanolis ,  and  he  vants 
a  cut-as  soon  as  he  can  got  it,  but  would  like  to  have  a  littlo  bettor  ohoto-raoh  than 
the  one  you  sent  me.  His  address  is  4215  Femhlll  Blvd.,  Baltimore,  Uaryland,  and  I 
wish  y.ou  would  see  to  getting  him  a  good  nicturs  as  soon  as  uos3lble.  Also  be  sure 
and  let  me  know  as  soon  as  they  are  working  on  the  cles,  as  I  want  to  ■»-  out  some 
new  advortiolng  at  that  timo. 

Up  to  the  19th  of  the  month  I  had  sold  about  11,000  coins,  and  they  are  averaging 
about  100  a  day  since.  However,  I  have  prospects  for  a  counle  of  good-sized  orders. 


With  kind  regards,  X  am 


Yours  truly, 


L.  W.  Hoff o ok o 


L.VH :  A.V 


Recently  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  Trygve  Rovelstad,  designer  ol  the  1936  Elgin 
Centennial  half  dollar,  found  the  letter  reproduced  herewith  and  sent  it  to  us. 
Hoffecker,  who  later  was  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  was  a 
salesman  deluxe,  and  way  down  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  masterminded  the  merchandising 
of  the  Elgin  half  dollars.  This  particular  letter  indicates  that  Hoffecker  was  the  power 
behind  the  throne,  and  took  care  of  the  order  of  coinage  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
The  letter  also  discusses  publicity. 
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1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 203 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 203 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  "grid"  we  offer  PCGS  and  NGC- 
certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium  Quality, 
all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly  toned  sur¬ 
faces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing  and  is  an 
excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this  special  offer¬ 
ing  to  build  your  collection  of  commemorative 
coins,  one  of  America’s  most  interesting  series.  (For 
other  fine  commemoratives  in  grades  other  than 
PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  pre¬ 
ceding  listing.)  As  many  other  discriminating  buy¬ 
ers  have  done  for  40  years,  make  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  for  quality  and 
value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<£ 

2430 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

1553 

2531 

8775 

1921  Alabama  plain  641 

999 

1936  Albany 

257 

358 

1937  Antietam 

493 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

84 

257 

1935-D 

78 

263 

1935-S 

263 

1936 

80 

311 

1936-D 

122 

405 

1936-S 

80 

405 

1937 

80 

311 

1937-D 

95 

122 

432 

1937-S 

122 

432 

1938 

128 

1938-D 

162 

1938-S 

149 

709 

1939 

270 

338 

1939-D 

338 

776 

1939-S 

338 

776 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

112 

135 

Boone  type 

1934 

84 

1935 

88 

101 

155 

1935-D 

88 

1935-S 

108 

1935/34 

189 

1935/34-D 

911 

1935/34-S 

911 

1936 

88 

95 

1 936-D 

88 

101 

1936-S 

88 

101 

169 

1937 

101 

169 

1937-D 

203 

324 

473 

1937-S 

203 

342 

506 

1938 

338 

479 

1938-D 

479 

1938-S 

392 

479 

STATES  COMMEMORATIVE 


VARIETY  MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936  Bridgeport 

135 

297 

1925-S  California 

176 

230 

810 

Carver- Wash  i  ngton 

1952 

24 

1952-D 

203 

1953-D 

236 

1953-S 

81 

1954 

24 

1954-D 

34 

47 

1954-S 

34 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

520 

1936-D 

297 

1936-S 

270 

304 

1936  Cleveland 

82 

203 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

1936 

223 

236 

1936-D 

223 

236 

1893  Columbian 

84 

142 

810 

1935  Connecticut 

230 

263 

608 

1936  Delaware 

216 

223 

392 

1936  Elgin 

203 

230 

1 936  Gettysburg 

290 

317 

540 

1922  Grant  plain 

169 

284 

851 

1922  Grant  Star 

2633 

1928  Hawaiian 

5198 

1924  Huguenot 

527 

1946  Iowa 

107 

1925  Lexington 

675 

1918  Lincoln-111. 

86 

182 

601 

1936  Long  Island 

73 

1936  Lynchburg 

284 

1920  Maine 

215 

567 

1934  Maryland 

142 

162 

351 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

7290 

1938  New  Rochelle 

351 

1936  Norfolk 

392 

405 

432 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

122 

135 

203 

1926-S 

122 

135 

223 

1928 

216 

304 

1933-D 

270 

304 

439 

1934-D 

182 

196 

304 

1936 

135 

149 

203 

1936-S 

162 

189 

1937-D 

155 

189 

216 

1938 

203 

216 

243 

1938-D 

223 

236 

284 

1938-S 

223 

236 

257 

1939 

439 

675 

1939-D 

439 

506 

675 

1939-S 

506 

675 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

1094 

2457 

1920  Pilgrim 

84 

108 

473 

1921  Pilgrim 

243 

716 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

90 

101 

304 

COINS 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-D 

101 

304 

1936-S 

90 

101 

311 

1 937  Roanoke 

209 

243 

1936  Robinson 

88 

108 

250 

1 935-S  San  Diego 

77 

95 

1936-D  San  Diego 

80 

103 

1926  Sesqui 

149 

486 

5130 

1 925  Stone  Mt. 

70 

182 

Texas  type 

1934 

115 

149 

1935 

115 

149 

1935-D 

108 

1935-S 

122 

149 

1936 

115 

149 

1936-D 

108 

122 

1936-S 

149 

1937 

149 

1937-D 

149 

1937-S 

108 

1938 

257 

297 

371 

1938-D 

304 

304 

1938-S 

304 

1925  Vancouver 

378 

1936  Wisconsin 

189 

203 

230 

1936  York 

176 

203 

BTW  Type 

1946 

41 

1946-S 

41 

1947 

36 

74 

1947-D 

36 

1947-S 

74 

1948 

50 

61 

1948-D 

50 

68 

1948-S 

68 

1949 

78 

95 

1949-D 

78 

95 

1949-S 

95 

1950 

50 

68 

1950-D 

68 

1950-S 

41 

1951 

61 

Our  Success  Story  is  Simple... 


Each  coin  we  offer  for  sale  is  absolutely 
guaranteed  to  be  in  the  grade  you  want,  with 
the  surface  appearance  and  aesthetic  quality 
you  desire,  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value — or 
your  money  back.  If  for  any  reason  whatsoever 
you  are  not  100%  delighted  with  any  pur¬ 
chase,  just  return  it  within  seven  days  of  receipt 
foran  instant  refund — no  explanation  needed! 
We  are  not  satisfied  until  you  are. 

The  secret  to  our  success  is  simple:  At 
Bowers  and  Merena  we  treat  you  as  we  our¬ 
selves  would  like  to  be  treated. 
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Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 

New  Titles!  Great  Discount  Deals! 
Pre-Publication  Offers! 


rev* 


Mary  Tocci 

Publications  Department 


Right  now  is  a  great  time  to  add  new 
books  to  your  library.  The  following 
titles  are  either  ready  to  go  or  are  offered 
at  pre-publication  specials.  Either  way, 
you  save  a  lot  of  money  and  you  get 
some  really  GREAT  books  to  read! 

On  the  accompanying  pages  are 
detailed  descriptions  of  four  new  books 
that  can  be  ordered  right  now — David 
Lange’s  The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln 
Cents;  (BLA-107)  Dave  Bowers'  Col¬ 
lecting  Coins  and  Making  Money,  A 


Peek  at  the  19th  Century  (BBM-401)  and 
Dave  Bowers’  forthcoming  A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast 's  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cents  (BBM-31 1).  And,  on  the  inside  front 
cover  ofthis  issue  is  a  pre-publication  offer  for 
Dave  Bowers’  new 
American  Coin  Treasures 
andHoards{  BBM-404). 

Each  and  every  one  of 
these  titles  is  available 
to  you  at  a  great  dis¬ 
count  price.  Take  ad¬ 
vantage! 

Also  check  the  following 
pages  for  other  titles  you  can 
use.  Each  and  every  book  you 
purchase  from  us  is  absolutely  guaranteed  to  be 
everything  you  expect — and  more — or  a  re¬ 
fund  in  full  will  be  given  for  any  publication 
returned  within  30  days. 

Numismatic  books  are  the  best  way  to  enjoy 
coins,  to  learn  about  them,  and  to  be  a  better 
buyer  and  seller.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
leads  the  way  with  discount  prices  and  great  titles. 

To  order  books  currently  in  print  or  to  take  advantage  of  our 
special  pre-publication  offers  just  telephone  Mary  Tocci  at  our 
Publications  Department,  1-800-222-5993. 
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liberty  seated 
half  DIMES 


In  this,  our  last  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  for  1996,  we  are  offering  more  “Super  Special  great  prices 
on  fabulous  numismatic  reference  books  on  some  of  your  favorite  series.  Our  last  group  of  Super  Specials 
offered  in  Rare  Coin  Review  # 113  was  so  successful  that  quite  a  few  of  the  volumes  offered  there  are  now 
sold  out.  Numismatic  books  make  great  holiday  gifts,  for  a  friend  or  relative  (or  even  for  yourself).  Don’t 
miss  this  opportunity,  it  may  be  your  last  chance  to  buy  these  great  titles.  (No  further  discounts  apply). 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes,  by  Al  Blythe  Stock  No.  BBL-105 

•  List  price:  $29.95  Now  only:  $20.95 

The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia,  2nd  Edition,  by  Arnold  Margolis.  Stock  No.  BMA-761 . 

•  List  price:  24.95  Now  only:  $17.45 

Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth,  by  Kevin  Flynn.  Stock  No.  BFL-1 14. 

•  List  price:  $19.95  Now  only:  $13.95 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves,  by  David  Lawrence.  Stock  No.  BLA-102. 

•  List  price:  $24.95  Now  only:  $17.45 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Shield  and  Liberty  Head  Nickels,  by  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia  Mahon.  Stock  No.  BPh-200. 

•  List  price:  $34.95  Now  only$24.45 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified  Commemoratives,  by  Harry  Laibstain.  Stock  No.  BIA-851. 

•  List  price:  $29.95  Now  only:  $14.90 
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A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast’s 
Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  is  also  being  printed, 
and  what  a  great  book  this  is. 
Comprising  54 1  pages,  this  vol¬ 
ume  discusses  all  aspects  of  Fly¬ 
ing  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  from 
the  first  issue  of  1856  through 
the  last  in  1909.  Grading,  past 
and  present  market  conditions 
and  values,  aspects  ot  rarity,  the 
minting  process,  and  more — 
all  accompanied  by  high-qual¬ 
ity  illustrations.  This  is  a  book 
you  will  use  again  and  again. 


A  Buyers  and 
Enthusiast's  Guide 

- to - 

Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 


Opic  views  # . 

In  A  Buyer  s  and  Enthusiast ’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents,  author  Q.  David  Bowers  puts  in  his  two 
cents’  worth — and  those  two  cents  might  be  the  most 
valuable  two  cents  ever!  Bowers  has  outdone  himself 
again.  He  has  created  a  state-of-the-art  reference  that 
includes  every  aspect  of  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents. 
Most  fascinating  is  how  Bowers  combines  research  of 
leading  numismatic  scholars  with  opinions  of  modern 
grading  services.  This  work  is  a  tremendous  contribution 
to  this  important,  specialized  area. 

— Scott  A.  T ravers, 
Numismatic  author  and  dealer 

As  usual,  Mr.  Bowers  has  outdone  himself.  Like  a  fine 
wine,  his  writing  and  story-telling  age  well.  His  knack  for 
in-depth  research  is  beyond  compare. 

— Dennis  R.  Baker 


Each  individual  issue  is  given  a  chapter  of  its  own, 
which  discusses  market  values  over  the  years,  rarities  at 
different  grade  levels  of  each  piece,  market  tips,  things  to 
watch  for  when  buying,  the  number  of  dies  used,  impor¬ 
tant  die  varieties  and  unusual  features,  and  more.  In 
some  instances  over  a  dozen  pages  are  devoted  to  a  single 
coin  date! 

A  beginning  collector  as  well  as  an  experienced  dealer 
will  find  this  volume  to  contain  much  information  not 
available  elsewhere  and  to  be  a  one-book  library  on  the 
subject.  In  addition,  it  is  written  in  Dave  Bowers’  highly 
readable,  informative  style. 


This  book,  (Stock  No.  BBM-3 1 1 )  will  list  for  $45.00 
and  is  offered  at  a  special  pre-publication  price  of  $35 
plus  $3.50  postage.  For  just  $38.50,  you  can  have 
one  of  the  first  copies  we  receive  from  the 
printer!  (No  further  discounts  apply.) 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents  have  enjoyed  a  resurgence  ot 
popularity  in  recent  years,  and  with  the  publication  of  Dave 
Bowers’  comprehensive  new  reference  of  these  series  their 
popularity  will  be  sustained  for  a  long  time.  Not  only  is  this 
book  the  final  word  on  Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  but  it’s  also  a 
detailed  and  wonderfully  readable  study  of  the  technical  and 
historic  aspects  of  United  States  numismatics  for  the  years 
1856-1909  and  beyond. 

Bowers  has  occasionally  been  accused  of  writing  far  more 
than  anyone  else  would  on  a  particular  numismatic  subject.  As 
a  person  who  plans  to  use  this  new  book  again  and  again,  I  say 
“Thanks,  Dave.” 

— David  W.  Lange 

With  A  Buyer's  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents ,  Q.  David  Bowers  turns  his  now-legendary  atten¬ 
tion  and  energy  to  two  of  the  most  popularly  collected  U.S. 
series.  In  his  trademark  flowing  style,  Bowers  delivers  detailed 
research,  history,  anecdotes,  quotes  and  opinion.  The  reader  can 
be  certain  that  the  information  contained  gives  an  up-to-date 
and  thoroughly  complete  picture  of  the  state  of  research  on  these 
two  important  small-cent  types.  In  the  tradition  of  his  1993 
Encyclopediaon  U.S.  silver  dollars  and  trade  dollars,  Bowers  now 
creates  the  new  bible  on  both  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents. 

— Kari  Stone,  COINage 
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by  David  Lange 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents,  by  David 
Lange,  is  now  at  the  printer  and  is  scheduled  for 
delivery  in  November.  This  fully  illustrated,  softbound 
book  of  over  360  pages  is  an  absolute  must  for  every 
numismatic  library.  It  covers  in  detail  the  history  of 
the  Lincoln  cent  from  1909  to  date — sure  to  be  the 
standard  reference  on  this,  the  most  popular  American 
coin  series. 

Grading?  It’s  there,  and  in  detail. 

Market  prices?  Ditto,  not  only  current  market 
prices,  but  historical  values  as  well — a  great  guide  for 
research. 

Errors?  Design  changes?  Commentaries?  Pat¬ 
terns?  Mint  errors?  Proofs?  Mintage  figures?  They 
are  all  here! 


Suffice  it  to  say,  if  you  have  even  a  slightest 
interest  in  Lincoln  cents,  this  will  be  one  of  the 
most  used  volumes  in  your  library.  If  you  are  a 
specialist  in  Lincoln  cents,  then  this  book  is  an  abso¬ 
lute  must. 

David  W.  Lange  has  written  over  100  articles  for 
various  numismatic  journals  and  is  also  author  of  two 
popular  books,  The  Complete  Guide  to  Buffalo  Nickels 
and  The  Complete  Guide  to  Mercury  Dimes.  David  has 
done  fantastic  research  for  this  book,  and  we  predict 
that  this  will  be  acclaimed  as  his  very  best  effort! 

Written  in  a  style  that  is  both  informative  and 
entertaining,  this newwork (StockNo.  BLA-1 07)  lists 
at  $34.93,  but  can 
be  ordered  for  a  lim¬ 
ited  time  only  at  our 
special  pre-publica¬ 
tion  value  of  $27.95 
plus  postage.  (No fur¬ 
ther  discounts  apply.) 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century  United  States  Gold 
Coins 

By  David  Akers 

Best-seller,  184  pages.  Illustrated. 

Special  Offer:  HB  version  at  the  SB  price. 

►  HB  (BAK-749)  Only  $19.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis.  1 68 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and  investment  aspect 
of  coins.  306  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 


The  American  Numismatic  Association  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the  ANA.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 


A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excellent  overview  of  the  denomination  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  312  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-402)  List  $19.95 


iMItp. 


Buyer  s  Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  (Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

Describes  each  type  from  1795  onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HB  (BBM-351)  List  $19.95 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Fascinating  reprints  of  illustrated  articles.  192  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-401)  List  $29.95 
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Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excellent  and  exhaustive  reference  work  on  commemora- 
tives  from  the  19th  century- 1991.  768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-308)  List  $39.95  ►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 
^  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 

The  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  covers  all  series  from  colonials  to  regular  copper, 
nickel,  silver,  and  gold  issues.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130)  List  $59.95 


Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this  magnificent  collector  and  his  equally 
faschinating  collection.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Second  Printing. 


►  Del.  HB  (BBM-146A)  List  $62.50 

Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224  pages  each. 

The  Numismatist’s: 

^  Bedside  Companion — SB  (BBM-200)  List  $12.95 
K  Countryside  Companion — SB(BBM-207)  List$12.95 
^  Downtown  Companion — SB(BBM-208)  List  $12.95 
^  Lakeside  Companion — SB  (BBM-202)  List  $12.95 
K  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
^  Traveling  Companion— SB  (BBM-210)  List  $12.95 
^  Weekend  Companion — SB  (BBM-206)  List  $12.95 
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Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuable  information  on  different  series,  from  one  of  the 
country's  most  knowledgeable  numismatists. 

^  United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector 
and  Investor  — SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  and  S^t  Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor— SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 


United  State* 
Coin*  by  Dnijn  ' 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold  coins.  415 
pages,  illustrated 

►  hB(BBM-135)  List  $57.95 


tiiuctfcj  States  Gold  CoMc 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating  and  almost  unbelievable  life  of 
Virgil  Brand  (1862-1926).  248  pages,  illustrated. 


^  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
and  Colonial  Proof  Coins 

Revised  edition.  Details  Proof  coin  manufacture,  charac¬ 
teristics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs,  and  more.  Year-by-year 
analysis.  338  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ol  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic  library  all  in  one  book!  754  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 
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The  American  Numismatic  Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 


Getttafc 


oUlOt  TO 

barber 

HALVES 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Details  on  colonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins.  378 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 


The  Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 

Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S.  coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos,  enabling  the  reader  to  “cherrypick”  rarities.  344  pages. 
Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 

Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

A  complete  guide  to  two-cent  pieces.  1 12  pages.  Over  350 
photographs. 

*•  ►  SB  (BFL-1 14)  List  $19.95 


Paper  Money  of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

The  fourteenth  edition  of  this,  an  essential  work  on  United 
States  currency.  304  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BFR-105)  List  $24.50 

IGUHI^U  .  a  Basic  Guide  to  United  States  Commemorative  Coins 

COINS  I  By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 
l  1  ►  SB  (BBM-309)  List  $14.95 

The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  story  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  its  formation  over 
several  generations.  288  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in 
Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  must  for  anyone  with  an  interest  in  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spit.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 

Barber  half  dollars  discussed  on  a  date-by-date  basis.  112 
pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  SB(BLA-102)  List  $24.95 


To  Order— Toll  free:  800-222-5993 


The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia-2nd  Edition 

By  Arnold  Margo lis 

1  he  author  discusses  everything  to  do  with  minting  and  mint 
errors.  370  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BMA-761)  List  $24.95 


United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die  varieties  of  copper 
cents  of  the  period.  312  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Shield  and  Liberty  Head 
Nickels 

By  Gloria  Peters  and  Cynthia  Mahon 

A  comprehensive  work  on  these  popular  series. 

►  SB  (BPE-200)  List  $34.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836 

By  AlC.  Overton 

Photographs  of  die  varieties  include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 

►  HB  (BOV-100)  List  $59.95 


United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  (Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  updates  and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 


The  Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 

By  Russ  Rulau 

Lists  and  describes  thousands  ofdifferent  tokens.  824  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRU-724)  List  $45.00 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition 
of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and 
dates.  174  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 


Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide  by  the  ANA.  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $10.95 


Save  Money  on  These  Great  Books 

Take  10%  off  all  book  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all 
book  orders  over  $100  (off  publisher's  prices  listed  above) 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  this  classic  by  W.S.  Sheldon.  340  pages,  illustrated. 
►  HB  (BSH-100)  List  S50.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 
Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 

An8-l/2x  11  volume  filled  with  information  on  these  two 
popular  series.  Over  160  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BSN-724)  List  $34.50 


Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 

A  recently  published  work  covering  all  die  varieties,  the 
background  of  the  series,  grading  collecting,  etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  &  W.  Breen 

A  new  edition  of  this  work.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 

Packed  with  new,  updated  information  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over  300  pages,  ill. 
►  SB  (BTA-404)  List  $19.95 


Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-812)  List  $14.95 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BWI-8 14)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 

The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BW1-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-8 17)  List  $31.95 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of  the  mid  1 800s,  focused  on  the  history  of 
one  establishment  in  rural  Maine.  224  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 


o)erms  of  Safe 


7.  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREF. — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3-  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1 .2%  per  month  ( 1 4%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  ifyou  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  $500  or  more;  just  $  1 0  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
(coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  rtf  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
to-dcaler  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  nu¬ 
merical  descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion 
of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary 
among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conserva¬ 
tive  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless 
thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor 
stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977-1 979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1 983-1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 


Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist; 
Gail  Watson,  Sales  Director;  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director. 

•  Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew 
W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Tricia 
Toepper. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  111. 

•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Meers,  Manager;  Robin  Edgerly, 
Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager.  Photography 
Department. 

•  Administration — John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craigue,  Maggie  Kettler,  Donna  A.  Badeau, 
Rosalie  Minnerly,  Debbie  McDonald. 

•  Publications  Dept. — Mary  Tocci,  John  Babalis. 

•  Financial  Department  -Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.,  Controller. 
Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 
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RARE  COIN  REVIEW  #114  ORDER  FORM 


Mail  or  Fax  to  Us  (or  use  separate  sheet) 


BOOKS  COINS 


Stock  # 

Title 

List  Price 

L, 

Total  List  Price: 

Less  10%  (order  $100  or  less)  or  20%  (over  $100.01)  _$ 

Net  price:  $ 

Postage  (book  rate)  $3.50  for  orders  up  to  $50, 

PLUS  10%  over  that  amount  $ 

Total:  Books  and  postage  $ 


Page  # 

Description 

Price 

Total  List  Price: 

Postage  $5  on  orders  under  $500/Free  over  that  amount 

$ 

Total:  Coins  and  postage  $ 


Books  and  Shipping  Total: 


Coins  and  Shipping  Total: 

Subscriptions  (see  page  1  for  details): 

Rare  Coin  Review  and  Coin  Collector  Only 

□ 

$29.00 

Domestic 

□ 

$95.00 

Canada  &  Mexico  (First  Class  Mail) 

□ 

$150.00 

Foreign  (Air  Mail) 

□ 

$200.00 

Subtotal  of  items 

$ 

Total  Enclosed 

$ 

Overnight  Delivery:  Coins:  $10  for  orders  under  $500/Free  on  orders  over  $500 
Books:  Fee  determined  by  weight. 


ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 

Please  place  mailing  label  here,  or  print  rhe  following: 

Name: _ 

Address: _ 

City:  _  State  _  Zip _ 

Telephone: _ 

Customer  #: _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by: 

Q  Check  □  MasterCard  □  Visa  LJ  AmEx 

Card  # _ Exp.  Date:  _ 

Signature:  _ 


TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993  •  FAX:  603-569-5319  •  IN  NH:  569-5095 


M  R  &  M  R  S  SAMUEL  MU R  P H  Y 
500  N  TAYLOR  AUE 
i<  I  R  K  W 0 0 D  MO  6  3122 
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